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Meredith Collins, Publisher

  Once again we have partnered with 
the Greater Williamsburg Chamber & 
Tourism Alliance to bring you great sto-
ries and information about Williamsburg 
Holidays. We’ve interviewed a number of 
locals about what their constributions are 
during the holidays. On page 36, you will 
find a calendar of many community-wide 
events you and your family might enjoy. 
To get up-to-date listings, go to www.
ChristmasInWilliamsburg.com.
   No matter how many Christmas sea-
sons we experience, each one creates special memories. We find ways to 
enjoy the holidays with family and friends with some of the same cel-
ebrations and with new ones. If you are looking ahead to this Christmas 
season, you will find a variety of ways to get you started. I hope you enjoy 
Williamsburg Holidays. NDN
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WE’LL FIND YOU A 
NEW HOME BY CHRISTMAS!

LIZ MOORE & ASSOCIATES • 757-645-4106 •  WWW.LIZMOORE.COM

www.FaithHeinen.com • faithheinen@lizmoore.com
757-778-7900

COLONIAL HERITAGE
 Stunning Home With Finished 

Walk Out Lower Level.
Granite in Kitchen, See Through 

Fireplace, Soaring Ceilings.
1st Floor Owner’s Retreat.  

$415,000 • Call Today!

(757) 784-2667
heathermoorefield@lizmoore.com

307 Elmwood lanE
Williamsburg

Colonial style custom Cape Cod with many 
unique features on 1.72 ac. corner lot! Har-
wood floors throughout main level and BRs 
upstairs. Open kitchen & family room, with 
trey cove ceiling and masonry/gas FP. Freshly 
painted, central vac, 2 car gar., detached barn 
w/high storage & court yard w/ patio off 
screened porch! 4 BRs, 2.5 BAs, 2,631 sqft.

757.810.7133
Mish@lizmoore.com  l  www.IKnowWilliamsburg.com

Incredible home with all first floor liv-
ing on double lot in Walnut Hills. Sol-
id quality construction with attention 
to detail inside & out, spacious rooms 
and incredible storage. Yard provides 
private oasis for gatherings or just sit-
ting in a beautiful setting. Rare find 
in the City of Williamsburg. Agent: 
Seller was a licensed real estate agent. 

104 Huntercombe • Fords Colony
Colonial style with open & spacious light 
filled rooms. Formal rooms have trim ac-
cents and HW flooring. Kitchen has great 
workspace w/granite topped center island. 
Enjoy the back yard sanctuary from the 
screened porch, deck or stone patio. All BRs 
are well sized. Master BR has sitting area 
plus loft. Conveniently located with a back 
entrance, the bonus room is a multi-purpose 
space for a studio, play area or 4th BR.

757-870-0611
nanpiland@lizmoore.com

EXCEPTIONAL GOLF 
COURSE HOME

5 BR, 3.5 BA custom home on 
14th fairway at Brickshire. Almost 
4,000 sqft, lots of hardwood, open 
floor plan, gorgeous trim work, 
vaulted living room, 1st floor 
master. Priced at $499,900.  

757-846-6774
judyschwartz@lizmoore.com

Everything We Touch
Turns to SOLD!

Consistently the #1
Real Estate Team in Williamsburg!

Call Today and Find Out Why!

Elaine Roberto: 880-3330
Debbie Cobb: 345-8944
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STEVE TURNER

  “Things Ain’t What They Used to Be,” the 
Duke Ellington song goes, but if you close 
your eyes during a performance by the Wil-
liamsburg Classic Swing Orchestra (WCSO), 
you’ll swear it’s 1942 again. The joint really 
gets jumpin’ when this dedicated group hits 
the downbeat for “Sing, Sing, Sing”!
  If you missed them during the warmer 
months at Williamsburg’s popular Summer 
Breeze or Yorktown’s Riverwalk concerts, Steve 
Turner says there will be plenty of opportuni-
ties for swing fans to hear them this holiday 
season. 

By Linda Landreth Phelps

  “We’ll play our fifth annual holiday concerts 
at the Kimball Theater on December 16-17, 
and we’ll also be doing First Night again this 
year,” Steve, co-leader of the orchestra, says.  
To celebrate New Year’s Eve, the orchestra 
will be donning their most formal attire and 
playing “Trinkle Hall” off Duke of Gloucester 
Street. “They cycle people in and out of the 
hall for our three performances, and the place 
is always packed with dancers,” he says. If the 
band members could see beyond the spotlight’s 
glare, they wouldn’t find an unrelieved sea of 
cottony whitecaps. Classic swing music is 

drawing multigenerational interest, from both 
fans and the musicians involved with WCSO.
  Steven has been Jamestown High School’s 
band director since it opened in 1996. He gives 
some back history of his avocation while tak-
ing a break in his office there. “The orchestra is 
a group that began two decades ago,” he says, 
“made up almost exclusively of professional 
musicians. It all began when another music 
educator, Chuck Maranzano, and I decided we 
needed to take steps to keep classic swing mu-
sic alive in this area,” Steve recalls. “Our core 
group has remained fairly stable over the years, 

Time Travel
with the Williamsburg Classic Swing Orchestra

Lisa W. Cumming Photography
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with occasional openings when someone moves, as Chuck eventually 
did.” The group spans several decades in age and includes both men 
and women. The most senior member of the orchestra in age is Mike 
Williamson, 74, who retired from William and Mary as director of their 
band. The youngest, Josh Kaurich, 18, is a talented bass trombone stu-
dent of Steve’s at Jamestown High School.
  Their five saxophones, four each of trombones and trumpets, a bass, 
piano and drums produce a true Big Band sound. “For the holidays, 
we add singers onstage, as well as an extra percussionist, tuba player, 
whatever the music requires,” Steve says. Their set list will include thirty 
different numbers featuring serious pieces like Duke Ellington’s version 
of “The Nutcracker”, plus lighter fare such as “Jingle Bells” and Glenn 
Miller’s original arrangement of “Sleigh Ride.” 
  “Jim Harney has been my co-leader since Chuck left, and sharing the 
job works well; if I’m not able to be there, he is, and vice versa.”  Even 
so, the orchestra is a big commitment in time and energy. “We average 
between eight and fifteen performances a year and practice every other 
week. WCSO plays for weddings and private parties as well,” Steve says. 
  For these events, a typical concert includes classics like “String of 
Pearls” and “Sentimental Journey.” They all faithfully adhere to the orig-
inal arrangements of vintage bands of the 1930s and ‘40s led by the stars 
of their day: Count Basie, Benny Goodman, the Dorsey brothers and 
Glenn Miller.  “I’m in charge of the music,” Steve explains, “and at this 
point, I have two or three thousand different charts, or pieces of music 
with arrangements for the entire orchestra, in my collection.”
  Steve finds December to be a busy month. Along with his perfor-
mances with WSCO, he has a yearly commitment conveniently next 
door to his Jamestown High day job, Williamsburg Community Cha-
pel.  Widely known as the hottest free ticket in town, this Christmas 
concert series means that Steve and several other WCSO members have 
rehearsals followed by five packed performances over four days. Steve 
seems to thrive on the activity, since music is obviously his passion. It 
wasn’t always so.
  As a 5th grade student in Danville, Virginia, Steve picked up his first 
trombone. “I played in high school, but really didn’t have any idea what 
I wanted to do next.” Steve’s mother was a teacher and his dad an elec-
trician, so music seemed like a diversion rather than something to be 
considered as a career. “Then one summer I toured with The Crossmen, 
a high-level, competitive drum and bugle corps. I was getting better 
on my instrument with daily shows, plus there was the added intensity 
of being around talented, dedicated people. It just hit me,” Steve re-
members. “I wanted to follow in the footsteps of Mr. Stempel, my high 
school band teacher. I wanted to do this for the rest of my life!” 
  Focused from the beginning of his college career, Steve attended East 
Carolina University for his undergraduate studies and Virginia Com-
monwealth University for a graduate degree in Music Education.  Part 
of the requirements for a future band director is to learn all the instru-
ments. Flute, trumpet, oboe, clarinet, even violin; he studied, if not 
mastered, them all. “Early morning violin lessons were pretty rough,” 
Steve admits with a laugh.
  Steve accepted his first teaching position 26 years ago in Chester, Vir-
ginia.  His first two years in Williamsburg were at Lafayette High School 

(757) 253-9000
1781 Jamestown Rd. • www.duketel.com

Williamsburg Area Meals on Wheels is grateful to partner with Duke 
Communications. Our office can be very busy at times. A great deal of 
our work is accomplished on the phone. Having a company like Duke 
Communications stand behind their products and service allows us to 
keep our daily operations going strong. As we approach the Holiday 
Season, our office will be busy raising the money needed to keep hot 
nutritious meals on the tables of those in our community who are in 
need. We are grateful to have the support of Duke Communications.
               ~Tiffany Pattie, Director of Development, 
 Williamsburg Area Meals On Wheels

TELEPHONE & INFORMATION SYSTEMS

www.acepeninsulahardware.com  OPEN: MON - SAT  7:30AM - 8PM • SUN  9AM - 5PM

PENINSULA 
HARDWARE

FIVE LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!
• Williamsburg Shopping Center
   1230 Richmond Rd. (757) 229-1900

• Gov’s Green Shopping Center
   4511 John Tyler Hwy. (757) 220-9362

• Newport News and Hampton

Brian Deaver Kevin Deaver Family Owned and OperatedTerry Deaver

Shop ACE for Your

Holiday Helpers
$5.99

Select Celebrations 
Light Sets

92072009207200
9292368

We have interior and exterior 
lights for all your Christmas
decorating needs!
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then he slid seamlessly into his position at Jamestown High School. As 
part of his responsibilities there, Steve leads a group of a hundred stu-
dents who volunteer for the extracurricular JHS marching band. Steve 
writes the music and choreographs the intricacies of the marching posi-
tions, or the drill.
  They start in the soggy heat of August with band camp, meeting ev-
ery weekday for eight hours, working on both the music and the drill. 
Band members learn the show, which this year featured music from 
“Star Trek.” Once school starts, there are six or seven hours of weekly re-
hearsal, then performances at football games and for band competitions. 
Do they usually win? “We’re in the mix,” Steve says. “We’re competi-
tive, but we don’t roll over everybody.  It’s unusual to go home without 
a trophy of some kind.” The high shelves that circumscribe the band 
room, weighted with every conceivable shape and size trophy, attest to 
the truth of that statement.
  Something which seems even more close to the educator’s heart is an 
annual, noncompetitive event. “In mid-October, for pure enjoyment 
we put the bands from all the local high schools and middle schools on 
the field together and let them play for each other, the parents and the 
boosters,” Steve says with a smile. 
  Steve’s favorite success stories include three trombone players un-
der his tutelage at JHS who have gone on to make music their career. 
“They’re all pursuing doctorates in trombone,” Steve says. “There are 
always great kids, and I’m sure students who went on to other careers are 
still phenomenal players. But to be a professional musician?  It’s kind of 
a rarity to see somebody pick that direction and stick with it.” 
  Musicians may have a hard time making it professionally unless they 
join the military. Steve encourages his starry-eyed would-be pros to au-
dition for the service bands. “If accepted, it may be a good chance for 
them to see the world. One young man I know well plays with the 
Langley Air Force Band,” he says.
  Being an educator as well as a musician allowed Steve and Stephanie 
Turner the economic stability of a steady paycheck as they raised their 
three children. With daughters, Lauren and Megan, presently in college 
at Mary Washington and son, Bradley, a junior at Warhill, he still con-
siders it the ideal career. Doing what you love has to make work seem 
more like play.
  For the first 17 years of his two decades in Williamsburg, Steve taught 
during the school year then would head to Festa Italia at Busch Gardens 
for his summer gig. “It was wonderful fun,” he remembers, “and where 
most of us in WCSO met, playing together in the Starlight Orchestra.”
  There is a comfort in being part of a group that has been together 
for so long. There’s a camaraderie to be built no other way, a familiarity 
only gained through countless hours of practice. “After this many years 
together,” Steve says, “you learn to play as a group rather than just being 
a lot of good players in the same room.”
  Fortunately, what’s fun for this group of musicians, playing the classic 
hits of yesterday, is also a treat for those privileged to be in the audience, 
feet tapping to the beat. This December, listening to Steve’s Williams-
burg Classic Swing Orchestra can get anyone “In the Mood” for the 
holidays. Just sit back, close your eyes, and allow yourself to be trans-
ported to a simpler time. 

Javier Fuentes, Agent
4516 John Tyler Hwy

Williamsburg, VA 23185
Bus: 757-220-9910

javier.fuentes.r75s@statefarm.com

David B Borland, Agent
1490 Quarterpath Road Suite 5D

Williamsburg, VA 23185
Bus: 757-564-8050

david.borland.tp0f@statefarm.com

Bill Ward, Agent
1003 Richmond Road

Williamsburg, VA 23185
Bus: 757-229-9615

bill.ward.bv45@statefarm.com

Dwight Beamon Ins Agcy Inc
Dwight Beamon, Agent

7432 Richmond Rd
Norge, VA 23127

Bus: 757-564-9167

Carol Simmons, Agent
4732 Longhill Rd Ste 3102

Williamsburg, VA 23188
Bus: 757-565-0984

carol.simmons.bv33@statefarm.com

David Sisk, Agent
1318 Jamestown Road
Williamsburg, VA 23185

Bus: 757-229-2961
david.sisk.bv60@statefarm.com

NDN
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RIVERSIDE MEDICAL GROUP PRIMARY CARE PROVIDERS

 In Williamsburg, here’s where your personal health team begins.

New patients are being accepted at all locations and we accept most insurances including Tricare and Medicare.

Jay Floyd, M.D. Itrish Scott-Brown, M.D. Suzanne Robinson, N.P. Krystal Ainsley, M.D.

Riverside Norge Internal
Medicine & Pediatrics
7364 Richmond Road
(757) 345-0011

Dr. April Guminsky 
Dr. Ronald Grossman 
Dr. Linda Matteoli
Kelly Spann, NP 

Riverside Williamsburg 
Family Medicine
120 Kings Way, Suite 1400
(757) 345-2555

Dr. Daniel Muench
Dr. Richard Bagnall
Dr. Sheba Mohsin

Riverside Family Practice 
and Extended Care
5231 John Tyler Highway
(757) 220-8300

Dr. Jay Floyd
Dr. Itrish Scott-Brown
Suzanne Robinson, N.P.

Partners in Women’s Health
120 Kings Way, Suite 3400
Williamsburg, VA 23185
(757) 253-5600

Dr. Krystal Ainsley
Internal Medicine

Your doctors. Your facilities. Our commitment to Williamsburg.

And one number to make it easy 
757-941-4849

• The	convenience	of	same	day	or	next	day	appointments;
• Online	access	to	your	personal	health	record	including

test	results,	appointment	requests	and	secure	email
to	your	physician;

• Physicians	who	warmly	welcome	patients
of	any	age,	including	those	with	Medicare;

• Most	importantly,	a	physician	led	personal
health	team	–	your	health	partners	for	life.

April Guminsky, M.D. Ronald Grossman, M.D. Daniel Muench, M.D. Richard Bagnall, M.D.

Sheba Mohsin, M.D.

Linda Matteoli, D.O. Kelly Spann, NP 
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AUSTEN  PETERSEN

  For most of us, the idea of holi-
day cheer might look something 
like Ebenezer Scrooge learning 
the true meaning of wealth in “A 
Christmas Carol”. Or maybe it’s a 
more modern and cheeky tale, such 
as Ralphie’s comedic encounters 
with Santa and small town life in 
the working class suburbs of Ohio 
in “A Christmas Story”. 
  But for Austen Petersen, direc-
tor of religious education for the 
Williamsburg Unitarian Universal-
ists, holiday cheer looks more like 
an episode of Neil deGrasse Tyson’s 
Cosmos television series. 
  “It’s like watching the galaxies 
spin,” she says of her favorite holi-
day tradition with the Williams-
burg Unitarian Universalists, which 
is a nighttime walk that happens on 
the congregations’ double-spiral labyrinth that 
has been mowed into the grass outside.
  “Everyone bundles up and brings their tea 
lights to take part in the tradition,” she says. 
“We celebrate that the sun has gone away, but 
we know with the rhythm of nature, it will 
come back again.” 
  For Austen, the walk symbolizes the chang-

By Rachel Sapin

ing season and also the circle of life. “We have 
very little sunlight at that time of year, but we 
recognize the sunlight will be coming back, 
and fertility and planet earth will be coming 
back. It’s all cyclical,” she says. 
  The labyrinth has been an important symbol 
for religious groups throughout history. Elabo-

rate stone-crafted labyrinths were 
used in medieval Europe to rep-
resent pilgrimages for those who 
could not make the journey to 
Jerusalem. The famous pavement 
labyrinth in Chartres Cathedral 
near Paris, France, was construct-
ed during the second decade of the 
13th century. Measuring 40 feet 
across, pilgrims have been walking 
its winding path for over 800 years 
and continue to do so today. 
  Unitarian Universalism is a 
theologically diverse religion that 
encourages seekers to use the laby-
rinth as a way to better understand 
and follow their own spiritual 
paths. 
  “Unitarian Universalists like to 
claim that they practice the reli-
gion of Jesus rather than a religion 

about Jesus,” writes Holley Hewitt Ulbrich, 
an Alumni Professor of Economics Emerita at 
Clemson University who is a Unitarian Uni-
versalist, in an article about Unitarian Univer-
salists and Christmas. “We count Christianity 
as one source of our faith, along with Judaism 
and other world religions, earth-centered spiri-
tuality, the teachings of humanism, the words 
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and deeds of prophetic women 
and men, and the direct experi-
ence of mystery and wonder.”
  Unitarian Universalists cel-
ebrate Christian holidays like 
Christmas, Jewish Holidays like 
Passover, and the Pagan Win-
ter Solstice. Some even celebrate 
Christmas in more unique ways 
that emphasize community ser-
vice over ritual gift-giving. 
  Austen says Unitarian Univer-
salist celebrations can be pretty 
unique to attend during the holi-
days because they are not focused 
on one story or one miracle. “It’s 
looking at the idea that every 
night a child is born is a sacred 
night,” she explains.  
  Unitarianism and Universalism 
faiths merged traditions in 1961 
to form the Unitarian Universalist 
Association. Both trace their theo-
logical roots to early Christianity 
and their historical roots to the 
16th century reformation. Early 
Unitarians believed in the unity of 
God and rejected the trinity, while 
Universalists believed in universal 
salvation that did not require ac-
cepting Jesus as the only savior. 
Today’s Unitarian Universalists 
accept the idea of a personal and 
shared search for truth and mean-
ing wherever it might be found 
that includes but is not limited to 
Christianity.
  “We teach the inherent worth 
and dignity of every person,” 
Peterson says about the con-
gregation’s religious education 
programs, which are offered to 
youth from nursery through high 
school age. “We acknowledge that 
Christmas is important to some 
folks, but not all of our families 
celebrate Christmas. It’s not really 
the focus of any one particular 
month.” 
  What Austen does try to con-
vey to youth she teaches is the 
sense of wonder and awe that 
comes with the changing seasons. 
Many events Unitarian Universal-
ists celebrate at this time of year 
are earth-centered traditions. 
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These traditions are focused around the Win-
ter Solstice—which this year falls on Decem-
ber 21, and marks longest night in Northern 
Hemisphere and the longest day in the South-
ern Hemisphere.
  Celebrations like the nighttime labyrinth 
walk are focused around the death of nature 
and the cycle of life, Austen explains. “To be 
able to touch the cyclical nature of the sea-
sons and of life. Knowing even once I’m gone, 
someone else will be doing the same thing, 
there’s something beautiful about that. Prob-
ably my ancestors did the same thing at some 
point,” she says.  
  Unitarian Universalism also emphasizes di-
rect experience in its celebrations. On Christ-
mas Eve, the congregation holds a feast service 
with a focus on smell and taste. “Chestnuts 
roasting on the open fire – that’s indicative of 
the holiday season for some folks,” Austen says. 
  Unitarian Universalists live by seven prin-
ciples that guide them in their everyday lives. 
These principles promote the individual worth 
of every person, as well as truth, justice and 
democracy, and also place a large emphasis on 
respecting the interdependent web of all exis-
tence.

  Austen says this is why her lessons with 
youth often begin by asking them about 
something meaningful they participated in 
during the week. “We try to focus on: How 
did you help others?” she explains. “By ask-
ing that question every week, not just during 
Christmas, it creates this habit in their head 
of ‘How am I going to have something I can 
report back every week?’ That’s a habit that re-
ally stays with the kids past graduating high 
school.” 
  Austen says religious education classes are 
a grounding force for youth in a consumerist 
culture that often values material wealth above 
all else. “Buying stuff for the sake of buying 
stuff, whether it’s December or June, it isn’t 
part of honoring the interdependent web of 
life. We try to dissuade from that year-round,” 
she says. 
  She says the congregation’s high school 
youth group sessions provide a space where 
young people can genuinely be seen and heard. 
  “We’re trying to give a sense of peace and 
a sense of belonging that people can be their 
true, authentic selves,” she says. “And we’re 
trying to let the youth be open and vulner-
able and accepting of each other. They have a 

place to exist as they are, right here, right now. 
Rather than being asked to be somebody else.” 
  She says Unitarian Universalists believe 
there is no right way to celebrate the holidays 
because that experience is different for every-
one. Traditions depend on where someone 
comes from and what experiences they have 
gained over the years to shape their worldview.
  “We’re trying to celebrate in a way that hon-
ors the fact we don’t have all of the answers, 
but sometimes, we have common questions. 
That’s often what can really bind us together,” 
she says.
  For Austen Petersen, who has worked for 
Unitarian Universalist congregations around 
the country, being in Williamsburg is par-
ticularly special because of its history with the 
faith. “We have an interesting connection with 
Thomas Jefferson who wrote the Jeffersonian 
Bible,” she explains.  “In order to do that, he 
took out all the miracles Jesus performed and 
just left Jesus as a really nice guy that tried to 
help people. So Thomas Jefferson was a Uni-
tarian. Knowing he was around here, and he 
walked these streets – it’s neat on the historic 
level, but it’s also really neat on a personal, re-
ligious level too.”
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DON BUTTS

  Nine years ago, Don Butts was seeking a vol-
unteer opportunity in Williamsburg. He found 
his place at FISH. 
  “I had neglected doing much in civic orga-
nizations while in the military,” Don says. “The 
good Lord found FISH for me, because He 
knew I needed a little help in working around 
the type of people that we have as volunteers, 
clients, donors and the organizations that refer 
clients to us. It’s all positive.”
  A retired Air Force Colonel, Don earned a 

By Cathy Welch

Bachelor of Science in Biology and a Doctor of 
Veterinary Medicine at Kansas State University. 
Upon graduation, he joined the Air Force and 
worked with their working dog program. He 
went on to earn a Masters in Clinical Science 
in the College of Veterinary Medicine at Colo-
rado State University.
  In 1985, Don brought his wife, Jean, and 
two children to Virginia for his last assignment 
at Langley Air Force Base. In 1992, after 26 
years of service, he retired. 

After leaving the military, Don worked as direc-
tor for several divisions at the Virginia Depart-
ment of Agriculture in Richmond and as State 
Veterinarian. In 2005, he was given the option 
to work a four-day work week, and chose Fri-
day as his day off. Soon the fourth Friday of the 
month was his day to volunteer at FISH.
  FISH began in 1975 and was named for the 
identifying symbol used by early Christians. 
The organization works to meet the need for 
clothing and food in the Williamsburg com-
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munity. Don and Jean attend Saint Bede’s 
Catholic Church, and FISH seemed a worthy 
charity to support. When Don began volun-
teering, his daily lead coordinator invited him 
to board meetings. Subsequently, he joined the 
board as vice president, and soon, president.
  FISH’s mission statement succinctly de-
scribes the work: “FISH is an all-volunteer or-
ganization supported by the local community 
providing food, hygiene products, clothing, 
small housewares and transportation to medi-
cal appointments to local residents who are in 
emergency or crisis situations.”
  Don’s commitment to FISH is very person-
al. “There are many passages in the Bible that 
get my attention. Like ‘feed my people. When 
were you hungry and I fed you? When were 
you naked and I clothed you,’” he refers to Je-
sus’ words from Matthew 25 in the New Testa-
ment of the Bible. “It seems like something I 
ought to be doing.”
  On his day of service, Don usually works 
with the same crew. He and a friend have come 
in to find the food pantry shelves somewhat 
bare. At the end of their day the shelves contain 
about the same amount or a little more food 
even though they served over 40 people.

  “Joe (Benedetti) says we just witnessed the 
multiplication of the loaves and fishes,” Don 
says. “God likes what we’re doing, and we’re 
going to succeed because He wants us here.”
  Most of the food items FISH distributes are 
purchased with monetary donations. The orga-
nization accepts food donations but it is not 
the most efficient way of operating. “We can 
buy food cheaper than donors can buy food. 
It’s more efficient for our donors to give mon-
ey,” Don explains.
  However, during the summer months, ac-
tual food items donated make a big difference. 
“During the school year and particularly dur-
ing the seasons of Thanksgiving, Christmas 
and Easter, people are thinking about making 
donations to people who are in emergency or 
crisis situations,” Don explains the usual de-
crease in monetary and food donations during 
the summer months. “Our donations are way 
down during the summer. Even though 70% 
of our food is purchased, that 30% that we get 
in-kind is important to us.”
  FISH gives each client enough groceries 
to prepare 15 meals. In 2013 they provided 
enough groceries to prepare 158,220 meals. 
But it’s not just about the numbers, according 

to Don.
  “Each number represents a person that 
needed help. For each person or family that 
comes in, it’s so important that we do what we 
can to help meet that need. That is important 
to our community.”
  In 2013, FISH clothed 3,564 people. Of 
those, 1,486 were children. 
  “One client that I remember was a Navy 
wife whose husband was deployed,” Don says. 
“The thought came to me that a country like 
the United States of America can’t pay a ser-
viceman enough that the family doesn’t suffer 
while the husband is gone. She was a mother 
with several children who needed clothing.”
  He remembers a woman referred by Avalon, 
the Center for Women and Children. She and 
her two children had to leave their home rap-
idly. Though she had already found a job, with 
a two-week lag in getting her first paycheck, she 
was in crisis.
   “To me that’s what FISH is all about,” Don 
says. “We were able to help her and her chil-
dren, and I felt really good about that.”
  Standing amongst a roomful of volunteers 
from Bruton Parish Church, Don adds. “We 
have people who shine shoes, sew buttons on, 
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wash and size clothing. Every item is readied, 
by hand, for distribution. That’s how much 
love goes in.”
  Agencies that refer clients to FISH are The 
United Way and Community Services Refer-
ral Network. FISH also accepts referrals from 
local churches, Avalon and recently-released 
individuals from the regional jail.
  The frequency with which clients can receive 
service is 30 days for food, four months for 
clothing and one year for housewares.
  Don says that FISH is truly a community 
organization dedicated to helping neighbors. 
FISH depends on contributions from local 
churches, individuals, businesses and civic or-
ganizations. The organization also receives a 
grant from the Williamsburg Health Founda-
tion. Local scout groups and schools help with 
FISH’s mission, as well, and over 30 churches 
support them.
  “The College of William and Mary has been 
very helpful,” Don says. “I’m impressed with 
the way the community helps in their giving 
and the college is certainly a great part of that.”
  Simply doing what they do all year long, the 
volunteers at FISH make the holidays brighter 
for those in need. They do the same for the hol-
idays that they do every month unless someone 

makes a special donation.
  “Christmas is a time we get a lot of contri-
butions,” Don explains. “The Virginia Gazette 
does food and clothing drives at local business-
es. Sometimes a local organization or individ-
ual will bring in something,” Don says. “There 
are baskets for us to distribute at Thanksgiving, 
and we usually get some turkeys from the Lions 
Club.” 
  Donated toys are distributed for Christmas, 
but FISH does not accept toys year-round, 
Don states. They do maintain a collection of 
free children’s books.
  Volunteering at FISH during the Thanksgiv-
ing and Christmas season is a reality check for 
Don.
  “We all, I think, have wants, and those wants 
certainly are not needs. When you spend your 
day in the food pantry and clothes closet and 
you see examples of needs, it grounds you. So 
you could say the same thing for holiday meals. 
It does make you thankful for what you have. 
Some people have much less than that.”
  Don explains that the priority for FISH is 
to meet the needs of those referred to them in 
emergency/crisis situations. “There’s a lot that 
goes into that,” Don explains. “There’s been 
tremendous growth in need. An 18% increase 

between 2011 and 2012 and 20% between 
2012 and 2013.”
  Even though donations have been good over 
the last few years, Don says the organization’s 
expenses have exceeded their income and they 
have had to dip into their savings. “We’re okay, 
but we can’t do that forever.”
  The board, with Don as president, has to 
look at sustainability. They are considering 
how to reduce expenses, increase donations, 
the possibility of changing the frequency each 
client can receive service and the possibility of 
taking some food items off their distribution 
list.
   “FISH is a very efficient, very effective or-
ganization, and Williamsburg is a very giving 
community. At FISH no one is paid and no 
one is charged anything,” he says. “Volunteers 
distribute donations to people in need. Each 
dollar gets to someone in need except for a 
small rent and utility payment.” For those 
neighbors in emergency and/or crisis situa-
tions, Don Butts works diligently to ensure 
they won’t have to worry about the basic neces-
sities of food and clothing. 

To find out more about FISH, please visit: 
www.WilliamsburgFISH.weebly.com
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HEIDI ROBITSHEK

  Year after year, wreaths adorn the doorways 
of historic homes along Duke of Gloucester 
Street; the sounds of carolers fill the air, and 
shoppers peek in store windows in search of 
the perfect gift. Williamsburg is full of holiday 
traditions, but the season just wouldn’t be the 
same without the annual Nutcracker ballet. 
  For 37 years, locals and visitors have flocked 
to Phi Betta Kappa Memorial Hall at the Col-
lege of William and Mary to kick off their holi-
day season with Clara, the Sugar Plum Fairy, 
the Cavalier, and of course the Nutcracker, in 

By Erin Fryer

Heidi Robitshek’s annual presentation of the 
classic holiday ballet.
  Heidi, owner and artistic director of Vir-
ginia Regional Ballet Academy, spends the 
greater part of each year planning, rehearsing, 
and preparing for The Nutcracker, and says she 
wouldn’t have it any other way. 
  “My life is the ballet,” Heidi says. “I eat, 
breath and sleep Virginia Regional Ballet 
(VRB).”
  A native of Heidelburg, Germany, Heidi ar-
rived in Williamsburg in 1968 and has been 

a staple in the town’s dance community ever 
since. As former artistic director and founder 
of the Chamber Ballet, Heidi opened the VRB 
with her protégée, Adelle Carpenter, in 2006, 
but has been the driving force behind The Nut-
cracker since its inception in 1977.
  “I was nervous when the idea first came 
about to do both Act I and II of The Nut-
cracker,” Heidi says. “It was challenging, but 
we pulled it off.”
  The Nutracker is performed on various stag-
es around the world during the holiday season, 
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but what sets VRB’s presentation 
apart from the rest is it’s the only 
one choreographed by Heidi. 
  Heidi’s version of the beloved 
classic follows the treasured story 
of Clara receiving her nutcracker 
as a Christmas gift, its transfor-
mation to a charming prince and 
ultimately with the couple being 
crowned rulers of the Land of 
Sweets.
  With the help of a book that il-
lustrates the counts in Thaicovsky’s 
music, Heidi matched each step of 
her choreography with the music 
so that each key moment of the 
ballet is precise and strong.
  A true professional, Heidi 
knows it’s important to offer 
something that keeps the audi-
ence coming back year after year. 
“I won’t let it get stale,” she says. 
“I always add something new to 
surprise the audience.”
  This year, for the first time in 
more than nine years, The Nut-
cracker will feature a live accompa-
niment from the Ballet Symphony 
Orchestra conducted by Richard 
Dunn. “It can become very costly 
to hire an orchestra to provide live 
music during the ballet,” Heidi 
says. “We are very grateful for an 
anonymous donor who is making 
that possible this year.”
  Each year, Heidi’s version of 
the ballet brings together the ar-
eas most promising students and 
professionals, along with princi-
pal dancers from the Pennsylvania 
Ballet who dance the roles of Sugar 
Plum Fairy and Cavalier.
  “My overall wish is for our 
audience to leave thinking the 
show gets stronger every year,” 
Heidi says. “If they leave with that 
thought and a little holiday spirit 
in their hearts, then that’s all I can 
ask.”
  Heidi admits the rehearsals are 
her favorite aspect of the annual 
production. “I enjoy watching the 
dancers learn and witness them 
perfecting their steps,” she says. 
“The build up to the main event is 
by far my favorite part.”
  In addition to her vital role be-
hind the scenes, Heidi has logged 
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her fair share of time on the stage as well. For 
more than 10 years Heidi has played the role of 
Mrs. Stahlbaum—Clara’s mother—who is also 
the first one to appear on the stage at the begin-
ning of the ballet.
  “I enjoy doing it every year,” Heidi says with 
a smile. “It’s fun to be a part of the show in ad-
dition to my role behind the scenes.”
  Heidi’s path to becoming a professional 
dancer, instructor, choreographer, and even, 
costume designer started much differently than 
others with the same credentials.
  Heidi began her studies in classical ballet and 
character dance in Heidelburg when she was 15 
years old. Heidi says dancing was strictly for-
bidden in her childhood home, so she had to 
take matters into her own hands to pursue her 
love of dance.
  “My passion for dance came from within 
myself,” Heidi says. “I’ve always wanted to 
dance. When I was 15, my best friend bought 
me a pair of point shoes, and I thought to my-
self, what am I supposed to do with these?”
  Heidi began dancing once a week wear-
ing a borrowed turtleneck sweater and some 
black tights. “I didn’t have anything to wear to 
dance,” she says. “My parents wouldn’t allow it, 
so I had to figure it out on my own.” 

  As time went on and her thirst for dance 
grew, Heidi began taking more and more les-
sons.  Her instructor could see her dedication 
and passion, and allowed her to come to bal-
let practice as often as she would like, and she 
could pay when she was able to come up with 
the money.
  Throughout her career, Heidi has profession-
ally danced both nationally and internationally. 
Her resume includes prestigious dance acade-
mies, including the Stuttgart Ballet, Richmond 
Ballet, Norfolk Civic Ballet, Annapolis Ballet 
and many more. 
  At VRB, Heidi instructs classes in Character 
Dance, Pas de Deux, Beginning Point, Inter-
mediate Adult Ballet and more. In 2011, Heidi 
expanded VRB when she purchased the Margie 
Williams School of Dance in Yorktown, and is 
now able to offer lessons to students through-
out the Historic Triangle. 
  Each October, VRB participates in An Oc-
casion for the Arts in Colonial Williamsburg, 
which usually marks Heidi’s last weekend be-
fore diving right into Nutcracker rehearsals. 
  “After An Occasion for the Arts is when my 
mind immediately shifts to The Nutcracker,” 
Heidi says. “I enjoy a nice Saturday in Colonial 
Williamsburg, and then start with rehearsals 

that Sunday.”
  In addition to The Nutcracker, Heidi has 
produced and choreographed other classic bal-
lets including A Mid Summer Night’s Dream, 
La Fille Mal Gardée, Les Patineurs, The Blue 
Danube, Alice in Wonderland, Beauty and the 
Beast, Fairy Tale to Fairy Tale, The Secret Gar-
den, The Magic Flute and The Tales of Beatrix 
Potter.
  When the curtain closes on the final perfor-
mance each year, Heidi is able to take a short 
break and return home to Germany to celebrate 
the holidays with her family. Though she enjoys 
having the time off, Heidi makes sure to attend 
a performance while she is overseas. Believe it 
or not, she sometimes catches a performance of 
The Nutcracker.
  “When we started this all of those years ago, 
I never though it would still be going on 37 
years later,” Heidi laughs. “Attendance was 
good the first year, and has remained consistent 
all of these years, and for that I am grateful.”
  After all of these years, Heidi Robitshek’s pas-
sion for dance has only grown stronger, and she 
says she doesn’t foresee a final curtain call for 
The Nutcracker anytime soon. “I can’t imagine 
the holidays without it,” she says. “I hope our 
neighbors in Williamsburg feel the same.”
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ERIN SLOAN

  There has rarely been a time when Shake-
speare’s plays have not had a home in Wil-
liamsburg. This Christmas, locals and visitors 
alike will be offered a special treat:  a chance 
to see the beloved comedy Twelfth Night per-
formed in the city’s most glittering venue.  If 
you’re wondering whom to thank first, that 
would be Erin Sloan.
  Erin and her artistic partner, Daniel Crane, 
had worked together for years when in 2010 

By Susannah Livingston

they founded the Enlightenment Theatre Proj-
ect. The company has already presented two 
works in Williamsburg—a staged reading of 
Shakespeare’s Cymbeline and Dan Crane’s own 
original adaptation of The Tempest.  The latter 
was performed last year to a sell-out crowd at 
the historic church on Jamestown Island, an 
appropriate setting given that many scholars 
think Shakespeare was inspired to write the 
play after reading accounts of the early colo-

nists’ transatlantic voyage.   
  After the success of The Tempest, Erin and 
Dan pitched the idea of producing a Shake-
speare play at Colonial Williamsburg (CW) 
during CW’s busiest season.  Choosing the 
play was the easy part:  in addition to its obvi-
ous reference to the Christmas season, Twelfth 
Night is a smorgasbord of theatrical delights—
witty repartee, intertwined love stories, a ship-
wreck, cases of mistaken identity.  “It’s about 
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power. It asks where our power comes from and how we can use it for 
good,” Erin says.  “The servants in the play kind of run everything, so 
it’s also a commentary on society and class structure.  And of course the 
text is so beautiful.”
  Erin is quick to credit her tireless colleagues in Historic Area Pro-
gramming at CW, who are providing invaluable planning and produc-
tion support.  Erin will play Olivia, one of the lead roles, and will be 
joined by topnotch actors from Washington and New York as well as 
from CW itself. Dan will direct.  Rehearsals begin the day after Thanks-
giving and will go for about 65 hours over three weeks.  To the non-
initiated this might sound like a tight schedule, but Erin smilingly waves 
off that notion. 
  “The fast pace is something we’re used to,” she says. “At the Folger 
Theatre in D.C. every year we do a project called Shakespeare Boot-
leg with the local D.C. theatre company, Taffety Punk. Casting is done 
ahead of time, we all learn our lines, then we get together for one day 
of rehearsals and perform that night.” The cast has just seven hours to 
air creative ideas, make choices and put the production together.  “You 
never know what’s going to happen and the audience wants to see you 
jump off that cliff.  But it ends up being a great night of theatre because 
the actors are so tuned in and listening to each other for their lives!”
  Twelfth Night will be presented in the sumptuous ballroom of the 
Governor’s Palace, the jewel of Colonial Williamsburg. Most of the ac-
tion will take place in the center of the room, with the audience seated 
in arcs on each side.  Because Twelfth Night normally runs to more than 
two and a half hours, the troupe has done some “creative trimming” in 
order to present the play in about an hour and 20 minutes.  
  Erin says that the play will feature a minimal set and that, in fact, 
“the biggest storytelling component aside from the actors and the text 
will be the costuming.”  Costumes will be true to the 18th century, 
but “because we’re not basing the production on any particular troupe 
or an exact year, it will be very fashion forward from an 18th-century 
perspective.”  
  Talking with Erin about classical acting and Shakespeare in particular, 
it’s easy to see the passion that will be at the center of the Twelfth Night 
performances.  She didn’t grow up in theatre but entered through the 
back door, so to speak, while she was in college. “I was very shy as a kid 
but I played percussion from sixth grade through college,” she says.  “It 
was a way that I could get my art out there but hide behind an instru-
ment.” Partway through her time at the University of Oklahoma, Erin 
took an acting class for non-majors. “We had to read 24 plays. It was 
really intense and very difficult at first but I just said, ‘I’m going to face 
my fear.’” 
  Theater quickly became something Erin loved, though it took a while 
for her to feel comfortable in her skin on stage.  She earned praise from 
reviewers, instructors and peers. She majored in history and is glad she 
did, because “in order to be a good actor, you have to know about the 
world.” 
  After college, Erin performed in plays in Oklahoma City and Bal-
timore, among other places, and eventually ended up applying to the 
Academy for Classical Acting (ACA) in Washington, D.C., a one-year 
master of fine arts program offered jointly by the Shakespeare Theatre 
Company and George Washington University. The program is designed 
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for professional actors who can step out for a year of intensive train-
ing.  Michael Kahn, the Shakespeare Theatre Company’s artistic director 
and the revered former director of the Juilliard School’s drama division, 
heads the program.  Erin auditioned and was accepted, and finished the 
program in 2006.
  “I’m one of the three ACA grads from Oklahoma. In fact, Oklahoma 
is the best-represented state,” Erin says, laughing.  “We like to call the 
ACA ‘Juilliard light,’ but it’s a very intense program.” Only 14 to 16 ac-
tors per year are accepted. 
  Erin has landed many a juicy role, including Ophelia in Hamlet and 
Cordelia in King Lear.  But getting the roles she most wanted has not 
always been easy—or straightforward.  She recalls one early audition 
when she was paired with a difficult partner for a “cold read.” She knew 
the audition had gone badly. “I went back in like Ralphie in A Christ-
mas Story climbing back up the slide. I stood in front of the director’s 
table and said, ‘I have another monologue.’ I wanted to be able to say I’d 
done everything in my power to get that role.”
  Erin is originally from Edmond, Oklahoma, though you’d never 
know it to hear her speak.  She smiles when asked whether she used 
to have an accent, and whether that presented a problem for her as an 
actress. “I had an Oklahoma accent, and then I had very good training 
from a wonderful phonetics professor at the Academy.” Everyone’s goal, 
she says, was to “flatten out” their speech, to jettison any regional sounds 
that might distract from the text of a play. “Luckily I can hear sounds 
and replicate them. I don’t sound like my sister anymore.  She makes fun 
of me when I go home,” she says with a smile.
  After talking with her about her deep commitment to theatre, it 
comes as a shock to be reminded that Erin also has a very serious day 
job. “I’m manager of educational marketing at Colonial Williamsburg,” 
she explains. “CW produces electronic field trips, hosts teacher insti-
tutes, and creates lesson plans and books, and I handle the marketing of 
those products.” She travels frequently, representing the foundation at 
conferences across the country.  
  Erin also teaches a beginning acting class at William and Mary, an 
activity she very much enjoys. “I teach them acting but really my goal is 
to give them life skills—to help them present themselves in an interview, 
to be clear and succinct when they have to give a presentation.”  She 
says she’s concerned about the tendency of younger people today to be 
constantly interfacing with a device rather than with their environment 
and the people in it.  “I try to get them out of their little space bubbles,” 
she states.
  Erin’s own children, a daughter and a son, are in middle school.  Both 
are involved with music and both are already remarkably poised and 
comfortable serving as lay readers in church. Erin Sloan says she tries to 
instill in them self-confidence and a determination to succeed at what 
they love.  “I tell them, ‘I don’t care if you don’t get it, but do everything 
you can to try to get it.’”  Good advice, and it comes straight from their 
mother’s life.

 
There will be 10 performances of Twelfth Night—two each on Decem-
ber 17, 18, 19, 26, and 27.  To purchase tickets ($25 each) or to find out 
more, visit colonialwilliamsburg.com or call 1-800-HISTORY.
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LAUREN GRONBECK

  For Lauren Gronbeck, dancing isn’t just a 
hobby; it’s a lifestyle. Lauren, a senior at Warhill 
High School, first put on her dancing shoes at 
a mere three years old and has kept them on 
ever since.
  “I used to watch my big sister dance and al-
ways felt like it was something that I wanted to 
do,” she says.
  Lauren took ballet and tap dance lessons 
throughout her early childhood in upstate New 
York before her family moved to Williamsburg 
when she was in the fifth grade. She immedi-
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ately sought out a dance studio here and found 
her niche with Institute for Dance Inc. (iD-
ance) near Five Forks.
  The dance studio quickly became a second 
home for Lauren, who is currently in her eighth 
and final year there. In addition to ballet and 
tap, Lauren takes jazz, modern, lyrical and hip 
hop dance lessons and also instructs classes at 
the studio. She can be found there seven days a 
week, either participating in hour-long classes 
on weekdays or three-hour rehearsals on week-
ends, depending on the type of class and show 
she is involved with at a given time.
  “Dancing takes a lot of self-discipline,” she 
says.
  Lately, Lauren has been busy prepping for 
iDance’s upcoming family holiday production, 
Christmas Dreams. The show tells the story 
of Janie Sparkle, a little girl who sets off on a 
journey on Christmas Eve after she accidentally 
breaks her mother’s snow globe.
  “She’s taken to a different world, a magi-
cal kingdom of Christmas,” Lauren explains. 
“There is a lot of dancing.”
  The production features more than a dozen 

dance and song sequences that incorporate sea-
sonal symbols like hot chocolate, snow, rein-
deer and toys.
  Auditions for the holiday show took place 
last spring and rehearsals began in August. This 
is Lauren’s fifth year involved with the pro-
gram. Lauren not only performs in the show, 
but, this year, she also choreographed two of 
the dance numbers, a dance featuring Janie and 
her friends and the head toymaker’s dance. The 
show is slated for December 13-14.
  “I’ve always gone to see the show, and I de-
cided that I wanted to be involved with it,” 
Lauren says. “Each year, the songs and dances 
are a little different. The day itself is a tiring 
day, but you are with all of your friends and the 
people who you’ve worked so hard with for so 
long. It is such a great feeling when we finally 
do the performance.”
  Lauren has also starred in productions of 
Cinderella and Sleeping Beauty, and last year 
she played a number of different characters in 
a production of An Emotional Roller Coaster 
at iDance.
  “Each dance of that show had its own emo-

tion, and we had to tell the audience through 
the music and the dancing,” Lauren says. “I like 
dancing because I love being on stage, perform-
ing and telling the audience my story through 
the dancing. I also like playing all the different 
characters.”
  Two years ago, Lauren also began instructing 
classes at the studio. “They needed help with a 
Friday ballet class because there were extra stu-
dents,” she says. “I had a great experience with 
it, and wanted to continue.”
  Now, she instructs ten classes at iDance, in-
cluding beginner classes for six-year-old girls as 
well as intermediate classes for middle and high 
school students.
  “I love teaching because I love the way you 
can influence a young dancer’s life,” she says. “I 
look back on how my teachers have influenced 
me as a student and as a person, and I think it’s 
awesome that I can do the same for someone 
else.”
  Lauren’s first dance inspiration was her ballet 
teacher, Canan Jackson, in Rome, New York.
“She was the one who really made me fall in 
love with dancing,” Lauren says.
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  At iDance, Lauren finds inspiration from 
studio director Kathy Palmo. “She’s always 
pushed me to work hard and has made me fall 
in love with performing,” Lauren says. “She’s 
very supportive.”
  Kathy Palmo is proud and pleased to have 
Lauren be a part of iDance’s family.
  “She’s a beautiful dancer,” Kathy says. “She 
has great talent and is a great presence here at 
iDance. She’s a good role model to our younger 
students. Her aspiration is to be a professional 
dancer and I believe she just may make that 
happen.”
  Since seventh grade, Lauren has also be-
longed to the studio’s choreography club.
  “It’s allowed me to learn how to choreograph 
pieces and see what it is like to teach people 
your work,” Lauren shares. “It is a lot more dif-
ficult to have to think about formations and 
timing. There is a lot of detail involved. But it 
has helped me more as a dancer, to see what 
it was like for the choreographers who I’ve 
worked with as a dancer. It’s also fun to work 
with all the different dancers for the different 
shows.”

  It is clear that Lauren indeed wants to make 
a career out of dancing. “This is definitely what 
I want to do with my life,” she says. “It’s always 
been my dream to dance. Someday, I want to 
be a Rockette.”
  Lauren had the opportunity to experience 
what it is like to be one of Radio City Music 
Hall’s famous dancers during the Rockette 
Summer Intensive program the past two sum-
mers in New York City. 
  “I got to spend a week with real Rockettes,” 
says Lauren, who trained with the pros for eight 
hours daily, learning their dance and choreog-
raphy style. “I absolutely loved it. It was a lot of 
hard work, but it taught me how to have a lot 
of confidence in myself, being surrounded by 
all these amazing dancers. It really taught me 
how to work hard and push myself.”
  Lauren takes a moment to breathe as she 
reflects on her final year with iDance, and 
the final time she will be performing with the 
studio’s holiday production. “During every re-
hearsal, I try to remind myself to remember this 
and to enjoy it,” she says. “I’m really going to 
miss it. It’s bittersweet. It is going to be hard 

not to have the comfort of the studio. This re-
ally is my second home.”
  The holidays will be a welcome distraction. 
Lauren is looking forward to spending time 
with family throughout the season. Traditional-
ly, Lauren, her sister, Morgan, and her parents, 
Lori and John, have traveled back to New York 
to be with extended family for the holidays, 
but her grandparents recently moved to Wil-
liamsburg, so she is hoping to make Christmas 
memories with them right here in town.
  “I love Christmas in Colonial Williamsburg, 
all the decorations,” Lauren says. “I love how it 
gets so busy. There’s more people, and there’s 
lots more energy and excitement because of the 
holidays.”
  Gift-giving, caroling, eating, viewing Christ-
mas movies and memory-making aside, Lauren 
is ready for her future. Though she is applying 
for colleges, she is keeping the option of mov-
ing to New York City after graduation open.
  “Leaving high school is scary, but I am hop-
ing to be able to make dancing my career,” Lau-
ren says. “I just want to be able to do what I 
love for a living.”
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SCOTT KENNEDY

  Don’t let the industrial park setting throw 
you.  Once you walk through the front door 
of Brass Cannon Brewery, the atmosphere is 
cozy and decidedly tap room fun. For its small 
size, there is a surprising amount of seating 
for tasting and experiencing the uniqueness of 
Greater Williamsburg’s second brewery (Wil-
liamsburg AleWerks being the first).
  On any given afternoon, tasters are gathered 
around the taps enjoying a flight or two. These 
beers are crafted with a combination of mod-
ern techniques and traditional styles – result-

By Lillian Stevens

ing in amazing flavors. “That’s the whole idea,” 
says Scott Kennedy, Head Brewer. “Taste what 
we have – try our six-ounce flights – to get an 
idea of what you like best. Then, buy a pint or 
a growler.”
  A growler is a half-gallon glass jug that cus-
tomers can bring back on return visits – and 
have it refilled at a lesser cost. “And they make 
great souvenirs for folks visiting the state or for 
collectors,” he says.
  The brewery, which opened its doors for 
business about two and a half years ago, also 

supplies local bars and eateries with its fine 
beers. They sell their beer to a distributor and 
the distributor sells to the bar or restaurant.
  “We sold our first keg to a bar on April 1, 
2012 so we consider that our anniversary.” 
Scott says. “But we’ve spent years brewing de-
licious craft quality beer.” 
  According to the Brewers Association, an 
American craft brewer is small, independent 
and traditional.  “Small” means that annual 
production does not exceed six million barrels 
of beer; “independent” means that less than 25 
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percent of the brewery is owned or controlled by an alcoholic beverage 
industry member that is not itself a craft brewer; “traditional” means 
that a majority of the brewery’s product consists of beers whose flavor 
comes from traditional or innovative brewing ingredients and their fer-
mentation.
  As Brass Cannon’s head brewer, Scott is the one responsible for the 
creation and quality of the beer, which is brewed onsite in a small four-
barrel brewing system. The focus is largely on UK inspired beers, but 
they do not limit themselves to those styles. 
  “We have an English style brown ale, Scottish style ale, and Ameri-
can style beers; we like a broad range,” he says. “We really try to focus 
on mostly malty beers but try to create something for everyone. The 
Muzzle Flash is hoppy American amber and there is an IPA on the way.”
  There is a summer seasonal called Split Shot and a fall seasonal called 
the Kanonefest as well as a tap dedicated to small batch experimental 
beers that change often.  The first of these was the Apple Scot – a varia-
tion on the very popular Angry Scot.
  “The Angry Scot is the one that goes out to bars and restaurants the 
most and the second most popular one going out is the Smoothbore 
which is an oatmeal stout. The oats do create a different kind of body. 
It’s creamier and there is a touch of sweetness so it’s not dry or roasty 
like a Guinness would be.”
  It sounds awfully complicated but Scott considers his profession a 
blend of work and hobby. Though he is self-taught, there are universi-
ties that offer formal education in this realm – from Germany’s Siebel 
Institute of Technology to the University of California at Davis to the 
University of Wisconsin just to name a few.
  Scott has worked at Brass Cannon since they opened.  He and his 
business partners are just three friends who happen to love good beer – 
and who know how to make and market it. His partners include Tony 
Artrip, Brass Cannon’s CEO and business visionary, and Phil Norfolk, 
President and marketing/sales guru.
  In addition to his activities at Brass Cannon, Scott is also the man-
ager of the Hampton branch of HomebrewUSA.  
  “HomebrewUSA is the shop where the three of us bought our very 
first brewing supplies,” he recalls.  “At some point six or seven years ago 
we started home brewing together,” Scott says. “That means we were 
basically making beer in small five-gallon batches in our homes. We did 
that for a couple of years before we decided to launch Brass Cannon.”
  A catchy name for a brewery located a stone’s throw from the colo-
nial capital.
  “We came up with about ten different potential names for the brew-
ery that would tie into the colonial history of the area.  Then we turned 
to Facebook and asked our friends to weigh in.  The answer was clear. 
Everyone loved ‘Brass Cannon’ best.”
  In and around Williamsburg, history has been the hallmark for cen-
turies. More recently, the popularity of craft beer is on the rise.
  “There has been a lot of growth in the area – especially in Richmond, 
but in Williamsburg too. AleWerks is the only other craft brewery in 
the area right now but a third one, Virginia Brewing Company, is also 
opening in the area.”
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  In a town where hospitality is the hallmark, it is not surprising that 
the folks at Brass Cannon are good colleagues not to each other but also 
to competitors about to launch Williamsburg’s third brewery.
  “The guys from Virginia Brewing Company came in a few times, and 
we shared with them our experiences in setting up and the mistakes we 
made so they will hopefully avoid making the same mistakes,” Scott 
says. “We are competitors but we are all friendly with each other.”
  As the popularity of craft beers continues to rise, so does the growth 
of the brewing industry.
  “America is at the forefront of innovation where it comes to beers.  
It used to be British, German beers but as the craft industry grew in 
America, we have really led the charge of innovation using new things 
– different kinds of hops, malt combinations and unique ingredients. 
It would be hard to find a double IPA or agave based beer in Europe. 
We have helped to spread the idea of good beer not just across the U.S. 
but in the U.K. and Germany where they are starting to import more 
American beers.”
  At Brass Cannon, it’s more about balance.
  “A lot of breweries will have really strong IPAs that are all hops and 
no malt background; others will have brews that are all malt and not 
any hop bitterness to prevent it from being too sweet. We really try to 
focus on balancing between the two. With an IPA you will be balanced 
more toward the hop side; with Scottish ale you will be balanced more 
toward the malty side but both of those flavors are important.”
  At the moment, Scott and his colleagues are working on an IPA.
  “We didn’t have an IPA when we first opened because every brewery 
does one and we wanted to be different. We’ve decided to create one, 
though, and it should be out hopefully by the holidays.”
  Does he have a favorite beer?
  “I am a firm believer that there will always be a better beer out there 
but I don’t have a favorite,” he says. “Our own recipes come from vari-
ous sources. When we opened, we had three taps and those three were 
written by all three of us together, and we brewed it on the home brew 
scale on our home brew equipment.”
  The men brewed red ale one week; brown ale the next, and then the 
stout. Then they would taste the red ale and tweak it. 
  “We operated that way for about a year and a half before we started 
on the large system. Some of the other recipes like the Muzzle Flash or 
summer seasonal Split Shot are just experiments I had done at home.”
Scott says he still home brews and sometimes when those experiments 
turn out really well, he brings a couple bottles in for tasting.
  “The other guys will share it, and together we will decide what is 
really good and what needs to be tweaked for a full scale batch. For 
instance, our upcoming winter seasonal is actually the result of a con-
versation between the three of us and two customers who were here in 
the tap room.”
  The beer, which will make its debut in time for the holiday, will fea-
ture coffee, cardamom seed, figs and dates.  “I love figs,” Scott Kennedy 
says, “so I had to incorporate those.”
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JOHN BOEHMER

  Looking for a holiday food that has great 
nutrition, made entirely of protein, with trace 
vitamins and minerals and no carbohydrates? 
Then the food for you is the oyster, according 
to John Boehmer of Hayes Oyster Company.  
  “Of course if you throw it into a high fat 
stew or douse them in butter that changes,” 
he says. “It’s a great healthy food, and disease 
around here is virtually non-existent as long as 
the producers are doing the right things.” Also, 
the Department of Shellfish Sanitation states 
that oysters can stay in the refrigerator for two 
weeks as long as they are not submerged in wa-
ter. “They have to be able to breathe, so put 
them in a bowl and cover them in a wet paper 
towel. They’ll be fine.”
  John’s journey to Williamsburg was circu-
itous. Originally from the suburbs of Orange 
County, California, he enlisted in the U.S. 
Army in 1980 as a helicopter crew chief. After 
extensive travels and deployments, he retired 
from Fort Eustis as a Sergeant Major and then 
accepted a position as a support contractor in 
his field. He currently lives in Williamsburg 

By Narielle Living

with his wife, Lauri, and absolutely loves the 
area.
  Five years ago one of John’s co-workers 
started raising oysters in his water off the York 
River. After eating some of the fresh oysters, 
John asked about the business. “He told me all 
about cage raising oysters, how the aquaculture 

things go in and I thought if I just had wa-
terfront property I’d love to do something like 
that,” John says. After a little bit of research 
and partnering with a friend, John got his wish. 
A self-described foodie and environmentalist, 
John was hooked. He started reading up on the 
subject of oyster farming and made the deci-
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sion to move into the business. He learned he 
had to accomplish two things: leasing the wa-
ters and becoming a certified shellfish dealer.  
  “Virginia owns all the waterways and the 
land under the waterways, unless you’ve owned 
land since 1778 or something like that. I ap-
plied for a lease through the Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission. The lease goes by the 
acre, and I paid a fee to have the survey done. 
The Virginia Marine Resources Commission is 
committed to encouraging and increasing the 
number of people putting oysters in the water 
because of the restorative effects it has on the 
bay. They were absolutely helpful. Then the 
other part of it was to be certified as a shellfish 
dealer. I had to take some training courses, get 
inspected and bring onsite refrigeration.”
  His business is now up and running, with 
a dedicated Facebook page and oysters served 
in two local restaurants. John loves sharing his 
product with others and will provide free deliv-
ery of fresh oysters for his customers.
  John also spends a lot of time talking to 
people and educating them about oysters. As a 
member of the Tidewater Oyster Growers As-
sociation (TOGA) charter, he says that they try 
to educate the public about aquaculture and 
specifically get as many homeowners who have 
waterfront property to get oysters in the water 

for restorative purposes. 
  “Back in the day, when the settlers were first 
coming here, oysters were so prevalent in the 
waters, particularly in the James River, that 
they were hazardous to navigation, especially 
at low tide. The water was clean and blue. I 
think there were enough oysters in the water 
that they actually filtered 100 percent of all 
the water in the bay within two or three days,” 
John says.
  Because of the popularity of oysters, over-
harvesting occurred, which depleted the stock. 
Added to this pollution from runoff, pig farms, 
regular ground farming and pesticides all took 
a toll on the bay, specifically on the seabed. 
  “The type of harvesting they were doing, 
and still do today, is called tonging and dredg-
ing, where they go in and dig native oysters up 
out of the seabed. This destroys the grasses that 
are the first stage in the life cycle for the bay. 
Those grasses provide protection and oxygen in 
the water. An adult oyster can filter up to 50 
gallons of water per day,” John says.
  He described the information booth that 
TOGA sets up to educate the public at confer-
ences and events. At the booth, they have two 
small aquariums filled with river water. One 
aquarium holds blue crabs and little fish, and 
the other holds big oysters and little fish. Both 

have oxygenating tubes so everything stays 
alive. “Within two to three hours the aquari-
um with the oysters is clear, and the other one 
is still brown. Oysters do all kinds of things; 
they filter the water, provide a habitat for other 
small creatures and protection for small inver-
tebrates. They are really a base building block 
for the ecology of the entire bay.” 
  Getting oysters back into the water is an im-
portant aspect of restoring the bay, reminding 
people that growing oysters in cages is restor-
ative aquaculture which clearly helps the bay. 
  “Think of it like a Christmas present for the 
bay,” he says.
  Oysters are a popular food for both Thanks-
giving and Christmas. John says that during 
football season people love grilling oysters for 
tailgate parties or Superbowl parties. “It’s easy, 
you don’t have to shuck them, it’s a great way 
to cook them and it goes along with bonfires.”
  Oysters are traditionally a fall meal. There 
is an old rule that says that oysters should only 
be eaten during months that contain the letter 
“R.” John says that there used to be two reasons 
for the rule. “First, in areas like the gulf states 
where there is more disease than we have here, 
there’s a higher chance for them to have disease 
during those warm summer months. Also, the 
handling during summer months is so much 
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more critical, and it’s important to get them 
into refrigeration as soon as possible.” 
  The second reason to only eat oysters during 
“R” months has to do with their reproductive 
cycle. “In a naturally producing oyster they 
spend the summer months preparing to spawn, 
spawning and recovering from spawning. They 
are taking all that food energy and using it to 
spawn, so some people believe the meat tends 
to be less flavorful when they’re using all the 
food energy to spawn.”
  John isn’t certain whether or not this is true, 
but he goes on to describe triploid oysters, 
which avoid the spawning debate. “The in-
dustry has embraced triploid oysters which are 
an oyster bred like a seedless grape or seedless 
watermelon. Dr. Stan Allen at VIMS, a Profes-
sor and Director of Aquaculture Genetics and 
Breeding Technology Center, is one of the sci-
entists who came up with an innovative way 
to create triploid oysters that is more environ-
mentally friendly. They chemically shock an 
oyster and create an odd pair of chromosomes 
so it can’t reproduce. If it’s got two or four pair 
it can reproduce, but three or five cannot.” 
  John adds that the entire team at VIMS is 
wonderful to work with, and he has enjoyed 
getting to know them while learning about the 

world of oysters. “Little known fact,” he adds, 
“All oysters are born male, but they change 
their sex throughout their life cycle. They be-
come female and sometimes switch back. The 
theory is that they sense what they need to 
be… they are amazing little creatures.”
  John’s passion for oysters and restoring the 
ecosystem of the bay is obvious, even down to 
his thoughtful repurposing of oyster shells. He 
stresses that while oyster shell driveways look 
great, the shells still serve a purpose.
  “I put all the shells in the water, and I ask 
for all my shells back,” he says. Even after the 
oyster is eaten the shells can absorb nitro-
gen from the water. “Nitrogen is from excess 
runoff, from places like pig farms, which are 
part of the big problem. That excess nitrogen 
is what causes algal blooms, the bad blooms, 
leading to things like fish kills. Of course the 
oyster shells don’t absorb much, you’ve got to 
put a couple of billion shells in the water, but 
that’s why I ask people not to make a driveway. 
Throw them back in the water.”
  John Boehmer’s enthusiasm and sense of 
purpose make up Hayes Oyster Company, and 
just in time for the holidays he has shared oys-
ter recipes that can enhance any festive gather-
ing.

Steamed Oysters 
Fresh Oysters in the shell 
White wine 
1 clove Garlic 
1 Lemon wedge 
-Scrub oysters with a brush under cold water. 
Pour enough Wine into an 8 qt pot to fill about 
1/2” deep. Crush the Garlic and drop into the 
wine. Squeeze the Lemon into the Wine and drop 
into the pot. Place a steamer basket into the pot. 
Stack Oysters, flat side up. Turn heat to Med-
High and cover (offset the lid allow some steam 
to escape, to prevent boiling over). Steam for 
5 minutes, and check to see if most of the Oys-
ters have opened, if not, steam another 2 min-
utes. Carefully remove the Oyster with tongs or 
a long-handled spoon. Be careful retain as much 
of the Oysters’ brine as possible. Pull off the flat 
shell, place the cupped shell in an Oyster tray (or 
deviled egg plate). Separate the Oyster from the 
shell with a knife (the Chef should have to do this, 
not your diners). Serve with melted Garlic Butter, 
chilled Cocktail Sauce and Saltine Crackers. 

Sake-Mirin Oyster Sauce 
2 parts Quality Sake 
1 part Mirin 
1/8 part Rice Wine Vinegar 
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1/8 part Soy Sauce 
Fresh Chives, minced 
-Combine all ingredients, mix well and chill. Add 
small 1 or 2 drops onto well chilled oysters on the 
half shell or steamed oysters immediately prior to 
serving. 

Lemon Vodka Granita – Oyster Garnish 
1 cup water 
1/4 cup sugar 
1/4 cup lemon vodka 
1 tsp finely grated lemon zest plus 1/4 cup freshly 
squeezed lemon juice 
1/4 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper 
1/8 teaspoon salt 
Makes about 1 cup of granita. 
-Place all ingredients into a bowl and whisk to 
combine well. 
-Pour mixture into a 9-inch square baking pan and 
place it in the freezer. Stir mixture with a fork ev-
ery 30 minutes, continuing to break down frozen 
portions into a shaved-ice consistency. 
-Add small amount onto well chilled oysters on 
the half shell immediately prior to serving.
 
Beef and Oyster Pie
2 lbs beef stew meat
1 ounce plain flour
5 tablespoons sunflower oil

1 ounce unsalted butter
8 ounces button mushrooms, trimmed
2 onions, thinly sliced
1/2 teaspoon sugar
10 fluid ounces Guinness stout
10 fluid ounces beef broth
3 sprigs fresh thyme
2 bay leaves
2 tablespoons Worcestershire sauce
12-18 small (2.5” shell) oysters, shucked
1 lb puff pastry
1 small egg, beaten, for brushing
salt & freshly ground black pepper
-Season the pieces of steak with salt and pepper, 
toss with the flour and shake off, but reserve the 
excess flour. Heat 3 tbsp of the oil in a flameproof 
casserole or large saucepan and brown the meat 
in 2 batches until well colored on all sides. Trans-
fer to a plate.
-Add another tbsp of the oil, half the butter, and 
the mushrooms to the pan and fry briefly. Set 
aside with the beef. Add the rest of the oil and 
butter, the onions and sugar to the pan and fry 
over a medium-high heat for 20 minutes, un-
til the onions are browned. Stir in the reserved 
flour, then gradually add the Guinness and stock 
and bring to the boil, stirring.
-Return the beef and mushrooms to the pan with 
the thyme, bay leaves, Worcestershire sauce, ¾ 

tsp of salt and some pepper, then cover and sim-
mer for 1½ hours, until the meat is just tender.
-Lift the meat, mushrooms and onions out of the 
liquid with a slotted spoon and put into a deep 
2-pint pie dish. Bring the liquid to a boil and boil 
rapidly until reduced to 1 pint. Remove and dis-
card the bay leaves and thyme twigs, adjust the 
seasoning if necessary. Return the meat, mush-
rooms and onions to the liquid, and leave to cool 
completely.
-Preheat the oven to 400F. Add the fresh shucked 
oysters to the saucepan and mix. Pour into a pie 
pan, and push a pie funnel into the center of the 
mixture.
-Roll out the pastry on a lightly floured surface 
until it is 1in larger than the top of the pie dish. 
Cut off a thin strip from around the edge, brush it 
with a little beaten egg and press it on to the rim 
of the dish. Brush it with more egg, cut a small 
cross into the center of the larger piece of pastry 
and lay it over the dish so that the funnel pokes 
through the cross. Press the edges together well 
to seal. Trim away the excess overhanging pastry 
and crimp the edges between your fingers to give 
it an attractive finish. Chill for 20 minutes to relax 
the pastry.
-Brush the top of the pie with beaten egg and 
bake for 30 to 35 minutes, until the pastry is crisp 
and golden and the filling is bubbling hot.
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TRENNA TANKERSLEY

  Part of Trenna Tankersley’s holiday shop-
ping always begins in June. That’s when she 
needs to place an online order for lots of fleece 
– 25 yards of red fabric and another four yards 
of a child-friendly print, that will turn into a 
very special kind of stockings. 
  These aren’t the stockings that hang by fire-
places to collect gifts. Instead, they are the gifts, 
one for each of approximately 75 babies born 
during the month of December at Sentara Wil-
liamsburg Regional Medical Center. They’re 
also long and wide enough for a newborn to fit 
inside for souvenir photos. 
  “It’s just a little extra touch to make new 
moms and dads feel special at this time of year, 

By Alison Johnson
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and to honor the new babies’ lives,” says Tren-
na, chair of the Sentara Auxiliary’s Christmas 
stockings program and a hospital volunteer 
since 2006. “I am only doing a little thing; 
many other people do much more than I do. 
But I also feel like if we all do little things, we 
can make a big difference.” 
  Trenna has headed up the stocking project 
for about four years. She also works in Vol-
unteer Transport for four hours on Tuesday 
mornings, when jobs might include wheeling 
out discharged patients, delivering mail and 
flowers and transporting blood samples for 
laboratory testing to ease the time crunch for 
busy hospital staff. 
  Her favorite assignment is escorting new 
parents outside. “They’re so proud and so cau-
tious, and then everybody in the lobby is ooh-
ing and aahing as the babies go by,” Trenna 
says. “It’s such a touching moment to be a part 
of.” 
  With the exception of those happy families, 
the holidays often are a particularly tough time 
for people to be in a hospital. That’s why staff 
and volunteers do their best to make Sentara a 
festive place, decorating each area with lights, 

trees and white poinsettias and hosting live 
musical performances. 
  “The environment in general is inviting,” 
Trenna says. “It seems almost like you’re walk-
ing into a hotel lobby rather than a hospital, 
which is meant to help people feel at ease given 
an unpleasant and stressful situation. It’s beau-
tiful. There is a real spirit of togetherness.”   
  The stocking project is a team effort, too. In 
late August, Trenna and five or six other volun-
teers meet at the hospital for about three hours 
to cut the yards of fleece into pieces, which 
then goes out to people who have signed up to 
sew the stockings together at home. 
  Trenna delivers those precut pieces, thread 
and instructions to the sewing team, which has 
until December 1 to complete them. “Some 
sew 10, some sew 30,” she says. Finding people 
who know how to sew has gotten more dif-
ficult these days, she notes, although she had 
enough volunteers this year. She generally takes 
care of sewing on a label that reads, “Welcome 
to the world precious one! With tender loving 
care, The Sentara Auxiliary”. 
  Once Trenna has the stockings back, she 
drops them off at the auxiliary’s volunteer of-

fice for distribution in the Family Maternity 
Center. “I’ve never handed them out myself, 
but I hear people say it’s a wonderful thing and 
really special to the families,” she says.  
  Trenna, a New Mexico native and retired 
teacher, started as a hospital volunteer in 2006, 
about five years after she and her husband 
Charles moved to James City County. For 
the first few months, she worked in Volunteer 
Transport at the hospital’s old location, when it 
was called Sentara Williamsburg Community 
Hospital, on Monticello Avenue where mul-
tiple additions had created a maze of hallways. 
  “I have no sense of direction, and I would 
literally end up standing at walls,” she recalls. 
“Patients would have to tell me, ‘No, we have 
to go this way.’” The flow at the newer regional 
medical center off Mooretown Road is much 
better, although, she adds, “I still managed to 
get lost for a while.” 
  Directional issues aside, Volunteer Transport 
is a good match for Trenna because she likes to 
meet new people and stay active: “There are a 
lot of smaller jobs we can do, like delivering 
mail from the fourth floor to the mailroom so 
a nurse doesn’t have to do it. Or maybe we’ll 
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Williamsburg: 240 McLaws Circle #110
(757) 229-7854______________________

Newport News: 10858 Warwick Blvd #C
 (757) 599-3011

Call the
Travel Professionals
at Warwick Travel

“LIKE” us on Facebook 
www.warwicktravel.com

*All rates are based on double occupancy and are subject to change and availability. Gov’t taxes of  approximately $118.38 to $185.01 are additional. Other dates available upon request. Registry Bahamas and United States of  America. ©© Corporation Ltd. NCL Corporation Ltd.

Ask us about Norwegian’s Haven Suites.  
The Haven provides you with the finest 
amenities, an Elite pre-cruise concierge 
team to arrange dining, entertainment 
and spa requests and 24-hour butlers.  
The exclusive Courtyard offers a 
private pool, hot tub, 
fitness area, dining 
areas and a dedicated 
Courtyard Valet.

 Bermuda
7-day Norwegian Breakaway 

from New York City
from $759 per person 

7-day Norwegian Getaway 
from Miami

from $689 per person 
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see a patient or visitor walking slowly in the 
hallways, and we can offer them a wheelchair. 
Some say no, but some are very grateful. I like 
that I’m moving around, not sitting. I have the 
time, so I want to help.”  
  The transport job isn’t different during the 
holidays, except that Trenna might chat with 
discharged patients about how nice it is that 
they get to go home to celebrate. “Some are 
quiet and don’t want to talk, but most are very 
appreciative of the care and kindness they have 
received,” she says. 
  Although she was born in Las Vegas, Trenna 
and her three sisters spent most of their child-
hood in a tiny, one-blinking-stoplight town in 
New Mexico, where her father was superinten-
dent of schools. Trenna’s high school graduat-
ing class had just 30 students. 
  During one of her high school years, Trenna 
had an interesting gig as a part-time police 
dispatcher, spending several hours on Wednes-
days and Saturdays answering radio calls at the 
home of a sheriff’s deputy. The deputy’s wife 
was the full-time dispatcher and needed the 
time off to run her errands. 
  During about 10 months on the job, Trenna 

recalls taking only two calls. “The one I re-
member was a lady who came out of the hotel 
in town with no clothes on, and she was run-
ning up and down the street,” she says. “I put 
the call out on the radio, and somebody from 
the sheriff’s office handled it. It wasn’t a place 
where major things happened.” 
  After graduation, Trenna earned a Bachelor’s 
Degree in elementary education from New 
Mexico State University and later a Master’s 
Degree in Education from Azusa Pacific Uni-
versity in Southern California. She taught in 
public elementary and middle schools in Cali-
fornia and Texas, spending part of her time in 
special education and as a student assistance 
counselor to help kids at risk of failure and 
families struggling with addiction issues. 
  As she and Charles began pondering their 
retirement, they were attracted to Williams-
burg’s physical environment: its trees, green 
space and nearby water, and its weather. “This 
is the first place I’ve lived that’s had four sea-
sons,” Trenna notes. “The place I grew up, es-
pecially, was dry, hot and brown.” 
  Today, Trenna’s hobbies include reading, 
quilting and Qigong, an ancient Chinese 

health practice that integrates physical pos-
tures, breathing techniques and mental focus. 
She and Charles also like to travel; Sydney, 
Australia is a favorite spot.  
  Trenna has been involved in various hospital 
auxiliary efforts over the years, such as the an-
nual Festival of Lights – an evening fundraiser 
with live music, appetizers, a silent auction 
and a tree-lighting ceremony. The auxiliary’s 
other work includes maintaining the hospital 
gift shop, awarding scholarships to outstand-
ing high school students who plan to work in 
health care, helping out-of-town visitors who 
fall ill while in Williamsburg and providing 
mammograms and bone density screenings to 
uninsured or under-insured local residents.  
  “They really do so much,” Trenna says.  
  And while the holidays do bring a particu-
larly merry atmosphere to the hospital, Tren-
na Tankersley stresses that the atmosphere of 
caring isn’t seasonal. “The same excellent at-
tentiveness to each individual, whether it is a 
patient, family member or visitor, is consistent 
throughout the year,” she says. “This is true of 
the entire hospital staff. It makes me proud to 
be a small part of it.” 
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Saturday 10 am - 3 pm • Closed Wednesday and Sunday

On Rt. 33, 5 mi. East of West Point in Shacklefords • Call 804.785.6291
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 High tech nursing
 Assistance with medical machinery, including
 ventilators
 Central and peripheral intravenous drug
 therapy, such as chemotherapy
 Administration & maintenance of  catheters
 PICC line dressing changes
 Total Parental Nutrition (TPN), G-tube or
 other feedings
 Epidural mediports
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 Physical, occupational & speech therapies
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 And more…
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DEBBIE LAWHON

  Thanks to Debbie Lawhon and her 
colleagues at the DoubleTree Hotel 
in Williamsburg, there’s just no rea-
son to have a ho-hum office holiday 
party this year. She treats the com-
munity event as if it where her own 
party – hosted in the building where 
she’s worked for many years.
  On December 10, the hotel will 
be hosting its first-ever Tinseltown 
Tapas, a community Christmas party 
designed to give small to medium-
sized groups a chance to kick off the 
holidays not only with each other, 
but with other revelers, too.  
  “We wanted to do a new event that 
would be great for local businesses for 
the holidays, and this was it,” Deb-
bie, conference sales manager for 
the DoubleTree, explains.  The hotel 
ballroom, beautifully decorated for 
Christmas, will be set up with tables 
for 10 guests and even a dance floor.  “So you 
can celebrate with your friends and colleagues 
at a table or maybe have two tables” while 
guests from other groups celebrate alongside.  
Debbie describes the event as “just a big party 
for small businesses.  It’s the best of both—a 
chance for you to have your Christmas party 
individually but still be in a fun place with oth-
er people too.”
  An added feature of the event will be a chance 

By Susannah Livingston

for guests to purchase a discounted pass to 
Busch Gardens’ Christmas Town.  The Double-
Tree is the closest hotel to the theme park and 
has enjoyed a mutually beneficial relationship 
over many years.  Debbie says there’s been a lot 
of interest in the Christmas Town pass, which is 
something a boss can give to his or her staff or 
something guests can buy for themselves.  
  Debbie says the idea of Tinseltown Tapas 

came to her in a flash one day.  
“Because of the Tinseltown theme, 
there will be lots of silver, and our 
annual Christmas tree will be in 
that room. We’ll tinsel it up!” she 
says, laughing.  
  But what about the “tapas” part 
of the event?  What exactly is the 
tapas approach to eating? “It’s 
about small plates. It’s not like 
you come in and there’s a buffet 
and you take gobs of food. In-
stead, guests will take several little 
plates—little tastings—and come 
back for a few more small plates.  
It’s an opportunity for you to try 
different things.”  
  Tapas have been catching on 
in restaurants nationwide even 
though it’s a more labor-intensive 
way to serve food, it’s worth it.  
“Everyone’s a foodie these days 
and it’s a way that we can show-

case what we can do. With tapas, people say to 
each other, ‘Have you tried this? Have you tried 
that?’  It’s fun and it’s a conversation aid.” 
  Some of the tapas items planned for De-
cember 10 are already standouts on the hotel’s 
restaurant menu, but most will be specially pre-
pared for Tinseltown Tapas.  “We’ll have holi-
day empanadas that are basically Thanksgiving 
dinner—turkey, stuffing, and cranberry—in a 

Five Forks Shopping Center • 4498 John Tyler Hwy.
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tiny crust.  There will also be croquettes with risotto, butternut squash, 
and Smithfield ham,” Debbie says.   One of her personal favorites, which 
Debbie describes as “the best adult mac-and-cheese you’ll ever eat,” is also 
in the lineup. In tribute to the season, there will be small shots of eggnog 
alongside other beverages.
  Listening to Debbie talk about the event and her own day-to-day 
work, it’s clear that the DoubleTree is a welcoming place. Debbie has 
worked in the hotel conference field since she graduated from college in 
1979, and at this particular property since long before it was a Double-
Tree. Her decades of tenure are a tribute to her own good work and to 
the hotel’s ability to adapt to changing times and consumer demands.  
The hotel recently underwent a $7.5 million renovation and reopened as 
a DoubleTree in July 2013.  
  “We can seat 1,100 for a meal but we also have rooms that are perfect 
for eight people. We spent a lot of time reenergizing the hotel.” The effort 
has paid off:  business is good, both from the tourism and the conference 
angle, and the large meeting spaces are already booked for celebrations 
every Friday and Saturday in December.  
  Debbie grew up in Newport News, went to Radford College, and 
came to Williamsburg to start her career in hospitality. She was soon 
working at what was then the Williamsburg Hilton and National Con-
ference Center. At one point she left for a year but came back.  
  “I’ve seen all the changes,” Debbie says.  “I’ve held several positions 
in the hotel and came back to the most rewarding one for me—meeting 
planning.  I’ve been a Certified Meeting Professional since 1999.” As 
conference sales manager, Debbie is both catering manager and meeting 
planner. She says that with the incredible variety of groups coming in all 
the time, there’s just no reason to get bored. “This property brings the 
world to us and it makes my job interesting.  I couldn’t work in a quiet 
cubicle,” she adds, laughing. 
  Debbie says that while the summer used to be relatively quiet at the 
hotel, that’s no longer the case.  “Now we have busy Junes and busy Au-
gusts with family reunions.  Then September through December is busy 
with meetings and holiday parties. Maybe January is a little quieter, but 
we have big groups that love coming in January and February.” 
  Unlike most industries, the hotel business is one that never closes its 
doors.  “You’re at work when it’s required and you take time off when 
business allows,” Debbie says.  “It’s not a normal 9:00-to-5:00 world. You 
just know when you need to be in the hotel.”
  Asked why Williamsburg continues to be a strong draw for all types of 
visitors, Debbie has a ready answer.  “It’s a quaint small town that has a 
strong attraction for people from all over the U.S. It’s not just a meeting 
place. It has lots of history to share.  Many of our guests bring their fami-
lies to turn their meeting trip into a family vacation.”  She adds that the 
DoubleTree, one of the largest hotels in the Historic Triangle, has sleep-
ing rooms, restaurants, and meeting space all under one roof.  “Guests 
like that because it’s convenient.”
  In her not-very-abundant spare time, Debbie loves to travel, entertain 
at home, and spend time in her garden and at the beach. “Anything that 
requires being outdoors, really,” she says.  Her extended family shares an 
Outer Banks beach week each year and it’s always Debbie’s favorite time 
away.  She turned a training meeting in Chicago into a vacation this past 
summer and took a trip to California with her sisters.  She plans to visit 
Montana with family after Thanksgiving.
  “My family all live within an hour of Williamsburg, which is a great 
reason to call Williamsburg home.” Maybe Debbie Lawhon’s extended 
family will come to the Tinseltown Tapas luncheon to sample all that 
she’s worked hard to orchestrate.
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PRISTINE EASY- LIVING!
5BR, 4BA, Sunroom, Office, Bonus Rm & Fenced Yard!

$925,000

CREEK FRONT CONTEMPORARY!
Acre + lot, 5 BR, 3BA, 1st Flr Master

$525,000

GRACIOUS BRICK GEORGIAN!
Spacious 4BR, 3.5BA, finished basement, private setting

$475,000

STUNNING RIVER VIEWS!
Elegant River’s Edge home w/ many updates!

$1,375,000

OVERLOOKING WAREHAM’S POND!
3rd flr, 2BR, 2BA unit, close to Resort amenities

$234,900

CONTEMPORARY CLASSIC!
Builder’s home, gourmet Kitchen, Media ctr & more!

$570,000

ENJOY THE PRIVACY!
Two 1st flr BRs, hardwood floors

$525,000

BRICK RANCH ON CUL-DE-SAC!
New roof, new paint and carpet!

$370,000

LOOKING FOR A BARGAIN? 
Lowest priced 2 BR resort condo!

$170,000

BURWELL’S BLUFF
Choose from 4 house plan options!

Starting at $740,000

COTTAGES ON THE JAMES
Fully furnished with James River views!

$848,000 - $988,000

ELEGANT RENOVATIONS!
Brick transitional w/ 1st Floor MBR

$675,000

3RD FAIRWAY PANORAMIC VIEW!
Privacy on Plantation Course w/ 1st Flr Master

$629,900

NOT A SHORT SALE!
Great opportunity to own a home in Kingsmill!

$225,000

100 Kingsmill Rd. • Williamsburg, VA • 757-561-2722 • 800-392-0026
This information is believed to be accurate. Recipients of this data should satisfy themselves as to the accuracy of the information that is important to them. Licensed to do business in the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

www.kingsmillrealty.com

UNDER CONTRACT

RIVER & GOLF VIEWS!SOLD NEW DEVELOPMENT

We Wish You and Your Family a Joyous Holiday and Happy New Year! 

OPPORTUNITY IS KNOCKING!
One-floor Living on the 14th Green!

$495,000

BUILD IN SPENCER’S GRANT!
Proposed Ron Curtis home, 4 BR, 3 car garage

$859,000

UNDER CONTRACT

SOLD

Charlotte Jones Eli HuntCarol Ball Sandra Davis Lisa Gero Mike Stevens



36	 NEXT DOOR NEIGHBORSDECEMBER2014

www.ChristmasInWilliamsburg.com

You and your family can enjoy the magic of the holidays by experiencing many of the wonderful things 
there are to do right here at home. Enjoy this convenient sampling of holiday happenings. 

Please visit the website above to discover all of the things there are to enjoy during the holidays! 

H O L I D A Y                    C A L E N D A R

Williamsburg Area Events

Gardens Celebration®
Nov 21, 2014 to Dec 31, 2014
Celebrate the spirit of the sea-
son at Busch Gardens’ Christ-
mas Town™. Christmas Town 
brings holiday traditions to life 
with heartwarming shows, deli-
cious holiday dining and festive 
shopping opportunities. Experi-
ence Christmas traditions from 
around the world and keep 
warm with a mug of Busch Gar-
dens’ signature hot chocolate. 

Turkey Pardoning/Food 
Drive
Nov 26, 2014 at Museum hours 
9 a.m.-5 p.m.; pardoning cer-
emony 11 a.m. 
For the fifth year, the Virginia 
Living Museum will celebrate 
the long and healthy life of its 
wild turkeys during the annual 
Turkey Pardoning. Enjoy exhibits 
and activities about wild turkeys 
and attend the brief ceremony 
at 11 a.m. when Newport News 
Mayor McKinley Price will par-
don the turkeys.

Foods & Feasts of Colonial 
Virginia
Nov 27, 2014 to Nov 29, 2014 at 
09:00 AM to 05:00 PM

Colonial Virginia foodways are 
featured during this three-day 
event beginning on Thanksgiving 
Day. At Jamestown Settlement, 
learn how food was gathered, 
preserved and prepared on land 
and at sea by Virginia’s English 
colonists and Powhatan Indians. 
At the Yorktown Victory Center, 
learn about typical soldiers’ fare 
during the American Revolution.

Thanksgiving at Colonial 
Williamsburg
Nov 27, 2014
The holidays begin with the most 
American of meals—Thanksgiv-
ing. Enjoy a three-course meal in 
a historic tavern with traditional 
18th-century trimmings or bring 
the entire family together for el-
egant contemporary cuisine in 
one of our hotels. 

Thanksgiving at The Café 
Provençal
Nov 27, 2014 at Two seatings 
1:30 and 2:00 pm
Four-Course Dinner. $100 inclu-
sive of tax & gratuity plus $25 for 
wine-pairing. Two seatings 1:30 
and 2:00 PM. Special wine list 
available for bottle purchases. 
Menu Coming Soon! Reserva-
tions required. Please call 757-
941-0317. 

“A Christmas Carol” Street 
Theater – Merchants Sq.
Nov 27, 2014 at Varies. 
3:30 & 5 p.m. on most days with 
12:30 p.m. show some days .En-
joy a hilarious 30-minute street 
theater production of the Christ-
mas classic from the Virginia 
Theatre Machine. Back for a 7th 
year! Exclusively in Merchants 
Square. Weather-permitting. 
See website for weather-related 
rescheduling. 

Yankee Candle presents: 
Ne’Qwa Ornament Signing
Nov 29, 2014 at 11am-2pm 
Ne’Qwa Art’s demonstration 
artist, Trieste, will answer ques-
tions about Ne’Qwa Art and its 
line of reverse-painted glass or-
naments. Don’t miss this chance 
to have a Ne’Qwa Art ornament 
signed and personalized for your 
friends and family! 

Holiday Evening in the 
VLM Planetarium – Vir-
ginia Living Museum
Nov 29, 2014 at Star of Wonder” 
5:30 p.m., “Laser Holidays” 6:30 
The Virginia Living Museum 
Planetarium presents “Star of 
Wonder: Mystery of the Christ-
mas Star,” an immersive look at 
the journey of the Magi, as we 

examine the latest clues and 
seek once more to understand 
the Star of Bethlehem. Recom-
mended for ages 8 and up. 

Yankee Candle presents -Elsa 
& Anna Meet and Greet!
Nov 30, 2014 at 12pm-3pm 
Meet and greet with Anna and 
Elsa from Frozen! Have a chance 
to say hello and take a photo 
with the Frozen Princesses! 

A Colonial Christmas at 
Jamestown Settlement & 
Yorktown Victory Center
Dec 1, 2014 to Jan 5, 2015 at 
09:00 AM to 05:00 PM
Holiday traditions of the 17th- 
and 18th-centuries are recalled 
through special interpretive pro-
grams and, from Dec. 26-31 and 
Jan. 2-5, musical entertainment 
of the period. A Jamestown Set-
tlement holiday film compare 
and contrast English Christmas 
customs of the period with how 
the season may have been ob-
served in the difficult early years 
of the Jamestown.

A Colonial Christmas – 
Jamestown Settlement & 
Yorktown Victory Center
Dec 1, 2014 to Jan 4, 2015 at 
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM daily . 
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Closed Christmas and New Year’s 
days. Holiday traditions of 17th- 
and 18th-century Virginia are re-
called through special interpre-
tive programs and, December 
26-31 and January 2-4, musical 
entertainment of the period. A 
Jamestown Settlement holiday 
film and guided tours compare 
and contrast English Christmas 
customs of the period with how 
the season may have been ob-
served in the difficult early years 

Annie’s Needle Arts Festival
Dec 4, 2014 to Dec 7, 2014 at 
8:00a.m. to 5:30pm
Annie’s Needle Arts Festival is 
a four-day cross-stitch and nee-
dle art event sponsored by Just 
CrossStitch magazine. Attendees 
take classes and get personal in-
struction on stitching exclusive 
projects by top instructors, shop 
a richly-stocked on-site needlec-
raft boutique and start each day 

with a surprise attendee-only 
gift!     

Yorktown Celebrates 
Christmas
Dec 5, 2014 to Dec 13, 2014
With an annual Christmas Tree 
Lighting, Market on Main Street, 
Lighted Boat Parade, Cookies 
with Santa, Yorktown Market 
Days and Toyland Parade, and 
Breakfast with Santa.  All holiday 
dates & times to be determined 
in the next month. For more in-
formation, including event de-
tails, times and fees, visit the 
website event calendar at www.
visityorktown.org 

Christmas Tree Lighting
Dec 5, 2014 at 7:30 PM - 8:30 PM
A tradition that began in 1945 
continues with the Yorktown 
Christmas Tree Lighting. Evening 
highlights include a 7 pm perfor-
mance by The Fifes and Drums 

of York Town at the Victory 
Monument, festive music at Riv-
erwalk Landing, the procession 
of lights through the historic vil-
lage, and the arrival of Santa and 
Mrs. Claus. Free. 

“A Christmas Carol” Street 
Theater – Merchants Square
Dec 5, 2014 at Varies. 
3:30 & 5 p.m. on most days with 
12:30 p.m. show some days. 
See website. Enjoy a hilarious 
30-minute street theater pro-
duction of the Christmas classic 
from the Virginia Theatre Ma-
chine. Back for a 7th year! Ex-
clusively in Merchants Square. 
Weather-permitting. See web-
site for weather-related re-
scheduling. 

Yorktown Lighted Boat Parade
Dec 6, 2014 at 7 pm
Festively decorated sail and 
power boats compete for “Best 

in Show.” The Yorktown water-
front is bedazzled with holiday 
sights and sounds, including a 
spectacular floating parade of 
lights starting at 7pm, caroling 
around a roaring beach bonfire, 
musical performances and com-
plimentary hot cider. Yorktown 
Waterfront. Free.   

Centuries of Christmas at 
Berkeley Plantation
Dec 6, 2014 to Jan 1, 2015 at 
9:30 AM - 4:30 PM
The elegant 1726 mansion will 
be beautifully decorated with 
fresh greenery from Berkeley’s 
gardens. Costumed guides will 
add a special touch to your 
holiday season with stories of 
Christmas at Berkeley through 
four centuries of history. 

Berkeley Plantation 
Christmas wreath Work-
shop and Tour

5772 Monticello Ave Suite E Williamsburg • 757-564-7378
Open Monday - Saturday 10am to 6pm; Sundays by appointment

Also located at 2014 Old Brick Road, Glen Allen • 804-360-0530

www.bedcraftersbymichelle.com

“Give us one night. We’ll give you a better day. We promise!”

Your Locally 
Handcrafted Mattress

Let us help you make an 
educated decision and 
get a well-deserved good 
nights rest.

CUSTOM-MADE
MATTRESSES

(757) 229-1041
240 McLaws Circle (Next to Starbucks)

Route 60 near Busch Gardens in
Market Place Shopping Center

Call us for free delivery!

THE MOST RELIABLE FREE 
DELIVERY IN THE AREA

(Well...Almost.)

Providing courteous service and quality products for over 100 years

The cure for all of 
your gift giving 

needs.

Ship where 
you shop.
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Dec 6, 2014 at 1:00 PM
Begin your afternoon touring 
the 1726 manor house, beauti-
fully decorated with fresh ar-
rangements and wreaths cut 
from Berkeley’s boxwood, cedar 
and holly trees. Following the 
tour gather for a wreath-making 
workshop creating your own 
Berkeley wreath. Refreshments 
served. 1:00 PM. Reservations 
required.

Christmas Market on Main
Dec 6, 2014 at 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Whether you are searching for 
a holiday gift for family, friends, 
or as a treat to yourself, you’re 
sure to find it at the Christmas 
Market on Main. The market 
features arts and crafts vendors, 
strolling musical entertainment, 
and a visit from Santa and Mrs. 
Claus. 

The Williamsburg Sym-
phonia presents Holiday 
Pops
Dec 6, 2014 to Dec 7, 2014 at 
1:30 p.m. and 3:00 p.m.
The Williamsburg Symphonia 
presents Holiday Pops, all your 
favorite music of this festive 
season. The Symphonia is con-
ducted by Music Director Janna 
Hymes, in her 11th season on 
the podium. At the Kimball The-
atre in Merchants Square. 

Centuries of Christmas at 
Berkeley Plantation
Dec 6, 2014 to Jan 1, 2015 at 
Christmas tours are conducted 
daily from 9:30 until 4:30
The elegant 1726 mansion will 
be beautifully decorated with 
fresh greenery from Berkeley’s 
gardens. Costumed guides will 
add a special touch to your 
holiday season with stories of 

Christmas at Berkeley through 
four centuries of history. Christ-
mas tours are conducted daily 
from 9:30 until 4:30. The cost is 
$11 per person. 

Berkeley Plantation 
Christmas Wreath Work-
shop and Tour
Dec 6, 2014 at Visit website for 
start time 
Begin your afternoon touring 
the 1726 manor house, beauti-
fully decorated with fresh ar-
rangements and wreaths cut 
from Berkeley’s boxwood, cedar 
and holly trees. Following the 
tour gather for a wreath-making 
workshop creating your own 
Berkeley wreath. 1:00 Refresh-
ments served. The cost is $35.00 
per person and reservations are 
required. To make reservations 
call 1-888-466-6018. 

Auntie M’s American 
Cottage: Art Workshops 
Felted 3D Santa Head with 
Artist Valerie Johnson
Dec 6, 2014 at 9:00am – 12:00pm 
or 12:30 – 3:30pm
Come join Artist Valerie Johnson 
of Flying Cow Creations to create 
a needle felted 3D Santa Head 
just in time for the Holidays. 
Learn the basics of needle felt-
ing while creating this character 
head. 

Williamsburg Choral Guild 
- Carols and Holiday Songs
Dec 6, 2014 at 1:00 until 3:00 p.m.
Sing carols and holiday songs 
with members of the Williams-
burg Choral Guild, accompanied 
by a brass quartet and under 
the direction of Artistic Direc-
tor/Conductor Jay BeVille. Bring 
family and friends to Merchants 
Square, Williamsburg’s bustling 

COMPASSIONATE
CARE - Don’t Forget
 
Presented by Ed Golden, President

One of the most critical issues in senior healthcare is 
noncompliance with medication. Most seniors take numerous 
medications, and taking them in the correct dosages and at the 
correct times helps ensure that seniors remain independent. 
Should they forget to take their medicine, or forget they took it 
and take a second dose, it could result in a medical emergency, 
or even death. Professional caregivers can provide critical 
medication reminders. They can be sure that their seniors have 
eaten if a medication must be taken with food. Caregivers can 
maintain records showing that medications have been taken 
and at what time. We can help with the intimate care that your 
loved ones needs like bathing and dressing, as well as the 
other daily chores like cooking and transportation. 

Managing your loved one’s complex medications schedule can 
take more time and attention than you have. Let COMFORT 
KEEPERS help. We can also place RNs and LPNs if your 
loved one’s medication requires an IV or injections. We are an 
affordable alternative that allows you to remain in your
own home.

www.comfortkeepers.com   

Home Care 
Services
• Companionship

• Conversation

• Meal Preparation

• Laundry

• Light Housekeeping

• Grocery Shopping

• Errands

• Incidental 
  Transportation

• Medication Reminders

• Grooming Guidance

• Personal Care

• Specialized Care

For More Information Call
(757) 229-2777

► CEREC One Visit Crowns
► Bridges and Veneers
► Cosmetic Dentistry
► Preventive Care
► Implants
► Extractions
► Root Canals
► Teeth Whitening
► And More!

Enjoy State of the Art Dentistry

Children & Adults
Most insurAnCes ACCepted

211 Bulifants Blvd. - Suite A, Williamsburg, VA 23188

757-229-6414
www.DrEdwardAOwens.com

Edward A. Owens D.M.D.

Over 20 years
of experience in a

full range of dental 
services.
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center of festive events, where 
they will join Guild singers in a 
delightful musical welcome of 
the season. 

Yankee Candle : Make 
Your Own Blown Glass 
Ornament!
Dec 6, 2014 to Dec 7, 2014 at 
11am-6pm 
Create a blown-glass holiday 
heirloom with the help of the 
Chrysler Museum Mobile Glass-
blowing Studio Team. Choose 
the colors you want and inflate 
a glass bubble into your own 
personalized ornament. This is a 
wonderful gift that forever holds 
your breath! Price: $25 presale/
per person, $30 per person for 
Walk-Ins Slots are limited. 

Colonial Williamsburg – 
Breakfast with the Chefs
Dec 6, 2014 at 9:00 am- 12:00 
pm 

Join the Colonial Williamsburg 
Chefs for a delicious buffet 
breakfast and a spirited four-
course cooking demonstration. 
Our Culinary Team will show you, 
step by step, how to prepare a 
delicious four-course meal that 
you can call your own. Recipes, 
techniques, and samples will 
be offered along with plenty of 
“Chef” fun and entertainment. 

Greater Williamsburg 
Chamber & Tourism Alli-
ance presents – Williams-
burg’s Annual Christmas 
Parade!
Dec 6, 2014 at 8:30
This year’s Christmas Parade 
theme: A Storybook Christmas.  
Our community parade prom-
ises to be a great family event 
featuring floats, bands a ménage 
of animals and the jolly ole Elf 
himself, Santa Claus! Join locals 
and visitor alike to cheer on our 

local bands, clubs and business-
es as they compete for ribbons 
for best float, or band. 

Watermen’s Museum – 
Annual Oyster Roast
Dec 6, 2014 at 12:00 to 3:00 
Our annual Oyster Roast is a 
tradition on Yorktown Water-
front. Reminiscent of Cheasa-
peake Bay’s Golden Days, when 
our shores contained billions of 
oysters, our old-time roast is at-
tended by hundreds throughout 
the Tidewater region. We offer 
all-you-can-eat fresh oysters 
from local sources. Alternate 
menu selections available for 
non-seafood eaters. 

Cookies with Santa
Dec 7, 2014 at 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM 
Christmas is alive at York Hall 
where children and parents can 
visit with Santa Claus, enjoy 
some tasty treats, and shop for 

holiday gifts in the Gallery at 
York Hall. Cameras are encour-
aged. 

Grand Illumination 2014
Dec 7, 2014
Light Up Your Evening In the 
18th century, a special occasion 
was celebrated with fireworks, 
bonfires, and the lighting of can-
dles in the windows or cupolas 
of public buildings and private 
homes. Today, this tradition lives 
on. Celebrate as live musical per-
formances and a dazzling display 
of fireworks cap off a weekend 
of holiday events. 

Yankee Candle – Holiday 
Tree Lighting
Dec 7, 2014 at 10am-7pm 
Join Yankee Candle Village as we 
light up the holidays! Sing along 
with Christmas carolers as Santa 
lights the Village Christmas Tree 
at 5pm – 6pm. • 25% off Select 

Without any insurance, my 

only hope for quality care 

and a comforting hand is 

a place like the Lackey 

Free Clinic. Please. Give 

them your support now. 

757.886.0608
lackeyfreeclinic.org/givenow

Fact: More than 300,000 low income, uninsured Virginians  
�are�not covered under the Affordable Care Act.

Source: “A Healthy Virginia,” William A. Hazel, Jr., MD, 
Secretary of Health and Human Resources, Sept. 8, 2014

Lackey Free Clinic is 
a tax-exempt 501-c3 
non-profit organization. 
Your donation given 
now will be fully tax 
deductible in 2014.



40	 NEXT DOOR NEIGHBORSDECEMBER2014

ornaments • FREE Ornament 
Personalization • FREE Holiday 
Food Sampling • FREE Cupcakes 
and Marva Maid Milk 

Colonial Williamsburg 
presents – Grand Illumina-
tion Supper
Dec 7, 2014 at 4:00 pm- 6:00 pm 
Gather around our table for a 
sumptuous supper before our 
Grand Illumination Celebration 
lights up the night. The Chefs 
of Colonial Williamsburg have 
planned a hearty holiday meal 
as memorable as the evening’s 
main event. As you dine, enjoy 
live musical performances sure 
to get you into the holiday spirit. 

“A Christmas Carol” Street 
Theater – Merchants Square
Dec 7, 2014 at Varies. 
3:30 & 5 p.m. on most days with 
12:30 p.m. show some days. 
See website. Enjoy a hilarious 

30-minute street theater pro-
duction of the Christmas classic 
from the Virginia Theatre Ma-
chine. Back for a 7th year! Ex-
clusively in Merchants Square. 
Weather-permitting. See web-
site for weather-related re-
scheduling. 

DoubleTree by Hilton Wil-
liamsburg presents: Tin-
seltown Tapas Luncheon
Dec 10, 2014 at 11:30 AM - 1:30 PM 
Join us for our Tinseltown Tapas 
Luncheon! It’s the perfect com-
munity holiday party for local 
businesses and organizations 
with a small office or small bud-
get. Come out and enjoy deli-
cious “small plates,” a DJ, dance 
floor, cash bar, and door prizes. 

Colonial Christmas at 
Berkeley Plantation
Dec 13, 2014 at 1:00 PM
Come to Historic Berkeley Plan-

tation and learn how the Harri-
son family celebrated Christmas 
during the 18th century with 
colonial music, Christmas stories 
and decorations of fresh green-
ery and natural arrangements.  
Refreshments served. Reserva-
tions required. 

Toyland Parade
Dec 13, 2014 at 1:00 pm
Decorate a stroller, wagon, your-
self, or even a pet and join in the 
1:30 pm parade. Santa and Mrs. 
Claus will be on hand to greet 
the guests. The Fifes and Drums 
of York Town will lead the pa-
rade, and as an added treat, the 
Polar Express will be chugging 
along through Riverwalk Land-
ing. 

Yorktown Market Days
Dec 13, 2014 at 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
The market will operate with 
extended hours and offer items 

unique to the holiday season, 
in addition to the usual array of 
fresh produce, meat and sea-
food, baked goods, quality art, 
and more. Free. 

Breakfast with Santa
Dec 13, 2014 at 8:30 AM - 10:00 AM 
Join Santa and Mrs. Claus, our 
special guests from the North 
Pole, for this once-a-year, family-
oriented breakfast. Experience 
the enchantment on the chil-
dren’s faces as they relay their 
Christmas wishes to Santa. Spe-
cial treats for the kids. Seating is 
limited. Tickets Required. 

Junior Woman’s Club of 
Williamsburg – Breakfast 
with Santa
Dec 13, 2014 at 7:30am-10:30am 
Ticket Price Includes: Breakfast 
Buffet, Complementary Family 
Picture with Santa, Kids Crafts, 
and Entertainment. Proceeds 

122 Waller Mill Rd. Located in the K-Mart Shopping Center next to Tu Tienda
(757) 220-3145 • www.ElSabrosonVa.com

Order Your Tamales 
and Party Trays for 
Christmas Parties!

 Please place orders
48 Hours Ahead!

Please call ahead of order.

$500 Off
Two Entrees and 

Two Drinks
Not valid with any other offers. Excludes Pupusas and 

Whole Chicken. Coupon good thru 12/31/14.

Enjoy Your
Holidays with Us!

Check us out on
Trip Advisor!

Enjoy Our New 
Dining Room!

Try a delicious, 

authentic Latin 
meal today!

mortgage

Virginia Addison
NMLS# 631429

C. Tina Trimmer
NMLS# 631437

Susanne Beasley

When it comes to a home loan,
choose your home team.

baylandsfcu.org  
888.843.2520

Over 40 Years of combined mortgage experience!

No 
Closing
Costs*• Low rates & downpayments

• Purchase or refinance 
• Knowledgeable & helpful staff

At least 20% equity in primary residence is required. Maximum amount of outstanding loans to a 
Baylands member may not exceed  $350,000. O�er applies to 10 and 15-year, �xed-rate loans 
only.  Payment Example: A loan amount of $100,000 for 10 years at an annual percentage rate of 
3.375% = $983.98.  A loan amount of $100,000 for 15 years at an annual percentage rate of 
3.625% = $721.80.  *Waived closing costs include appraisal, lender’s title fees, processing fee, 
Docutech, �ood certi�cate, credit report and Deed of Trust recording fees. If loan is closed within 
three years of opening date, the waived fees will be added to the loan pay-o� amount. Additional 
fees, terms and conditions may apply to this o�er. O�er is subject to change or end without 
notice.  For further details, please contact a Mortgage Loan O�cer. This credit union is insured by 
the National Credit Union Administration.  Equal Housing Lender.

James City-Norge Branch
7031 Richmond Road

Williamsburg, VA 23188

West Point Branch
2004 Main Street

West Point, VA 23181
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benefit local non-profits. To pur-
chase tickets and reserve seats 
visit http://www.williamsburgju-
niors.org/ 

Star Party/Laser Light 
Shows – Virginia Living 
Museum
Dec 13, 2014 at sunset, 6:30, 
7:30, 8:30, 10 & 11:30 p.m. 
Free sky observing begins at 
sunset at the Virginia Living Mu-
seum. Enjoy the planetarium 
shows “Star of Wonder: Mystery 
of the Christmas Star” at 6:30 
p.m. and “Virginia Skies” at 7:30. 
Then the VLM planetarium pres-
ents the laser-light-and-music 
shows “Laser Holidays” (family) 
at 8:30, “Laser Metallica” at 10, 
and “The Vision Bell” at 11:30. 

“A Christmas Carol” Street 
Theater – Merchants Square
Dec 14, 2014 at Varies. 

3:30 & 5 p.m. on most days with 
12:30 p.m. show some days. 
See website. Enjoy a hilarious 
30-minute street theater pro-
duction of the Christmas classic 
from the Virginia Theatre Ma-
chine. Back for a 7th year! Ex-
clusively in Merchants Square. 
Weather-permitting. See web-
site for weather-related re-
scheduling. 

Great Wolf Lodge Holiday 
Luncheon!
Dec 15, 2014 to Dec 19, 2014 at 
11:30 am - 1:30 pm 
Treat your staff or family to a 
holiday buffet at Great Wolf 
Lodge Williamsburg. Come and 
enjoy the feel of a big holiday 
party for a small holiday price. 
Reserve for an office of 1-2 peo-
ple or reserve a table for a party 
of 10. All guests will receive an 
exclusive “Splash Pass” for two 

Holiday Evening in the 
VLM Planetarium – Vir-
ginia Living Museum
Dec 20, 2014 at “Star of Won-
der” 6:30 p.m., “Laser Holidays” 
7:30 
The Virginia Living Museum 
Planetarium presents “Star of 
Wonder: Mystery of the Christ-
mas Star,” an immersive look at 
the journey of the Magi, as we 
examine the latest clues and 
seek once more to understand 
the Star of Bethlehem. Recom-
mended for ages 8 and up. 

Christmas at The Café 
Provençal
Dec 25, 2014 at Two seatings 
1:30 and 2:00 PM.
Four-Course Dinner. $100 inclu-
sive of tax & gratuity plus $25 for 
wine-pairing. Two seatings 1:30 
and 2:00 pm. Special wine list 
available for bottle purchases. 

hrpediatricdentistry.com

Dr. H. Bobby Garofalis and Dr. Yugal Behl

Oil Change Special
Oil change with Free Tire Rotation  

(up to 4 Qts. of Oil)
FREE

Oil Change
with Tune-Up

at Jamestown Auto
1301 Jamestown Rd.

*with coupon. Good thru 12/31/14

at Jamestown Auto
1301 Jamestown Rd.

*with coupon. Good thru 12/31/14

FULL SERVICE
AUTO REPAIR

$2499

Jamestown Auto
1301 Jamestown Rd. • Williamsburg
(757) 229-6356

Specials!

 Buy Three Tires,
Get
One

Fuel Specials
5 Cents Off ........... on Thursday
20 Cents Off ...........on Tuesday
10 Cents Off Diesel ... on Monday
at Jamestown Auto

1301 Jamestown Rd.
*with coupon. Good thru 12/31/14

at Jamestown Auto
1301 Jamestown Rd.

*with coupon. Good thru 12/31/14

 FREE!

Menu Coming Soon! Reserva-
tions required. Please call 757-
941-0317. 

Colonial Williamsburg’s – 
Pint & Pairings
Dec 27, 2014 at 2:00pm - 4:00pm
Celebrate the traditional flavors 
of the holiday season with Beer 
Barons Anthony Frank and Ken 
Clasen. Discover some tasteful 
pairings of exceptional beers 
from Virginia’s breweries with 
products from local farmers and 
artisan food crafters. Must be 21 
or older to purchase tickets and 
attend this event. Valid ID is re-
quired. (No infants or strollers 

New Year’s Eve at Wessex 
Hundred
Dec 31, 2014
Toast the New Year at Wessex 
Hundred. More details to come.
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N e x t  D o o r  N e i g h b o r s
Business

  The end of the year brings reflection on 
where we are in our professional careers and 
where we’re going. Jane Siegel, Professional 
Counselor and Coach, says to consider career 
transitions as next chapters.
  “I ask people to consider these of four ques-
tions when beginning their next chapter: 1. 
Where are you now? 2. Where do you want 
to go? 3. How might you get there? 4. What 
could be your first step?”  Jane lists. The first 

By Greg Lilly, Editor

question is straight forward, but the others 
may need some reflection.
  She explains that taking on a new career 
direction can be stressful and is not a direct 
progression of events. Her own career evolved 
over time. She has owned two corporations, 
was a single Mom and followed her heart. She 
earned her undergraduate at the University of 
New Hampshire and has lived in the Williams-
burg area for over 30 years. Jane understands 

personally how life’s circumstances can affect a 
career as well as career choices.
  She enrolled in graduate school at the Col-
lege of William and Mary with the intention 
of transitioning from teaching to a school ad-
ministration in order to support her husband 
through college and be available for her three 
sons. At William and Mary, she met the profes-
sor and mentor who would guide her into the 
career to follow her gifts as well as her heart. 

Is Your Life in Transition?
We can help you 
through these 
challenging times...

• Downsizing
• Packing and Moving
• Home Clean-outs
• Estate Sales and more!

(757) 784-7764    •    www.WilliamsburgEstate.com

Laura Kinsman, 
Owner

Kim Gibbons,
Project Mgr.

Craig L. Minton
Regional Manager - Reverse Mortgage Specialist
NMLS #459935
757-254-1331
cminton@americannationwide.com
NMLS #72043 (nmlsconsumeraccess.org)

Corey Miller Photography

What’s
Your 
Next
Chapter?
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That career was counseling. “What a blessing 
because I would have been the worst principal 
in the world”
  Jane uses the holistic approach to counseling 
in her private practice. Many of her previous 
experiences have led her to her current work as 
a “Next Chapter Coach.” She’s a certified facili-
tator for Too Young to Retire (2Young2Retire®) 
and for Noble Purpose. “I worked with Mike 
Travis Principle at Lead Performance Inc. for 
twelve years. He trained me as an Executive 
Coach. We worked with both large and small 
corporations locally as well as nationally.”
  Several scenarios could prompt a new career 
chapter. “It could be a dream to start some-
thing new,” Jane says, “or from a forced change 
like a layoff. For some, they say they’re consid-
ering changes because their job just isn’t chal-
lenging or interesting any more. They want to 
explore possibilities.”
  Possibilities can seem limitless, but to narrow 
the options, Jane has a series of structured tests 
and evaluations. “Such as the Meyers Briggs, a 
strength inventory, an interest inventory,” she 
lists, “the FIRO B which measures one’s need 
for inclusion, control, affection. These evalu-

ations are about personal growth and used to 
gather useful information. They help mitigate 
the inevitable fear of big changes.”
  She states that many people don’t start the 
process until they are looking for a new job, 
but the ideal timing is while a person is still 
employed and thinking about changing ca-
reers. “This is a good time because you still 
have the security of a job while you evaluate 
the best options for you. You’re exploring your 
choices.”
  A frightening aspect of changing careers is 
the possible decrease in salary. “Explore the 
purpose of your discontent,” Jane says. “Where 
is the discontent coming from? Sometimes 
people are unhappy with other aspects of their 
life: personal relationships, their employer, 
maybe it’s a clinical depression they’d had for 
years or there’s nothing that excites them out-
side of work – hobbies, weekend or after work 
activities. The discontent may be outside the 
career, but manifests itself there.” This is made 
worse when a person feels they are working 
only for a paycheck.
  “If a person decides that they need their cur-
rent paycheck to keep the family afloat, then 

it is certainly valid to continue working. But 
they need to think about what they can do af-
ter work and on weekends to create a life that 
has things to look forward to, bring some pas-
sion to life.” Hobbies, going back to school, ex-
ploring new sports, music, art or other leisure/
service activities are examples of ways to bring 
joy into life. 
  Jane has four fundamental guidelines for 
people going through a career change:
  1 - Don’t go it alone. 
  “Say you get laid-off. When you’ve been un-
employed for six months and had been a big 
part of the economic structure of your fam-
ily, it’s awful. It is ego destroying. Don’t go 
it alone,” she cautions. “Get your family on 
board. Let them know this might be difficult.” 
Keep communication open to friends, former 
co-workers, extended family – your support 
system. “You can’t sit home all day, sending out 
resumes. It’s hard not to take rejection person-
ally.”
  2 - Know your core strengths.
“A period of unemployment, chaos and change 
may have you doubting your strengths,” she 
states. She uses an exercise of asking five folks 
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that you know well and trust to be totally hon-
est on their evaluation of assets and liabilities. 
“Really, you don’t have to do the liabilities, but 
they’re good to have.” Each friend writes down 
five of your assets and five of your liabilities – 
anonymously. “This is wonderful because you 
have a list to focus and work on,” Jane says. 
  In her experience, the liability lists are usu-
ally consistent – something to know as the next 
step is contemplated. The asset list shows your 
strengths and what you have to offer the world. 
“Take the strengths and post them so when 
you start to question your worth, you have this 
list to refer to.”
  3- Stay whole and healthy.
  That’s physical, emotional, mental and 
spiritual health. “How do you stay whole and 
healthy?” she asks. “Think of the next career 
chapter as exciting, a new adventure and an op-
portunity to get to know yourself better and 
make an impact on the world in a different 
way. Stay physically active, emotionally con-
nected, mentally challenged and move forward 
in faith.”
  4 – Practice the “Three Ps.”
  Patience – You need patience when chang-

ing careers. “Anyone transitioning needs pa-
tience,” Jane says. “Companies don’t always tell 
you they’re not interested in your resume, they 
just throw it away. If you can learn patience, it 
makes life so much smoother.”
  Purpose – Purpose bolsters every aspect of 
the next chapter in life. “Why are you here? 
How do you manifest that? What is your pur-
pose? Up until your thirties, you are building 
this container that’s stable – it’s your family, 
job, cars, houses…stuff,” Jane describes. “After 
that, in your 30s to 50s, this container is built 
and you’re at the place to think about what 
goes into it. A career change can make a person 
think – what do I want in this container? What 
is my purpose? What have I always dreamt of? 
What is valuable to me? It’s a time to challenge 
old stale habits.”
  Positivity – Be intentionally positive. “Have 
clear intentions,” she says. “Manifest your des-
tiny.” She suggests this can be tricky with the 
old support system that has kept you in place 
for many years, but embarking on a new ad-
venture may mean leaving some things, and 
people, behind. Surround yourself with what 
you want and people who support you. “You 

create a positive environment.”
  Knowing core strengths and interests help 
guide career changers toward their next chap-
ter. The steps to get there may take a crooked 
line, but Jane says knowing where you want to 
be plots the path.
  Jane’s own chapters in life have brought her 
to helping others. “I love walking with people 
through their challenges and coming out on 
the other side. That’s what is so cool for me. It’s 
also part of who I am. My biggest value is love. 
I feel every day that I’m very blessed to do this 
as my career.”
  She sees herself as intuitive when she’s work-
ing with people in career changes. She uses the 
hard facts of testing tools and evaluations, but 
a lot of information comes during discussions 
with people contemplating their next move. 
  “I’ve had to recreate myself many times. 
I’ve raised my three kids by myself because of 
divorce. We all have changes in our life that 
must be dealt with,” Jane Siegel says. “Things 
change. It takes courage to go out on your 
own. I’ve met so many awesome people from 
so many walks of life. They have courage and 
insight. I’ve been blessed to do this.”

www.grapesbythecrate.com  
4680-15 Monticello Marketplace

(757) 564-4400

Offering a great selection of 
Beer, Cheese, Cigars and our deli, 
The Cork Cafe.

Get Your
Merry 

On!

come to cooke’s for all of your

Holiday Decorating!
Fresh & Artificial Wreaths, Garland & Trees, Ribbons & Bows, Ornaments & 
Gifts, Jewelry & Advent Calendars, Mark Roberts Santa & Fairy Collection

Holiday Kick-Off
Nov. 28 - 30

Select items up to

40% OFF
Free Bow

Making Class
Fri, Dec. 4, 11am & 5:30pm

Night Owl Sale
Dec. 12, 6 - 9pm

Need extra time to shop?

Santa Visits
Sundays 1-4, Nov 30 - Dec 21 
Bring the kids & family

pets for photos
with Santa

Locally owned
by the Schell family 

for 24 years

1826 Jamestown Road
(757) 220-0099

Thank you
for letting 

Cooke’s be 
a part of 

your holiday 
tradition.

Mon-Sat 10-6
& Sun 12-5

Photographer 
Gene King of 
Creative Worth Studio

NDN
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N e x t  D o o r  N e i g h b o r s

Sports

  Kyla Kerstetter, a senior at the College of 
William and Mary, is co-captain of the wom-
en’s basketball team, a great “slasher” and a 
hard worker, on and off the court.
  “I’m probably known as the hustle player,” 
she says. “I’m not the best shooter, not the 
best dribbler, not super skilled, but I will work 
hard.” She’s very modest of her basketball abili-
ties. “Rebounding is a lot of hustle. You decide 
to rebound or not. I’m a not a bad shooter, but 
I think my hustle on the court sets me apart. 
I’m more of a slasher. Some girls are great at 
the 3-point shot. I’m more of a jump-shooter. 
They call it a slasher – someone who is con-
stantly moving. I have a good pull-up game.”
  Born in Delaware and relocated to the 
Nashville, Tennessee area when she was still a 
baby, Kyla grew up playing basketball. “I start-
ed around five years old,” she says. “My dad 
played in college, so that’s where the influence 

By Greg Lilly, Editor

Developed by Nationwide Securities, LLC. Nationwide Life Insurance Company. Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company and Affiliated Companies. 
Home office: Columbus, OH 43215- 2220. Subject to underwriting guidelines, review and approval. Products and discounts not available to all persons 
in all states. Nationwide Insurance, the Nationwide framemark and On Your Side are service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company

www.nationwide/mikerock

Serving Williamsburg Since 1994

CA
LLMIKE ROCK

757.564.8900

Mike Rock 1303 Jamestown Rd. Unit 119, Williamsburg, VA

Home • Auto • Life • Business

We wish you a happy and healthy holiday season and a joyous new year!

312-H Lightfoot Rd., Williamsburg

757-220-3450 • currydentalcenter.com
Most Major Dental Insurance & Children’s Medicaid Accepted

Dr. Lisa J. Curry

Thank You
for allowing us to serve 

your dental needs for over 10 Years

Erin Rice, RDH

Your Questions Answered 
BEFORE Treatment

Lisa W. Cumming Photography

The Value of

Teamwork
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came from.” He never pressured her to play his game and encouraged 
her to try different sports. Her favorite sports turned out to be soccer, 
which her older sister played, and basketball. When she entered high 
school, she found she needed to pick one sport to concentrate on, and 
it was basketball.
  “Basketball was something my dad and I played a lot when I was 
young. I know it was his chance to continue participating in a game he 
loves – not just in the back yard, but in a more organized, competitive 
way. He coached me then and still coaches me now. His involvement 
has made this more fun for me.”
  Her passion for the game made the thought of stopping after gradu-
ating from high school unimaginable. “I did travel basketball, and that’s 
where a lot of the recruiting comes in. Honestly, I had not heard about 
William and Mary before visiting. In the Nashville area, William and 
Mary wasn’t the school people talked about.”
  Kyla and her parents took a tour of east coast universities as she con-
sidered which to choose. “My parents wanted to stop here because they 
knew what a great school it is. I thought the colonial part was strange,” 
she says with a laugh, “you know, people walking around dressed like 
that.” The natural beauty of the campus hooked her, but the aspect that 
determined her choice was the women’s basketball team.
  “Hanging out with the team sold me. Could I see myself with this 
group of people? Yes. I mean, you spend so much time with your team, 
you better like them a lot. I think that’s what sealed the deal for me: I 
could see myself here with this group of girls for the next four years. So 
far, it’s been a great experience, and I’m glad I decided to come here.”
  Academically, Kyla will graduate in the spring with a degree in Ki-
nesiology and Health Science. “I’m doing a pre-med path and was just 
accepted to physical therapy school,” she says. “That’s the plan for the 
next few years. I’m going to the University of Delaware for my DPT 
(Doctor of Physical Therapy).”
  But with graduation on the horizon, Kyla still manages to give her 
focus to the women’s basketball season. She credits being named co-
captain to her hard work and dedication. “I think we’ve lacked a strong 
leadership component on the team these past few years. It’s extremely 
important to have. We have a big freshman class and a lot of young 
girls. They need someone to help guide them through the year. My co-
captain, Jazmen Boone, is one of my best friends. I know her and she 
knows me. We feed off each other well.”
  Kyla and Jazmen ensure the team knows what to do on the court 
and off. They motivate the team during workouts, practices and during 
games. “The encouragement is huge,” Kyla explains. “When you’re a 
freshman, you’re really unsure of yourself. Sometimes you don’t get a 
lot of feedback. That’s where we come in. If they’re doing well, the cap-
tains let them know. If they aren’t doing what needs to be done, we tell 
them that, too. So far it’s been easy because we have such a hardworking 
freshman class. Jazmen and I just encourage them to keep doing what 
they’re doing.”
  She knows that the pressure of competition requires more responsi-
bility and guidance. “When it comes to games, in the high stress situ-
ations, the captains are someone to look to. It’s good to have that pres-
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ence on the team in those stressful times, plus it’s good for us to be 
looked to during those times. It shows a great deal of respect. Jaz and I 
are so excited to be in that position.”
  Team captain doesn’t mean that Kyla has nothing to work toward. 
She loves playing offense and shooting and scoring, but knows defense 
is her challenge. “Oh yeah, defense is something I’ve been working on 
all four years here,” she says. “I’m pretty tall for a guard. Sometimes, I 
have to guard little, quick girls – something I’ve been working on. I’ve 
heard a lot more encouragement on that since I’ve been concentrating 
on improving my defense. I could play offense all day. I’m definitely 
offensive-minded. With the group of girls we have this year, they will 
make a lot of our offense come from our defense. We had the most steals 
in the conference last year. We were getting the ball and going with it. 
It wasn’t as much set plays.”
  Basketball has taught Kyla valuable skills. The foremost, she says, is 
time management. “Freshman year is a big transition knowing what the 
workload is here at William and Mary then adding the time commit-
ment needed for basketball. It all has to fit in. That was the big thing in 
my freshman year, and I know it will be for our freshman girls on the 
team. That’s a tough transition.”
  At Williamsburg Community Chapel, Kyla leads a Bible study group. 
She remembers getting support and guidance from older students when 
she came to Williamsburg. “To have a senior that is encouraging and 
helpful and wanting you to succeed, that meant the world to me. So, 
now I have a group of high school girls in a Bible study group, but it’s 
also a social thing, who I can help.” The girls see Kyla as an older sister 
who can give advice and root for their successes. 
  “That’s rewarding to me to be that person to younger girls. I’ve been 
that young girl looking up to someone else. It’s cool to have a group of 
girls come to me when they need advice. To get a phone call from one of 
the girls from the Chapel group – actually wanting to talk to me about 
something or have lunch together – that’s gratifying. I was connected 
that way with a senior on the basketball team when I was a freshman, so 
it’s like passing a torch. It’s been an awesome experience.”
  As she looks to the future after the basketball season, graduation and 
physical therapy school, Kyla envisions her ideal job to be working with 
children in a hospital environment. “I love pediatrics, and I love the en-
vironment of a hospital. My goal is inpatient pediatric therapy. I worked 
with some cancer patients this summer and I fell in love with that. So 
much could change,” she admits, “but that’s what I’m thinking now. 
Everyone says to keep an open mind. But, I have the next step planned.”
She invites everyone to come to the women’s basketball games at Wil-
liam and Mary Hall. “I’m known as the girl who doesn’t stop smiling on 
the basketball court. Look for number 20!”
  For the young basketball players, she says to watch the William and 
Mary team for their teamwork and excitement about the game. “See 
how much we enjoy being out there playing. When things are jelling 
and it’s going well – that’s the best feeling in the world,” Kyla Kerstetter 
explains. “That’s what keeps us playing – the sense of teamwork and 
that passion for the game. As hard as you work all season, that’s what 
you work for.”

 During the holiday sea-
son, many of us are moti-
vated to give to our favor-
ite charities for different 
reasons.  In our practice, 
we have found that many 
parents and grandparents 
use charitable giving to 
teach their children and 
grandchildren the im-
portance of helping their 
communities, a favorite 
charity, or to respond to 
needs of those who suffer 
from catastrophic events.  
 When you choose char-
itable giving, the lessons 
can be especially pow-
erful to impressionable 
minds.  The best way to 
“teach” others what is im-
portant to you is through 
example. 
 Charitable giving falls 
into several categories, 
including outright gifts, 
gifts of a fractional share 
in property and charitable 
gifts in trust.  These meth-
ods can be used during 
one’s lifetime or at one’s 
death.  Each of them has 
separate income, gift and 
estate tax benefits.  Here 
are a few examples:  Gift 
of a residence or farm 
with a retained lifetime 
right to use the property; 
life income gifts that al-
low you to give to char-
ity but receive a regular 

income for life; leaving a 
bequest in your will or re-
vocable living trust; nam-
ing your charity the pri-
mary beneficiary of your 
life insurance or IRA.  If 
you would like to receive 
a more comprehensive 
article on Charitable Giv-
ing, please call Sandy in 
our office at (757) 220-
8114.  
 Similarly, having a 
completed estate plan — 
one that includes your will 
or revocable living trust; 
financial power of attor-
ney; and advance medical 
directive is another way 
to express your holiday 
spirit, to each other if 
married, and to your chil-
dren and grandchildren.  
Having your own estate 
plan in order is a wonder-
ful gift to your family and 
loved ones.  And, it will 
give you “peace of mind” 
knowing you have pro-
vided for your family in 
this very important way.  
 As we close this year, 
we want to express our 
appreciation and thanks 
to the readers of Next 
Door Neighbors for the 
goodwill you have extend-
ed to us.  We wish you 
and your family a Merry 
Christmas and a safe and 
healthy New Year.
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Arts 
& ENTERTAINMENT

  Warhill High School freshman Logan Lay-
man says she loves her first year at the high 
school. She balances performing in the orches-
tra and the performance band with running 
cross country. After school, she adds to that list 
singing and playing bass in two local bands: 
The UnXpected and In Layman Terms.

By Greg Lilly, Editor

  Logan became interested in music when her 
older brother, Cole, began learning the guitar. 
“My parents bought Cole a guitar for Christ-
mas to strengthen his fingers,” Logan explains 
of the start of the family band several years ago. 
“My brother and I always had a strong connec-
tion, and I’d always hang-out with him and his 

friends. When he started playing guitar, I de-
cided to play guitar so we’d continue to hang 
out together.”
  She played guitar, strumming along, follow-
ing Cole’s lead for a couple of years. After mas-
tering the cords, she was ready to move to the 
next level and use a pick. “I absolutely hated 
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playing the guitar with a pick,” she says. “I 
found that the bass didn’t use a pick, so I decid-
ed to play it. I’ve fallen in love with the bass.”
  Both the electric and upright bass have be-
come Logan’s instruments. She prefers the elec-
tric bass, but is learning more of the upright 
bass in Warhill’s orchestra. 
  When audiences see Logan performing at 
area concerts, like the James River Fest or Blues 
at the Beach or Stockley Gardens Art Festival, 
listeners are surprised to hear such a big voice 
come from a small girl. An additional surprise 
is the style of music: blues.
  “Some of my friends said I should do covers 
of newer songs,” Logan says, “but I always stick 
with the blues. My friends are very respectful 
of that direction and are really cool.” The blues 
influence started for her from her parents’ lis-
tening habits. “They would play a lot of classic 
rock in the car as we were growing up.”
  Logan and Cole had watched several You-
Tube videos of bands and, specifically, gui-
tars players. “In the recommended video list 
on YouTube, there was a video of Stevie Ray 
Vaughan. We started listening to it and knew 
it was amazing music. We got into more blues 
artists and checking out other blues videos.” 

The blues genre appealed to Logan’s interest in 
the technical aspect of the music, the intricate 
bass lines and the narrative aspect of the lyrics.
Logan performs with In Layman Terms and 
The UnXpected. In Layman Terms started with 
Logan and Cole playing along with their mom, 
Sandy, on the drums. Today, In Layman Terms 
is mostly the duo of Logan and Cole. 
  They enrolled in the Academy of Rock in 
Newport News. “It’s like a school of rock that 
brings kids together into a band. We learn 
songs and play together. It’s making our own 
band. We thought we would take that band 
from the Academy (with other kids) and go to 
competitions with it.” The band formed with 
other students from the Academy of Rock is 
called The UnXpected.
  “Just being on stage makes me feel amazing,” 
Logan says. “The crowd’s energy makes me for-
get everything going on but the performance. 
Usually, I don’t have stage fright because I’m 
not a shy person. I used to struggle with stage 
fright, but it’s become natural to me now.”
  Their name came from the reaction of au-
diences when they first started performing. 
“When The UnXpected steps on stage, the 
audience probably thinks we’re just a group of 

young kids doing cover songs.” Then Logan 
starts to sing the blues and the crowd takes no-
tice. “For a child to like blues is unordinary,” 
she says. “That surprises the crowd, and they 
stick around to see what we do.”
  Their playlist includes eight original songs 
written by Logan and Cole. “Cole and I come 
up with new licks and riffs. We’re creating a 
song now, and I’m working on the lyrics. It’s 
called ‘The Way You Groove.’ Usually Cole 
comes up with the main riff, the guitar part. I 
join in on the bass. We both work on the lyr-
ics.”
  Creating original songs comes from deep 
emotions. “Like ‘Heartbroken,’ I wrote that 
about a friend and his family’s divorce,” she ex-
plains. “The newest song that I wrote is called 
‘Won’t Let It.’ I wrote it for Relay for Life and 
Beyond Boobs. I dedicate it to fighting breast 
cancer. About a month ago, I found out that 
my grandpa was diagnosed with lung cancer. 
That really got to me. Now, ‘Won’t Let It’ has 
a full meaning to me. I dedicate it to fighting 
all cancers.”
  Logan recently won the Tidewater Arts Out-
reach’s Emerging Artist award that includes 
professional music video production. She’s cho-
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sen “Won’t Let It” as the song for the video. The 
video will be released at The American Theater 
on January 10th at The Emerging Artist Win-
ner’s concert.
  After attending the International Blues Chal-
lenge in Memphis for two years in the youth 
showcase, Logan, Cole and Logan are returning 
as a duo to compete with the professional adult 
bands from around the world.
  If concerts and competitions and school 
were not enough, Logan started a service orga-
nization called the HArt Squad (HArt stands 
for Healing Arts) as part of the Kids Care Club. 
Projects are planned for the Wounded Warriors 
Project, nursing homes, Beyond Boobs and 
more. 
  “When we lived in Florida, my brother, my 
mom and I ran a Kids Care Club called Paws 
for Peace. (The “paws” came from their school 
mascot the leopard.) We had about 100 kids 
in the club. We would go to homeless shelters, 
raise money for big cat rescues, adopt manatees 
and help at health fairs.” When they moved to 
Williamsburg, Logan missed her work with 
Paws for Peace. “With the HArt Squad here, 
we’re helping make a difference through the arts 
with things like drum circles, going to home-

less shelters and hospitals and playing music. 
It’s helping others through the arts.”
  For the future, Logan wants music to be her 
main focus.  She keeps a back-up plan of join-
ing the Marines or going to veterinarian school 
(she’s from a military family and is crazy about 
animals), but each path keeps music in her life.
“I’d love to help animals. I’ve donated to the 
Heritage Humane Society. I’d like to save 
enough money from performing to start my 
own animal shelter. If music doesn’t work out 
for me, I’d like to be a vet and play music at 
night. My third choice would be performing in 
a military band.”
  In a few years, she’s planning to attend Berk-
lee College of Music in Boston. “Cole and I 
would like to go together and share the experi-
ence,” she says. “Cole has earned scholarships 
for the past two summer programs. I’d like to, 
when I turn 15, go to the summer program too 
to learn more about Berklee.”
  But for now, Logan keeps playing in her 
award-winning bands In Layman Terms and 
The UnXpected, along with Warhill’s orchestra 
and performance band between cross country 
meets. “It’s a lot,” she admits. “We make it hap-
pen. It’s tough, but we do it.”
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Health

  “We choose to remember Maggie by the vi-
brant way she lived and not the tragic way that 
she died,” Charlotte Moyler explains. Char-
lotte is co-facilitator of the Survivors of Sui-
cide Loss group that meets the first Thursday 
of every month at Hospice House.
  Guilt, shame, blame are some of the emo-

By Greg Lilly, Editor

tions that the people left behind after a suicide 
experience. “Why? That’s the biggest question 
we ask ourselves,” Charlotte says. “What if? 
You can’t focus on the ‘why’ and ‘what if ’ be-
cause you get stuck. Why? Why me? There are 
so many broken-hearted people. It’s almost, 
‘Why not me?’ It’s not just me. It’s my son, 

my husband; it’s all of Maggie’s friends… So 
many hearts are wounded that we don’t even 
know about.”
  For every life taken by suicide, many more 
are shattered. “We are all about post-vention, 
we are not prevention,” Charlotte says. “I ap-
plaud the prevention people, those trying to 

Supreme StylesSupreme Styles

Valid at Supreme Styles with coupon. *Discount off REGULAR priced items 
only. May not be combined with any other offer or sale item. Exp.1/3/15

• Wigs • Hair Extensions
• Beauty Aids • Urban Apparel
• Cell Phone Accessories

200-B Monticello Ave., (Monticello Shopping Center)
(757) 221-0220 • www.supremestyles1.com
Mon 9:30 - 7:00 • Tue - Sat 9:30 - 8:00 • Closed Sunday

FIRST 
Item*

Each Additional 
Item*20% 10%

Check Out our Wig Sales!
 OFF  OFF+

BEAUTY SUPPLIES & FASHION

Let us host your holiday party!
• Banquet rooms for
   parties of 35 to 80
• Ideal for holiday get 
   togethers, office parties
   and civic groups

•  No room fee for parties of
   20 or more when you
   purchase food & beverages

5101 Center St. • New Town • (757) 220-4600 • wwwcenterstreetgrill.com

Corey Miller Photography

Surviving



52	 NEXT DOOR NEIGHBORSDECEMBER2014

prevent this, but our group helps pick up the 
pieces. We are worn down, but yet we are be-
ing built up, because we are sharing our bro-
ken hearts. We are opening our hearts.” 
  She explains that after the tragedy of sui-
cide, the survivors internalize the loss, closing 
themselves away from others. The group, also 
co-facilitated by Ken Hoffman, helps survivors 
look outward at other people going through 
similar experiences. “We try to see beauty 
from the ashes, joy from the suffering. It’s hard 
work.”
  Charlotte and Jim Moyler met while they 
were both attending college in Virginia. “We 
married in 1980,” Charlotte says, “and we 
were married for 12 years before we adopted 
our first child, Jake. He is currently a senior 
at William and Mary. Then two years af-
ter adopting Jake, we adopted our precious 
daughter, Maggie.”
  Maggie was diagnosed with neurocardio-
genic syncope after she had fainting spells 
starting in middle school and after several 
years of medical testing for the cause. “She did 
well with the medication. She was a very, very 
strong and determined young woman.” 

  Her senior year at Jamestown High School, 
Maggie looked forward to attending Coastal 
Carolina University to study marine biol-
ogy. “That was her big love.” She had minor 
surgery to remove her tonsils and was taking 
medication for that. “The medicine for her 
neurocardiogenic syncope kept being raised,” 
Charlotte says. “What happened to her was 
a combination of all the medications, all the 
sadness – of course I can’t prove this – but I 
think it all came to a head where she totally 
lost her hope.” 
  Charlotte had never thought of discussing 
possible suicidal feelings with her children. “It 
was never on our radar. It was just not some-
thing I worried about like car accidents or 
things like that. I was never concerned about 
suicide.” 
  The “What If?” question comes automati-
cally. “If I had maybe said to her: ‘Have you 
ever had thoughts of suicide?’ Maybe it would 
have opened the door.” She cites that there are 
around 750,000 suicide attempts each year, 
and from that, approximately 30,000 are lost.  
“So, I believe what happened in Maggie’s brain 
was like a hallucination of sorts where she just 

lost all hope and just did the unthinkable. I’m 
still like, ‘Really, Maggie, Really?’”
  Charlotte had thought a person would be 
deeply depressed or some horrific event had 
led to suicide. “But, now my whole thought 
process has changed. If it could happen to 
Maggie, it could happen to anyone.”
  She adds that it’s important to note that 
she’s not a counselor or a teacher. “I’m a moth-
er with a willingness to open my broken heart 
to others, because it brings me great sorrow 
to think of all the people who are suffering in 
silence. They have shame. They have blame. 
They have guilt. They carry the stigma of sui-
cide. That’s my mission, for people to know we 
don’t have to be defined by it. I would think 
what kind of mother was I? But I won’t let that 
overtake me, because I was a wonderful moth-
er. I adored her. We were very close. She made 
it very clear how much she loved me.”
  Maggie died in September of 2011. Char-
lotte looked for help. She found grief coun-
selor Barb Kaplan. “Barb was a tremendous 
help to me. I also went to Sandston, Virginia 
to a support group. I realized we needed some-
thing here, but I was still in shock and numb. 
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It’s new raw territory.” She found The Com-
passionate Friends group at Hospice House. 
“It’s for those who have lost children, no mat-
ter how your child died. Allison Delaney, who 
is the chaplain at Hospice House, helped do a 
training class for loss from suicide, and there 
were 12 of us. We met for six weeks straight.” 
Charlotte decided to step up and form the 
Survivors of Suicide Loss group in Williams-
burg, with great encouragement and assistance 
from Hospice House. “Nelsen Funeral Homes 
offered to provide cookies for each meeting. It 
fell together beautifully.”
  Survivors of Suicide Loss meets once a 
month with the goal of bringing love and 
hope back into survivors’ lives. “We feel that 
our deepest wounds can become our greatest 
strengths,” Charlotte states. “The group allows 
members to share their stories, their fears, 
their anger, their guilt – whatever emotions 
they bring through the door. “Ken and I focus 
on positive healing and run the group accord-
ingly.”
  They never know who’s coming each meet-
ing. “Ken and I just show up, and we open our 
broken hearts. Sometimes we might have 15, 

sometimes we may just have three, but we are 
dedicated to being there. When people come 
they can just listen. There’s a lot of healing in 
just listening. They can talk – some people will 
just pour their hearts out.”
  The main objective is for survivors to feel 
they’re not alone and that there are people 
who have been through what they have been 
through. “Everybody goes through their grief 
differently, but we just sit and listen, and we 
don’t judge. Confidentiality is a vital funda-
mental for the group.”
  On November 22 at Riverside Doctors’ 
Hospital Williamsburg, from 10 a.m. to noon, 
the group will hold International Survivors 
of Suicide Loss Day. “This happens one day 
a year,” Charlotte says. “It began in 1999 by 
Senator Harry Reid who lost his father to sui-
cide in 1972. He introduced a resolution des-
ignating the Saturday before Thanksgiving as 
National Survivors of Suicide Day, and then 
the movement grew to the international level.” 
  The day includes the screening of the film 
The Journey about a diverse group of survivors 
getting through daily living, weathering the 
storm, and how they can get back to a life full 

of meaning and joy. “That film illustrates how 
meeting with others who have experienced the 
same loss can be extremely meaningful and 
helpful – the same reason for our group.” 
  Suicide is not a topic people generally dis-
cuss, but recent events add visibility. “Robin 
Williams, unfortunately, helped a little bit,” 
Charlotte adds. “I want people who don’t 
know about us to realize we’re here in our 
community to help and to offer hope.”
  Charlotte and Jim’s son, Jake, was two 
weeks into his freshman year at William and 
Mary when Maggie took her life. “He’s done 
very well,” Charlotte says, proud of her son. 
“He’s tried to be more like her. She was very 
fun-loving, very easy-going. He was a little 
more rigid, wanting to do everything right. 
He’s living his life more in the spirit of his sis-
ter, which is a beautiful thing.” 
  Charlotte Moyler thinks about the future 
for her family and smiles. “I hope that my son 
will have a life full of joy. His heart is open 
to be a compassionate person. My husband is 
very dedicated to follow God’s direction, and I 
hope that God will continue to use us because 
it is God’s work we are doing.” 

One-of-a-Kind
Therapeutic Salt Cave

Floatation Tank Benefits

Try Our Amazing 
Hot Salt Rock Massage

1111 Old Colony Lane  • Williamsburg
757-229-1022

Please call for reservations.
www.WilliamsburgSaltSpa.com

Providing Salt Therapy Treatments Since 2008
Breathe Better Naturally

Sessions in the Salt Cave are extremely 
effective in alleviating a wide variety of 
health problems for people of all ages, 
such as:

• allergies • asthma •  bronchitis
• chronic respiratory tract illnesses 
• cardiovascular diseases  
• hypothyroidism  
• weakened immune system 
• depression

• pain relief 
  (back pain,  neck pain,  arthritis)
• fibromyalgia
• improved sports performance
• better sleep
• lowered stress level
• detoxification of body
• younger looking skin

Enjoy the gentle warmth as it 
penetrates the skin and soothes 
your sore muscles.

2012 & 2013

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE
Visit our gift shop! We offer a wide 
variety of salt lamps and other salt 

products. Great Christmas gifts!

COMING SOON!
Be the first to enjoy our 
new floatation tanks!
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Home

  This year marked the 90th year of Boy Scout 
Troop 103. In the hallway to the meeting room 
at Williamsburg United Methodist Church is 
the original troop flag presented to the troop 
in 1926 by President Calvin Coolidge. Scout-
master Doug Marty carries on the long tradi-
tion of the Boy Scouts of American and helps 
guide the young men toward adulthood and 
the troop toward the next big milestone of the 
100th anniversary. “It will be here faster than 
we can imagine,” he says.
  Professionally, Doug is the Director of Infor-
mation Technology at Colonial Williamsburg. 
“That’s what brought me to town,” he says. “I 
have a wife, Laura, and two kids in college a 

By Greg Lilly, Editor

NOW OPEN!
Authentic Italian Cuisine

4903 Courthouse Street, New Town
757-903-2500

www.pastaandpesto.com
• Open 7 Days a Week
• Happy Hour 3:30pm - 7pm
• Lunch Specials
• Late Night Music & Dancing

Wednesday Dinner Special
Purchase One Entree and Receive the 

second one at HALF PRICE!

5121 Center St., Ste103
Thanksgiving - Christmas

Mon-Fri  11AM-6PM
Sat 11AM-5PM

229-7333
www.laneysjewelry.com

Corey Miller Photography

90 Years of 
Scouting
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boy and girl.”
  His son, Aussie, brought Doug into scout-
ing. Although Doug spent a lot of his youth 
in outdoors education programs, he wasn’t a 
scout. “When my son was a first grader, we 
joined Tiger Cubs right here at Williamsburg 
United Methodist Church – Pack 103,” Doug 
says. “A couple of years later, I was the Cub-
master. I followed Aussie up from Cubs to Boy 
Scouts. He’s 19 now and in college.”
  Doug continued committing his time to the 
troop even after his son had aged out. “Since 
I was Cubmaster for three years, when Aussie 
moved up, I started as Assistant Scoutmaster 
with Dave Coppinger and Jimmy Etchberger 
in the Boy Scouts for several years.” Dave Cop-
pinger was preparing a large group of scouts to 
attend the Jamboree, so Doug stepped in as the 
Scoutmaster. “That’s been three years, now.”
  Troop 103 is quite large. “We have between 
85-90 scouts at any given time. A lot of the 
things I do as Scoutmaster is keep things on 
an even keel.” He works with the national or-
ganization, parents, sponsors and acts like the 
CEO of the troop. “People like Dave Copping-
er, Jimmy Etchberger and Mike O’Neal, who 
have been with the program for 35 years each, 

or more, they know more about scouting and 
boys in the woods than I could possibly know,” 
Doug adds modestly. By the way the assistant 
scoutmasters and the scouts regard Doug, it’s 
easy to see that he has all their respect and ad-
miration for his guidance and commitment.
  Troop 103, being 90 years old has deep roots 
in Williamsburg. “We see kids whose dad or 
grandfather has been a scout in this troop,” 
Doug says. “We draw from all over town. 
Originally scouting was about your neighbor-
hood or your church. That’s changed a little 
bit. We have scouts from Bruton, Jamestown, 
Lafayette, Warhill – it doesn’t matter which 
high school.”
  The troop has the reputation of carrying on 
the values and activities that established scout-
ing in Robert Baden-Powell’s book “Scouting 
for Boys” published in 1908 in England: out-
door skills that teach teamwork and leadership. 
“Troop 103 has certain characteristics that 
draw people in. We’re always in full uniform. 
That’s part of who we are. We take great pride 
in being in the uniform.” The uniform brings 
the scouts on an equal level, so that no socio-
economic differences are apparent. Each scout 
wears his uniform with honor and is respon-

sible for keeping it in order.
  “For us, the uniform is being part of the 
team. Teamwork is one of the core skills we’re 
teaching here. We happen to have a long his-
tory of being in full uniform. When we’re at 
attention, we’re at attention. That’s core to who 
we are.”
  The troop meets every Monday night, 50 
weeks a year (except for Christmas and New 
Year’s weeks). “We camp once a month – snow, 
sleet, rain – we’ve slept in it all. We do summer 
camp for a week. We do one or two high ad-
ventures, for example, recently Philmont Scout 
Ranch in New Mexico, in the Boundary Wa-
ters in Minnesota, scuba diving in the Florida 
Keys. It’s all about the outdoor programs, and 
that’s the way scouting should work if it’s go-
ing the way it was originally intended by Lord 
Baden-Powell. It’s using those outdoor skills to 
build leadership and teamwork.”
  Although the adults are there to give advice, 
the program is “boy-run.” Doug adds, “The 
Boy Scouts was always intended to be run by 
the boys, not the Scoutmasters. The boys run 
the meetings, define what the camping trips 
will be, what summer camp we go to, what 
high adventure we’ll do. They outline it all 

Lenox Outlet Store
Patriot Plaza

3032-2 Richmond Rd.
Williamsburg, VA

757-565-0800

Lenox Corporation 2014. May not be 
combined with other coupons or promotions. 
Valid for the purchase of in stock merchandise 
only. Not valid for the purchase or gift cards or 
online.  Exp. 12/24/14
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with the help of the scout handbook to move 
through the skills they need for the outdoor 
programs.”
  Over the past 90 years, not many things 
have changed in the troop. “The core ideals are 
based on developing young men with values 
and leadership skills. That has not changed. 
The Scout Oath and Law are still what they 
were. Everything we do is based on the Oath 
and Law. We use the outdoors to challenge the 
young men to build those skills in teamwork. 
They will always be put in challenging posi-
tions. The adults in scouting make sure they 
do the outdoor adventure safely. But the boys 
do the planning, cooking…all the tasks as a 
team.”
  Compass and map reading are still taught, 
even in this age of computerized GPS.  The 
boys leave their technology tucked away dur-
ing meetings and on camping trips. 
  “Back in the 1950s, the troop started meet-
ing at the Methodist Church, which at that 
time was on Duke of Gloucester Street, where 
Talbots is today. We were sponsored by the 
Williamsburg Jaycees until 1984. Then the 
Williamsburg United Methodist Church be-
came, not only our meeting place, but our 

sponsor, too.” 
  The adult leaders researched the history of 
Troop 103 at the Swem Library, and they con-
tinue doing so in preparation for the 100th an-
niversary in ten years. “It’s interesting to watch 
as they pull these archives,” Doug says. “I get 
letters from people all the time saying they 
were members of Troop 103 – the Bishop from 
the Episcopal Church in Delaware, a movie 
producer, former Secretary of Defense Robert 
Gates was a member of Troop 103. It’s interest-
ing to hear from these accomplished people or 
to find those names in the research.”
  Doug says that the Boy Scouts span from 
fifth grade (12 or 13 years old) to seniors in 
high school (18 years old), notoriously tough 
years for young men. 
  Distractions come along that pull some guys 
from the troop. “We call that the fumes: gaso-
line and perfume,” Doug adds with a smile. 
“Those are confusing years. That’s why Lord 
Baden-Powell picked that time of life for the 
boys to start. That’s where the boys are begin-
ning to evolve. By sixteen, some are starting to 
fade out – off playing football or taking harder 
AP classes – things just get more difficult to 
schedule with other commitments and the 

‘fumes’ on top of that. But, we do have a lot of 
guys who make it through 18.”
  Also as the boys mature, they integrate the 
troop’s teachings into each day. “We talk about 
the Scout Oath and Law, one of the important 
messages is that it’s not just on Monday nights 
and one weekend a month. They are living that 
Scout Oath and Law every day. So when they 
get behind the wheel of a car or go out on a 
date, whatever you do at that moment, the 
Scout Oath and Law are still centered in your 
thinking.”
  To celebrate the 90th anniversary this year, 
the troop travelled to West Point Military 
Academy. “For the 95th, we’ll certainly have 
another big trip for the troop. The guys who 
are first years this year will be planning the next 
big trip for the 95th anniversary.”
  With Troop 103, Doug Marty sees the cycle 
of young boys becoming scouts and scouts be-
coming responsible, young men. “That’s why 
I do this – it’s the kids. Working with them 
and watching them grow. All of our leaders 
have different gifts that make this organization 
successful. My job as Scoutmaster is to keep it 
going as it has for the last 90 years. Hopefully, 
Troop 103 will be here in 90 more years.”

At the Williamsburg 
Area Association of 
Realtors® we have been 
hard at work updating 
our website in order to 
provide a better tool 
for our Realtors® and 
our community. In that 
spirit we have a new 
Public Portal to search 
homes for sale or rent.  
You can also find a 
Realtor®, and check for 
open houses, among 

other features. It gives easy access to search homes 
based on your criteria, or to search by map down to 
area or by neighborhood.  Since the data is provided 
directly from our Multiple Listings Service, you will 
have the most up to date and accurate data available. 
Just log into http://listingsinwilliamsburgva.com.  

How your Realtor® 
works for you:

• Community Advocate
• Integrity in Relationships
• Community Supporter
• Trusted Advisors
• Project Manager
• Resource for Your Needs
• Stagers

• Advocate for Private
   Property Rights

• Job Creator
• Counselor

Sherry Kletzly
President of WAAR

757-253-0028
info@WAARealtor.com • www.listingswilliamsburgva.com

5000 New Point Rd., Suite 1101

Have 
a Happy and Safe Holiday!

DREAM CATCHERS 
at the Cori Sikich Therapeutic Riding Center 

congratulates our
2014 VOLUNTEERS OF THE YEAR!

 
For more information on 
volunteering, please contact 
Ashley Ragans at
aragans@dreamcatchers.org
or 757-566-1775.
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Hey Neighbor!
Please visit www.WilliamsburgNeighbors.com,  

go to the magazine site and click on Hey Neighbor! for a complete list of current 
community announcements.

To submit your non-profit event to Hey Neighbor! send a paragraph with your information to: 
heyneighbor@cox.net

Hey Neighbor!
NEIGHBORHOOD BAS-
KETBALL LEAGUE (NBL) 
SIGN-UP
Ongoing
Registration for the Neighbor-
hood Basketball League for boys 
and girls has begun. Cost is $15 
for Williamsburg and James City 
County residents and $22 for 
non-residents.  Parent’s signature 
is required if the student is un-
der 18 years of age. The ages are 
10 to 18 years old. Bring proof 
of age. If you need more infor-
mation, call Linda or Yvonne at 
(757) 229-9332.  Sponsored by 
Williamsburg-James City Coun-
ty Community Action Agency.

Hey Neighbor!
VOICES OF WILLIAMS-
BURG
Ongoing
Do you want to end your fear 
of public speaking? Develop 
communication and leadership 
skills? Join Toastmasters in a car-
ing and supportive environment. 
On Marvelous Mondays: Get 
a Powerful start to your week 
! Time: 7 am at the James City 

Charter members shown with William T. Stone & Shirley Lowe
From bottom left: Carolyn Baker, Natalie Toliver, Elizabeth Johnson

Rear: Constance Howard, Delores Parrott, Betty Wallace, Constance 
Cook-Hudson, Not shown: Alverita Mack, June Robb & Louise H. Scott

The Williamsburg & Vicinity Club, 
NANB&PWC, Inc. was organized on 

December 14, 1974 by Mrs. Janet Harris.
Councilwoman Shirley Lowe and Mr. William T. Stone 

witnessed this historic event.

All clubs are non-profit, hold 501-C-3 exempt status with IRS. There are also two International Clubs in Africa and Caribbean. The Headquarters for all clubs is in Washington, D.C.

Community Center, Longhill 
Road.  On Wonderful Wednes-
days: meet, mat, and speak  time 
at 7 pm (4th Wednesday of each 
month). Location: Anna’s Brick 
Oven 2021 Richmond Road. 
Contact John Steinbach at (757) 
897-6819 or http://voicesofw.
toastmastersclubs.org

Hey Neighbor!
SEEKING VOLUNTEER TAX 
PREPARERS 
Ongoing
Williamsburg AARP Tax-Aide 
is looking for volunteers to as-
sist seniors and low/moderate-
income taxpayers in completing 
their 2014 Federal and Virginia 
tax returns.  IRS certification 
training is provided during 
classes in early January.  Basic 
knowledge of tax return prepara-
tion, as well as the ability to do 
returns on a computer, is needed. 
We help over 2,500 local taxpay-
ers each year take advantage of 
tax credits and tax law changes, 
resulting in refunds of over $3 
million.  The service is offered 
at the Williamsburg and James 
City County Libraries in 2015 

from February 1 to April 15.  We 
also need facilitators for each ses-
sion to register and do an initial 
screening of our clients.  Please 
email District Coordinator Jane 
Alcorn at mjanealcorn@yahoo.
com if you are interested in be-
coming a Tax-Aide volunteer.

Hey Neighbor!
HEAD START OPEN 
ENROLLMENT
Ongoing
Head Start is a Preschool Pro-
gram for Children ages 3 to 5 
serving income eligible families, 
including children with special 
needs. To apply call (757) 229-
6417 or visit us at 312 Waller 
Mill Road, Ste. 400, Williams-
burg. For information contact 
Williamsburg James City Coun-
ty Community Action Agency.

Hey Neighbor!
WILLIAMSBURG FARMERS 
MARKET
Ongoing, every Saturday
Enjoy the heart of Williams-
burg in Merchants Square while 
shopping in this producer-only 

market for produce, fruit, pot-
ted plants, fish, artisan cheeses, 
meats, pasta, cut flowers and 
handmade soaps. The market 
includes live music, chef dem-
onstrations and exhibits along 
with local shops and restaurants. 
The market now accepts SNAP/
EBT, credit cards and W&M 
Express. For information, con-
tact call (757) 259-3768, or visit 
www.williamsburgfarmersmar-
ket.com. Hours: 8 am – noon. 
November 1 – Chesapeake Bank 
will be at the Williamsburg 
Farmers Market giving away 
Shop Local Bags.  Executive 
Chef Frank Lang of the Great 
Wolf Lodge will be at the Chefs 
Tent with demonstrations at 
10 am and 11 am. November 
8 – Traditions at the Lodge will 
be at the Chefs Tent with dem-
onstrations at 10am and 11 am 
and The Blue Notes will perform 
from 9:30 – 11:30 am. Novem-
ber 15 – W&M Day at the Mar-
ket sponsored by AMP.  Music 
performed by the Cleftomaniacs 
from 9:30 – 11:30 am. Several 
W&M Service Organizations 
will have exhibits. November 
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22 –So’lach will perform from 
9:30 – 11:30 am. November 29 
--  The LCV Project will perform 
from 9:30 – 11:30 am.

Hey Neighbor!
CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS
Ongoing
We are the Bruton Parish shop 
located in the Parish House of 
Bruton Parish Church on Duke 
of Gloucester St.  We have been 
here since 1995 and are a 501©3 
store. We give all of our net pro-
ceeds to the Outreach and Mis-
sion ministries of the church.  
Our sales people are volunteers 
comprised of parishioners of 
Bruton Parish and other church-
es in the area.  It is not a neces-
sity to be a church member but 
just a believer in our mission. All 
ages are welcome from teenagers 
to mature adults.  Much of the 
money raised by the shop is used 
in Williamsburg and the sur-
rounding areas. We need more 
men and women to staff our 
shop.  We are open 7 days a week 
7 hours a day except Sunday, 
when we are open for 4 hours in 
the afternoon. Call Carol Weav-
er, (757) 220-1489.
 
Hey Neighbor!
ST. MARTINS EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH
Ongoing
1333 Jamestown Rd. Williams-
burg, (757) 229-1111. 10 am 
Sunday school (resumes in Sep-
tember); 8 am, 9:15 am, 11 am 
worship on Sunday, Noon Heal-
ing, worship on Wednesday; 5 
pm Taize Service on Saturday. 
Visit www.stmartinswmbg.org.

Hey Neighbor!
BIBLE STUDY 
Ongoing
If your church or Bible study 
group leaves you wondering 
about Biblical questions such as 
what really happened in the Gar-
den, where did Cain get his wife, 

what is the mark of the Beast, or 
any other lingering questions, 
perhaps you should join us for 
our weekly Bible study at the 
Norge library.  Every Monday 
from 6 - 9 pm. Contact (757) 
253-0172 or cell (757) 604-
6649.

Hey Neighbor!
MEETINGS - JANE AUSTEN 
SOCIETY
Ongoing, Second Sunday
The Jane Austen Society North 
America Southeastern VA Re-
gion meets on the second Sun-
day of every month at the Schell 
Room, Williamsburg Regional 
Library (515 Scotland St.) Wil-
liamsburg at 2 pm.  Future dates 
are Sept 14, Oct 12, Nov 16, 
Dec 14.  Donations accepted 
to help defray cost of meeting 
room.  September 14 program 
will be a play, The Milliners – 
A Female Revenge, at the Wil-
liamsburg Regional Library The-
atre.  The president of JASNA, 
Iris Lutz, will be joining us that 
afternoon and will present a talk 
on the houses of Jane’s life and 
novels. The Dec 14 event will be 
a birthday celebration for Jane 
Austen held at Bruton Parish 
Hall.  A small admission fee will 
be applicable to the Sept and Dec 
programs.  All are welcome to at-
tend.  For more information visit 
our facebook page http://www.
facebook.com/JASNASoutheast-
ernVa.  For membership infor-
mation visit the national site at 
www.JASNA.org.

Hey Neighbor!
4-H CLUBS FOR YOUTH 
Ongoing
James City County 4-H, a pro-
gram of Virginia Cooperative 
Extension (VCE), is offering sev-
eral exciting 4-H clubs for youth 
during the 2014/15 school year. 
Clubs are open to all youth ages 
9-18 and registration for each 
club is first-come-first-served. 

keepkleening@outlook.com • www.virginiadryerventcleaning.com

KEEP KLEEN
Cleaning Services

Williamsburg/Yorktown

757-707-0803Licensed
& Insured

Dryer Vent Cleaning
and Commercial Cleaning



Neighbors Helping Neighbors 
“CDR has become an exten-
sion of our family. When you 
have a child with special needs, 
you don’t always know what to 
do. But CDR helped us, offered 
support, services, therapy, and 
a shoulder to lean on.”
               – Katie, a CDR Parent

  Child Development Re-
sources (CDR) believes that all 
children deserve to reach their 
full potential, no matter their 
challenges or circumstances. 
Established in 1966 as the Wil-
liamsburg Preschool for Special Children, 
CDR now serves nearly 1,000 families a year 
in Williamsburg, James City County, York 
County, and Poquoson.
  The families served by the agency face nu-
merous challenges. One child might require 
a physical therapist to help learn how to roll over or crawl. Another child 
might need a safe car seat, crib, or a safe and stimulating place to spend 
the day while parents work. A family might live in poverty with little or no 
health insurance or no knowledge of local resources that can help. The list 
could go on and on, but research shows that if these circumstances remain 
unchanged, the children will face an array of problems that will interfere 
with their development and their future. 
  That is why CDR’s mission is to help babies and toddlers with disabili-

Lackey Free Clinic provides 
free medical, dental, and 
mental health care to in-
dividuals with minimal or 
no income who live in Wil-
liamsburg, James City or 
York Counties, Poquoson, 
and Upper Newport News. 
The Clinic serves over 1,500 
patients, many of whom have 
multiple chronic conditions. 
To volunteer or become a pa-
tient, call today.

(757) 886-0608
1620 Old Williamsburg Rd.

Yorktown, VA 23690
lackeyfreeclinic.org

Faith in Action serves se-
niors and adults with a 
chronic illness or physical 
disability. Services include 
well-check calls, home vis-
iting, and respite care for 
caregivers. Transportation 
for medical appointments as 
well as visits to pharmacies 
and grocery stores and more 
are provided. Call us to find 
out how you can help or if 
you need help.

(757) 208-0565
354 McLaws Circle, Suite 2

Williamsburg, VA 23185
wfia.org

Serving everyone, including 
pregnant women, children, 
and seniors, Olde Towne 
Medical & Dental Center is a 
community-based, nonprofit 
clinic. Olde Towne provides 
medical, behavioral, and 
dental health services to 
both the uninsured and un-
derinsured who live or work 
in the City of Williamsburg, 
James City County, and York 
County.  Call today for an ap-
pointment.

(757) 259-3275
5249 Olde Towne Rd., Suite D

Williamsburg, VA 23188
oldetownemedicalcenter.org

Colonial Behavioral Health 
provides mental health, 
intellectual disability, and 
substance-use disorder ser-
vices to adults, children, and 
families living in Williams-
burg, James City and York 
Counties, and Poquoson. 
Emergency staff is always 
available during times of cri-
sis.  Emergency staff is avail-
able 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week. Call today. We 
can help. 

(757) 220-3200
1657 Merrimac Trail

Williamsburg, VA 23185
colonialbh.org

ties, developmental delays, 
or those at risk for delay. 
CDR provides developmental 
screenings and assessments 
at no cost to the family for 
any child from birth to age 
three in the Historic Triangle. 
Through the Infant & Par-
ent Program, CDR therapists 
help children learn to walk, 
talk, eat, and play. Other 
programs such as Parents as 
Teachers, Early Head Start, 
and Fatherhood help parents 
learn how to become their 

child’s primary educator and the most im-
portant person in their child’s early devel-
opment.  CDR’s First Steps Child Care & 
Development Centers provides high-qual-
ity, full-day, year-round child care for fami-
lies when parents are working, in school, or 

in job training. 
  CDR also leads the Virginia Infant & Toddler Specialist Network (VA 
ITSN) which seeks to achieve excellence in early care by training and 
providing professional development to those who care for and educate 
infants and young children in homes and centers.
	 If you have questions about your infant or toddler, call (757) 
566-3300. To learn more about volunteering, contributing, or visiting 
CDR, visit www.cdr.org.

Literacy for Life trains and 
matches tutors with adult 
learners who need to im-
prove their literacy skills in 
order to become more self-
sufficient, make informed 
health care decisions, and 
participate more fully in our 
community. Instruction is 
offered in reading, writing, 
and math as well as English 
for speakers of other lan-
guages. To learn more please 
call, or visit us online.

(757) 221-3325
301 Monticello Ave.

Williamsburg, VA 23185
literacyforlife.org

LOCAL SERVICES FOR YOUR HEALTH & WELL-BEING
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Scholarships for youth with fi-
nancial need are available for all 
club registration fees. For more 
information visit the Virginia 
Cooperative Extension James 
City County Office  website 
(www.offices.ext.vt.edu/james-
city/) or call the office at (757) 
564-2170.  You must call in or-
der to register for the clubs.
 
4-H Robotics Clubs - Youth will 
learn teamwork, critical think-
ing, and problem solving skills as 
they design, build, and program 
LEGO robots to complete tasks 
and challenges. A beginners club 
will meet on the 2nd Tuesday of 
every month (Oct.-May) from 
6-7:30 pm. An intermediate 
club, for youth that have already 
participated in the beginners 
club or have advanced LEGO 
robotics experience, will meet on 
the 3rdTuesday of every month 
(Oct.-May) from 6-7:30 pm. A 
$30 registration fee is required. 
Registration is limited to 20 
youth per club.
 
4-H Pet Pals Companion Dog 
Club -Youth and their personal 
dog will help increase emotional 
well-being, promote healing, 
and improve quality of life for 
people throughout the commu-
nity. Once trained, youth and 
their dogs will conduct visits to 
various institutions and events 
throughout the area, including 
nursing homes, schools, parades, 
festivals, and more. All dogs and 
their youth must complete a 
7-week American Kennel Club 
Canine Good Citizen training 
course and pass a final assess-
ment in order to participate. 
Training sessions will take place 
every Tuesday from 6-7 pm from 
October 7- November 18. The 
training course is limited to 10 
participants, and a $40 fee is re-
quired for the course. Monthly 
club meetings and activities will 
be scheduled after the training 

course.  All dogs must be at least 
6 months old, able to walk on a 
leash, and have proof of rabies 
vaccination. Interested youth 
and their parents are invited to 
attend an informational meet-
ing about the club and training 
sessions on September 30thfrom 
6-7 pm in Room C of the James 
City County Recreation Center. 
Please RVSP for the informa-
tional meeting to the VCE office 
at (757) 564-2170.
 
4-H Archery Clubs-These clubs 
will teach youth about the sport 
of archery and provide them 
with opportunities to practice 
the sport. Lessons will include 
range and equipment safety, eye 
dominance, parts of the bow, 
parts of an arrow, basic archery 
form, and development of tech-
nique. These clubs focus on 
basic archery techniques using 
traditional long bows or recurve 
bows; compound bows are not 
permitted. A beginners and an 
intermediate club will be of-
fered. Each club will meet twice 
a month in the late afternoon of 
the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the 
month (October-May). Club 
members have the opportunity 
to compete in district and state 
level 4-H archery competitions. 
A $30 registration fee is required, 
and registration is limited to 20 
youth per club. 

Dream Catchers 4-H Horseman-
ship Club - This club meets on 
the 4th Saturday of each month 
from 3-5 pm at Dream Catch-
ers at the Cori Sikich Therapeu-
tic Riding Center. The club is 
open to both able-bodied and 
disabled youth, and teaches ba-
sic horsemanship skills as well as 
leadership skills. Club members 
will learn about horse breeds, 
grooming, health care, and 
maintenance while also learning 
life skills such as communica-
tion, leadership, teamwork, and 

at   huntsman’s grille
half price burgershalf price burgers

561 East Rochambeau Dr.
(757) 229-5467

In Front of 
The Great Wolf 

Lodge
See our menu online • thehuntsmansgrill.com

Any Day of the Week!
Must present coupon. Expires 12/31/14

Come back again and again for our 
casual American cuisine featuring daily 

steak and seafood specials, fresh salads, 
house-made soups, delicious sandwiches, 

burgers and incredible desserts.

OPEN Thanksgiving Day, 

Christmas Day and New Year’s Day

Next Door Neighbors
2015 PUBLISHING SCHEDULE

JANUARY ISSUE
Our Volunteers
Making our community better through volunteerism
• In Home Date: December 18, 2014
• Advertising Deadline: Tues, Dec. 2nd

FEBRUARY ISSUE
Athletes to Watch
Student athletes who excel at their sport
• In Home Date: January 29, 2015
• Advertising Deadline: Tues, Jan. 13th

MARCH ISSUE
Write Here
Get to know some local authors
• In Home Date: February 26, 2015
• Advertising Deadline: Tues, Feb. 10th

APRIL ISSUE
Our Public Servants
What our local government employees do for us
• In Home Date: March 26, 2015
• Advertising Deadline: Tues, Mar. 10th

MAY ISSUE
Get Outside!
What we do when the weather is great
• In Home Date: April 30, 2015
• Advertising Deadline: Tues, Apr. 14th

JUNE ISSUE
New Beginnings
What’s on the horizon for high school seniors
• In Home Date: May 28, 2015
• Advertising Deadline: Tues, May 12th

JULY ISSUE
At Your Service
Meet your neighbors who work in the service sector
• In Home Date: June 25, 2015
• Advertising Deadline: Tues, June 9th

AUGUST ISSUE
About Our Pets
Fun stories about the animals who own us
• In Home Date: July 30, 2015
• Advertising Deadline: Tues, July 14th

SEPTEMBER ISSUE
Fall Arts in Williamsburg
Focus on the Arts in Williamsburg
• In Home Date: August 27, 2015
• Advertising Deadline: Tues, Aug. 11th

OCTOBER ISSUE
A Healthy Life
Annual health issue
• In Home Date: September 24, 2015
• Advertising Deadline: Tues, Sept. 8th

NOVEMBER ISSUE
What We’ve Learned
Locals give their thoughts on words and their meaning
• In Home Date: October 29, 2015
• Advertising Deadline: Tues, Oct. 13th

DECEMBER ISSUE
Williamsburg Holidays
Holiday guide for locals
• In Home Date: November 19, 2015
• Advertising Deadline: Tues, Nov. 3rd



NEXT DOOR NEIGHBORSDECEMBER2014          61

responsibility. This club is free 
to join; there may be additional 
costs associated with club activi-
ties throughout the year. 

Hey Neighbor!
SEEKING VOLUNTEERS
Ongoing
Historic Jamestowne seeks vol-
unteers to greet and engage 
guests as well provide accurate 
information about this premier 
historic site. A variety of volun-
teer opportunities are available, 
including Visitor Center greet-
ers, Fort Site interpreters, and 
Docents in our archaeological 
museum, the Archaearium.  Vol-
unteer shifts are available Mon-
day through Sunday, 9:30 am – 
1 pm and 1 - 4:30 pm. Historic 
Jamestowne volunteers are given 
a 40% discount on museum 
store apparel, a 20% discount 
on museum store merchandise, 
as well as opportunities to attend 
trainings and lectures offered 
by both Historic Jamestowne 
and the Colonial Williamsburg 
Foundation. If you are inter-
ested in volunteering at Historic 
Jamestowne, please contact Kelly 
Williams at kwilliams@preserva-
tionvirginia.org.

Hey Neighbor!
MEETINGS – REPUBLICAN 
COMMITTEE
Ongoing
The City of Williamsburg Re-

publican Committee meets at 
the Williamsburg Regional Li-
brary the second Tuesday of the 
month at 7 pm.  Come and join 
other city residents who care 
about the future of their coun-
try.  For more information please 
email rpc.lbg@gmail.com.  

Hey Neighbor!
MEETINGS – THE 
COLONIAL AREA REPUBLI-
CAN MEN’S ASSOCIATION 
(CARMA) 
Ongoing
CARMA meets on the third 
Thursday of each month at Gi-
useppe’s Restaurant at 11:30 am.  
For more information, please go 
to their website at: www.carma-
gop.com.

Hey Neighbor!
MEETINGS - JCC REPUBLI-
CAN COMMITTEE
Ongoing
The James City County Repub-
lican Committee meets in the 
auditorium of the James City 
County Human Services Cen-
ter located at 5249 Olde Towne 
Road. Monthly meetings are 
held on the fourth Wednesday 
of the month at 7 pm.  Meet-
ings are open to all who are in-
terested in making a difference in 
our community and country. For 
information, please visit www.jc-
crc.org or email JCCRepublican-
Committee@gmail.com

Hey Neighbor!
MEETINGS - HISTORIC 
TRIANGLE REPUBLICAN 
WOMEN (HTRW)
Ongoing
Location: Thomas Nelson Com-
munity College. Time: second 
Thursday of the month at 7 pm.  
HTRW is the only local Repub-
lican Women’s Club that meets 
evenings.  For more information 
please visit our web site:http://
www.htrwc.org or look for us on 
Facebook. 

Hey Neighbor!
MEETINGS - MOMS IN 
PRAYER INTERNATIONAL
Ongoing
The 2014-15 school year has be-
gun, and with it new challenges 
for our children.  No matter 
what age group from pre-K to 
graduate student Moms worry 
about their children   Replace 
your anxiety and fear with peace 
and hope by praying with other 
Moms for our children and  our 
schools.  Moms in Prayer Inter-
national meets weekly through-
out the school year and contin-
ues through the summer.  Join us 
and other Moms for a powerful 
time of prayer Eevery Wednes-
day from 1-2 pm at Calvary 

Hey Neighbor!
DESTINATIONS 2014 
AUCTION AND DINNER 
November 22, 2014

A travel, leisure & entertainment 
auction and dinner to support 
Providence Classical School.  
The live and silent auctions will 
include such things as: a trip to 
Cancun, golf packages, an OBX 
vacation, fine & casual dining, 
a Downton Abbey dinner party, 
home improvement items, a chil-
dren’s birthday party, an Orlando 
vacation - and so much more!  
The event will be emceed by 
Virginia State Auctioneer Cham-
pion, Ernie Rogers of Black Tie 
Benefits. The evening starts at 6 
pm at the Fort Magruder Hotel 
and Conference Center. Tickets 
are $40 in advance; to purchase 
tickets, call (757) 565-2900 or 
visit www.pcsvirginia.org.

Hey Neighbor!
COLONIAL WILLIAMS-
BURG EMPLOYEES ARTS 
AND CRAFTS 
November 23-23, 2014
Colonial Williamsburg Founda-
tion employees, volunteers and 
retirees will once again combine 
their time and talents for their 
annual Fall Arts and Crafts Show 
from 10 am -  5 pm.  The show 
will be at the Historic Triangle 
Community Services Building 
(312 Waller Mill Road).  Admis-
sion and parking are free and 
open to the public. Each crafter 
uses his or her spare time and 
talents to create unique hand-
made gifts. Several media are 

THE RESORT ADVANTAGE    757-561-2128    335 McLaws Circle, Williamsburg, VA

Redeem toward a Cruise, All Inclusive 
Vacation or Nightly Resort Stay.
Featured Destinations include:Hawaii, Mexico, 
Cancun, Pt. Vallarta, Los Cabos and more!

Call us today at 
757-561-2128 or 
866-695-2175 to 
purchase your travel 
gift certificate 

Or go online at 
www.TheResortAd-
vantage.com

Give the Gift of Travel...Holiday and Year 
End Bonuses Travel Gift Certificates

Dawn Vermette • 757-869-6093
my.tupperware.com/dawnmc365

Come Join the Party

Gift Solutions for All Ages
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represented during the show and 
sale, from jewelry and textiles 
to woodcrafts and photography. 
Fabulous jams and handmade 
textiles are only a portion of the 
treasures available for personal 
enjoyment or as a special gift 
for that certain someone. Since 
1983, the Colonial Williamsburg 
Employee Arts and Crafts Show 
has been held a widely regarded 
and valued tradition as one of 
the best shows locally. Employ-
ees, volunteers and retirees come 
from all areas and divisions of the 
Colonial Williamsburg Founda-
tion to share their voluminous 
talents and passions very special 
show and sale.

Hey Neighbor!
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS 
HOMES TOUR AT COLO-
NIAL WILLIAMSBURG.  
December 6, 2014
Time: 9:30 am - 5:30 pm.  $25 
for advance tickets; $30 if pur-
chased on Dec. 5 or 6; $10 to 
tour a single building.  Inquiries 
may be sent to: greenspring.gar-
denclub@gmail.com. The 55th 
Annual Christmas Homes Tour, 
presented by the Green Spring 
Garden Club, Inc., features hous-
es decorated with holiday florals.  
All are located in and around The 
Colonial Williamsburg Founda-
tion’s Revolutionary City.  Visit 
the Red Lion and Blue Bell Tav-
erns, Powell’s Kitchen, Alexan-
der Craig House, John Crump 
House, Bruton Parish Rectory, 
and Ludwell Tenement.  Tour 
tickets are available only through 
the Green Spring Garden Club.  
Advance tickets are recommend-
ed.  To order tickets by mail 
from September 15 - November 
22, and to find more detailed 
information on tour houses, 
visit the garden club’s website:  
http://www.greenspringgarden-
club.org/christmas-homes-tour.  
Ticket representatives will be at 

the Visitor Center and the Wil-
liamsburg Lodge on  December 
5, 9 am - 5 pm, and  December 
6, 9 am - 1 pm.  Tickets will also 
be available at each house on the 
tour during the Saturday tour 
hours.  Cash and checks only 
will be accepted at these loca-
tions.  Tickets include free park-
ing at the Colonial Williamsburg 
Regional Visitor Center and use 
of Foundation buses from the 
Visitor Center and around the 
Revolutionary City.

Hey Neighbor!
WILLIAMSBURG CHORAL 
GUILD -- CAROLS AND 
HOLIDAY SONGS
December 6, 2014
Sing carols and holiday songs 
with members of the Williams-
burg Choral Guild, accom-
panied by a brass quartet and 
under the direction of Artistic 
Director/Conductor Jay BeVille. 
From 1 – 3 pm. Bring family 
and friends to Merchants Square, 
Williamsburg’s bustling center of 
festive events, where they will 
join Guild singers in a delightful 
musical welcome of the season. 
For more information call (757) 
220-1808 or visit www.williams-
burgchoralguild.org.

Hey Neighbor!
WILLAMSBURG SYMPHO-
NIA – HOLIDAY POPS
December 6 - 7, 2014 
The Williamsburg Sympho-
nia presents Holiday Pops, all 
your favorite music of this fes-
tive season. The Symphonia is 
conducted by Music Director 
Janna Hymes, in her 11th season 
on the podium. At the Kimball 
Theatre in Merchants Square, 
Williamsburg; parking nearby. 
Performances daily at 1:30 and 3 
pm. Ticket sales online at  www.
colonialwilliamsburg.com. For 
details, visit www.williamsburg-
symphonia.org.

Hey Neighbor!
6TH ANNUAL BREAKFAST 
WITH SANTA
December 13, 2014
The Junior Woman’s Club of 
Williamsburg invites you to at-
tend their 6th annual Break-
fast with Santa on December 
13th, 2014 from 7:30-10:30am 
at Waypoint Grill 1480 Quar-
ter Path Rd, Williamsburg, VA 
23185. To reserve seats and pur-
chase tickets visit www.williams-
burgjuniors.org. Tickets are $20 
for adults, $10 kids 3-12, kids 2 
and under are free! Ticket price 
includes breakfast buffet, com-
plementary family photo with 
Santa, kids crafts and live enter-
tainment. Proceeds benefit local 
non-profits.

Hey Neighbor!
CLOTHING AND FOOD 
DRIVE FOR HOMELESS
December 20, 2014
The Buffalo Boyz of Williams-
burg would like our commu-
nity to help us by donating 
winter clothes for homeless. 
We will feed the homeless and 
have clothing and non perish-
able items for their taking. We 
need hats scarves, gloves, canned 
goods, non perishables, under 
clothes, coats, long Johns, blan-
kets, socks, shoes, etc. Bring all 
donations to 103 Luther Drive, 
bins on porch.

Hey Neighbor!
A CHRISTMAS SEASON 
CABARET
December 13 & 14, 2014
December 14th at 2pm; Decem-
ber 13th at 8 pm. The Williams-
burg Players presents a Christ-
mas Season Cabaret. Along with 
holiday classics, enjoy songs 
made famous by the likes of Judy 
Garland, Carole King, Stephen 
Schwartz, and Gershwin, featur-
ing hits from Frozen, Wicked, 
Thoroughly Modern Millie, and 

Pippin! Come enjoy the show 
and be sure to join the fun with 
holiday festivities in the lobby 
during intermission! Headliners 
Geoff Klein, Shawn Lawhorn, 
Liz Penn, Jeffrey Seyller and 
Rani Wachter bring experience 
from Broadway, national tours, 
regional theatre, and cruise ships. 
For tickets visit http://www.wil-
liamsburgplayers.org or call 757-
229-0431

Hey Neighbor!
FIRST NIGHT WILLIAMS-
BURG
December 31, 2014
 Premiere New Year’s Eve Event. 
Held in downtown Williamsburg 
and on the campus of the Col-
lege of William & Mary. Over 
30 live acts for all ages. KIDS 
SHOW begins at 3, Main Stages 
at 7. Fireworks at midnight at 
Zable Stadium. Button admis-
sion $15 pp. Buy them at over 
20 local locations. Non-alcoholic 
environment. www.firstnightwil-
liamsburg.org

Hey Neighbor!
CELEBRATION OF 
WOMEN’S ATHLETICS 
February 7, 2015
Introducing “TRIBE W.I.N.S”: 
Tribe Women In Network 
Through Sport – Teach, Renew, 
Inspire, Build, Empower. Come 
celebrate Women’s Athletics at 
the College of William and Mary. 
This year’s event begins at 12:30 
pm and features a reception, 
a professional networking ses-
sion, and an awards ceremony to 
honor those who have made out-
standing contributions in their 
communities, athletic or profes-
sional fields.  We are seeking fe-
male W&M athlete-alumnae to 
participate as mentors during the 
networking portion. If you are 
interested in attending, contact 
Meagan Bedsaul at (757) 221-
1552   or mmbedsaul@wm.edu.
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NOVEMBER 2014
In the Neighborhood

Photo Challenge

Williamsburg’s
IN THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD
photo challenge

HOLIDAY
DECOR

Find the 12 differences 
between the original 

photograph (top) and 
the altered photograph 

(bottom).

Enjoy!

Look for the answers 
in the next issue of 

Next Door Neighbors

ADVANCED LEVEL
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Next Door Neighbors 
Collins Group, LLC
PO Box 5152
Williamsburg, VA 23188
(757) 560-3235

PLEASE DELIVER 11/20/14 to 11/22/14

LIZ MOORE & ASSOCIATES • 5350 DISCOVERY PARK BLVD. • WILLIAMSBURG, VA 23188 • 757-645-4106 • WWW.LIZMOORE.COM

WISHING YOU A NEW 
HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS

dianebeal@lizmoore.com 
(757) 291-9201

WILLIAMSBURG VILLAGE
1604 Rustads Circle

2 BRs • 2 BAs • 1,487 sqft
This like-new one level condo enhanced with 
high ceilings and an abundance of natural 
light is just what you have been searching 
for! Tucked away in a peaceful community 
yet close to shopping, restaurants and the 
interstate. This won’t last long! $159,900.

6752 Tarpley’s Tavern 
Colonial Heritage
| 3 Brs | 2.5 Bas |

| 3,051 sq. ft. |
Golf front, yardley Model 

panoramic views, sunroom, Open 
Concept

| $420,000 |

                              757-784-4317
charlotteturner@lizmoore.com • www.homesbycharlotte.com

757-503-1999
Deelyn@lizmoore.com

www.PremierWilliamsburgRealEstate.com

Ford’s Colony
4 BR | 3.5 BA | 4,021 SQ FT
Private Nature Preserve Lot

Great Room with Wall of Windows 
Lower Level w/ Game Room & Wet Bar

Oversized Garage | Tons of Walk-in Storage
Screened Porch | $560,000   

757-503-1999
Deelyn@lizmoore.com

www.PremierWilliamsburgRealEstate.com

  Stonehouse Glen
4 BRs | 3.5 BAs | 4,083 SQ FT

Former Model Home
Lower Level with Flex Space

Backs to Wooded Privacy
Upgrades throughout | $450,000

Tim Parker
(757) 879-1781

  Cyril Petrop
  (757) 879-8811

www.timparkerrealestate.com

4440 RoChambeau
3 BR, 2.5 BA, $345,000. Country 
home on 2.3 Acres, close to town. 
Very private, horses allowed. Almost  
2,600 sqft. on one level and 900 
unfinished sqft. on 2nd level. Large 
rooms, open floor plan. Large remod-
eled kitchen with Granite. Come en-
joy country living with city amenities 
close by.

Gorgeous 2BR, 2BA, first level end unit 
includes a cozy study, large dining area 
and charming outside patio.  Great natural 
light, updated fixtures, neutral paint/car-
pet and maintenance-free living make this 
a must see. Golf Course is at your back 
door and only minutes from Colonial Wil-
liamsburg. Proudly offered at $170,000.

New

Pric
e

GraceSellsWilliamsburg.com

757-876-3838
susansmith@lizmoore.com
www.lizmoore.com/susansmith

Queens Lake for $440,000
Traditional Brick home with spacious deck.
1.13 ac. lot backs up to New Quarter Park.

Exceptional detail throughout.
3,293 sqft. 3 BRs, 2.5 BAs plus a multi-

purpose studio with FP.
Separate large office could be repurposed to 

suit new owners.
2 additional FPs plus extensive hardwood. 

www.lizmoore.com/103friarscourt
 

NEW

  LISTING!

Denise Fleischmann
Cell: 757-846-0202
Denise@LizMoore.com

WilliamsburgHomessandFarms.com

11196 PinewilD Drive
Brickshire

Custom built, all brick beauty with 
5 BRs, 4 full and 2 half BAs with 
over 4,000 sqft.

Just Listed!


