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Wi]]jam and Mary has a special place
in the hearts of most locals. This seems
so regardless of whether residents at-
tended the college or not. It’s a highly
regarded institution that is nestled in
the heart of our city and carries with it
a vast amount of rich history and tra-
dition. What’s more, it helps to create
the kind of ambiance that only a college

can provide.

Meredith Collins, Publisher

Almost everyone loves a college
town. The old brick buildings and sidewalks, athletes jogging through
campus, hungry students darting across downtown streets to grab a
quick lunch before the next class - are all reminders of days gone by
for most of us. We can’t help but think of our own college days when
we had our whole lives before us.

William and Mary is so much more than a catalyst for nostalgia,
however. It is part of our economic engine, our culture, our intellec-
tual capital, a resource for many ideas and partnerships and ways of
fostering greater diversity and cooperation within our community.

Our area is filled with former William and Mary students who
graduated and stayed, or gravitated back to Williamsburg some years
later. The sheer number of William and Mary graduates who live and
work in the area is a testimony to how well the college fits snuggly
in the embrace of our community and is more than a launch pad for
students’ careers. It is also a place they can always call home. NDN
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W. TAYLOR REVELEY Il

By Sara E. Lewis

In our Williamsburg neighborhood, | that he came into his job amid controversy, | tional, and global economy.

some neighbors are a little more “next door” | his task is even more demanding now due
than most. W. Taylor Reveley III, President to the financial crisis that grips our local, na-
of the College of William and
Mary, is one such high-profile
neighbor. Although he has been
around town for a while, most of
us didn’t know his name until this
time last year. Now, everybody
knows who he is.

In 1998 after a distinguished le-
gal career spanning 30 years, Reve-
ley became Dean of the Marshall-
Wythe School of Law. Although
his job was here, the family home
remained in Richmond because
the Reveleys didn’t want to take
their children out of Richmond
schools. For the first three years,
when they did spend time in Wil-
liamsburg, they were able to stay
at the off-campus house of a for-
mer William and Mary president.

When Reveley became interim
president of William and Mary
last year, he wanted to develop his
relationship with his Williamsburg
neighbors. Once he was sworn in
as William and Mary’s 27th Presi-
dent and his daughter left home
to attend Princeton, his alma ma-
ter, Reveley’s priorities changed.
He doesn’t commute as often
now. Although their Monument
Avenue house in the state’s capital
city is the family home, Reveley
now considers Williamsburg to be
his home base.

Welcome neighbor! If you see
Reveley around town, know that
he appreciates your neighborliness.
However, he still hasn’t found the
time to enjoy this area as much as

PHOTO BY STEPHEN SALPUKAS

he would like. If it weren’t enough
WWW.WBURGNDN.COM

The role of the high-profile neighbor is
also complicated by the fact that his personal

views might be confused with that
of the college. Reveley wants to
be as open as possible, but years
as a managing partner at Hunton
and Williams and as Dean of Wil-
liam and Mary’s Law School have
taught him restraint. Some people
like their leaders to be the kind of
person they imagine chatting with
at a neighborhood barbecue, while
others expect their leaders to be
more reserved. It’s a balancing act.

“You do have to be careful of
what you say. If you have an offi-
cial position it may be confusing,”
he says. Reveley laments the fact
that his carefully chosen words are
still sometimes misunderstood. “If
you say something at all controver-
sial you will hear from a segment
of the population.”

Reveley wants people to know
that he is an approachable and
friendly guy. “I care about what
people think,” Reveley says.

You might imagine that any-
one who has had the opportunity
to meet so many people and study
about the ways of war and peace
would be able to talk to just about
anyone. Reveley enjoys finding out
what others think. “You’ve got to
be interested in people of all sorts,”
he said, remarking on his ability to
listen to others and respond ap-
propriately. “You will come up
against people of all world views.”
Reveley is sympathetic to ideas
that are contrary to his and looks
for common ground.

“I suppose if you could go out

NEXT DOOR NEIGHBORSFEBRUARY 2009 3
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there and capture the tooth fairy that has two to five billion dollars
in unrestricted endowment money for the college, people wouldn’t
care whether you were likeable or not as long as you could bring
that tooth fairy in,” Reveley joked. “But it’s better if you are likeable

. and are willing to do things like put on a Santa suit and read the
Grinch Who Stole Christmas and have a good time.” Reveley is referring
to the annual William and Mary holiday tradition he participated in
this year. “Part of the drill as the President is that you put on a Santa
suit and read the Grinch - not just that you do it but that you get into
it,” he explains.

Reveley looks forward to getting to know the Williamsburg
community better because he realizes that part of the strength of
William and Mary is that it is part of this close knit and collegial
community. “There is a mutual interest in how one another are do-
ing,” he said. The popular Christopher Wren Association program
for lifelong learning is an example of the community’s desire to be
a part of the college. The volunteer-based association is a separate
organization, but is housed in the Development Department and
draws resources from the college. “Few colleges have such close ties
with the community,” he said, acknowledging the value the university
receives from the relationship.

And there’s more. “A really good school like William and Mary
has things going on all the time and certainly if you’re within walking
or driving distance you want to come. We love to have the communi-
ty come on the campus to attend athletic games, go to performances,
take the Christopher Wren courses, and be part of the life of the
college.” Taking advantage of the opening, Reveley continued: “And
needless to say, when members of the community have the capacity
and interest in contributing to annual giving, endowing a scholarship,
or building a building, we become wildly excited!”

The community has good reason to send their thank you contri-
butions to William and Mary for the civic engagement of students
who contributed 300,000 hours of volunteer service last year. “We
are extremely proud,” says Reveley. He sees the community and col-
lege continuing to thrive as they work together. “William and Mary
is as important to the community as the community is important to
William and Mary.”

William and Mary is also one of the economic pillars of the
community. Reveley meets with the mayor and city manager at least
once a month to be sure channels of communication are available.
As President of the college, he is part of the Historic Triangle coop-
erative, made up of leaders from neighboring counties, the city, the
Chamber and Tourism Alliance, and employers like Colonial Wil-
liamsburg and the Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation. They meet to
talk about common issues of importance. “The big issue now is the
economy,” he said. “What can we do about its effect on us all?” The
group is also cooperating on long range planning concerning a com-
memoration of the 150th anniversary of the Civil War.

Reveley has launched a strategic planning effort that includes
looking for a means to better communicate with the community as
well as parent, student, and alumni constituent groups. “We are try-
ing to figure out how to crystallize our message in ways that will
be heard ... What is it about William and Mary that is particularly
compelling? How do we say it in print? How do we get it out over the
Internet? It is important for all sorts of reasons, but one of them is

that we need to do this because as state support declines building a
WWW.WBURGNDN.COM
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powerful foundation of private support be-
comes all the more important.”

Fundraising and good communication
with constituents go hand-in-hand. “Com-
munication is a lot more complicated than
it used to be. A lot more complicated,” he
said. “For starters, people get messages in
different ways. Some of our alum only want
communications in print. More want to be
communicated with, as a practical matter, by
one form of Internet machination or anoth-
er. Email is different from Twitter or a blog,
They all take time and they take people and
they take money.”

Reveley said the college is just beginning
to get into a discussion about the necessity
and opportunity of effective communica-
tions in a sophisticated fashion: “How to say
something very quickly that captures the es-
sence of William and Mary? Something that
is elegant, something that sings when you
read it, hear it in your ear. How do you do
that? What do you say?”

William and Mary is currently in the
process of surveying alumni, their largest
off-campus constituency currently number-
ing around 78,000, to find messages that

resonate. What really matters to them? How
would they like the college to stay in touch?
Reveley believes it is critical for alumni to
feel a lifelong commitment to the college.

“My mantra is, even if it’s a check for $25,
when annual giving time comes each year,
it’s a vote for the college. If you haven’t sent
your check in, you haven’t voted for the col-
lege. Everybody has $25,” he said.

Reveley is bullish about the stewardship
he feels for this great neighborhood institu-
tion. Stewatdship is also felt by many in the
community. Reveley hopes more will put the
college on the list of those they help.

Because of the age of the college and the
adversity it has withstood, he has confidence
for the future. The college stood in the path
of two wars — first overwhelmed by troops
traveling to and from the Battle of Yorktown
and later during the Civil War Battle of Wil-
liamsburg and years of occupation. “We lost
our endowment both times,” he said. “The
British took it back after the Revolution and
after the Civil War our Confederate bonds
were worth nothing”” A sense of history
helps.

Reveley is awed by that sense of history

lates was different!
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Owner
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all around the community and at the college.
While stories of patriots, leaders and com-
mon folk switl around the Historic Triangle,
he especially feels the influence of history
in the President’s House. “During the Revo-
lutionary War it was used as a hospital for
French soldiers,” he says. The house was gut-
ted by fire. “The college sent the bill to the
French king, the French paid the bill, and in
the late 1780s a new floor was laid.” George
Washington, Marquis de Lafayette, Thomas
Jefferson, George Wythe and other luminar-
“The Presidents’
house was a real social center,” he said. “I

ies walked on the floor.

live in a house that is awash with American
history”” When he considers the history of
the house, the college, and the community he
realizes that all have enhanced one another.
The sense of history has been lovingly main-
tained by the atea’s museums and members
of the community.

On the day Reveley was sworn in, he told
the crowd that he would do his level best to
make a difference for the college. He echoes
this pledge to do his level best for the com-
munity. “I care about the community very
much,” he emphasized. NDN

sonal ale

' erksP

and in selec e
aurants é
stores!

Robert Southern,
Brew Jack




New Pathways

for Keeping Our Community Economically Vibrant

By Rachel Sapin

“A college

is a great thing

Atanasov experienced first-hand the
coming together of over 250 residents and
for a city,” ex- students during an October 2008 panel led
plains  Vladimir by William and Mary faculty discussing the
Atanasov, Assis- current financial crisis - 200 people viewed

tant Professor of the forum offsite via streaming Web video.

Economics  and “The students who attended were probably

Finance at William worried about their jobs, the Williamsburg
and Mary’s Mason residents were worried about their portfolios
School of Busi-

ness. “Unlike tour-

or their home values, but everyone seemed
to care about what was happening in Wil-
ism which is often liamsburg,” he remembers of the discussion.
volatile, a college is a “Students and residents came together and
stabilizing economic behaved as a coherent group even though
force.” they were very different people worried
According  to about very different things.”
Atanasov, William and There is no denying that in addition to

Mary has a symbiotic contributing to Williamsburg’s social vi-

relationship with Wil- provide an advertising service brancy, William and Mary is vital to Virgin-
liamsburg.  “The fact for Williamsburg, Everybody who goes to ia’s economic vibrancy. According to a 2006
that the college is situated in a historical and = school here feels passionate about Williams- = economic impact report* William and Mary
extremely attractive area allows William and = burg and tells other people about the area. = contributes more than half a billion dollars
Mary to compete with other universities for = Even if they go live or work somewhere else, = and over 7,000 jobs to Vitginia each year.
tremendous academic talent,” he explains. | they feel the urge to come back once in a “Imagine a Williamsbutg where the col-

“When the students leave, they then go onto | while.” lege closes its doors,” says Atanasov. “There
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would be a huge hole in the center of town. The overall quality of
life would noticeably diminish. There would be a depressed hous-
ing market from several thousand faculty having to sell their houses
and leave the area; apartment complexes that provide housing for
students might also close down; all the take-out pizza places, they
wouldn’t survive.”

Atanasov has a firm grasp on how important William and Mary
is for Williamsburg even though he is relatively new to the area. Hav-
ing grown weary of the hurried and frigid life as a professor at Bab-
son College in Wellesley, Massachusetts, he was keen on the idea of
heading South when he accepted a faculty position at William and
Mary’s prestigious Mason School of Business four years ago. “At the
time, I was just getting married,” he remembers. “Since my wife is
from Texas, we figured that Williamsburg would be a good average
between Massachusetts and Texas. It has the warmth of the South
and warmer people too.” Atanasov believes he made a smart deci-
sion moving to Williamsburg, a city that provides both a safe place
to raise a family and a rich array of resources for pursuing the life of
the mind. “It’s an inspirational place to do research in, and it’s a great
place for kids,” he adds. “My wife loves it here and I love it here too.
We recently had a baby and we’re expecting a second one.”

As an Assistant Professor of Economics and Finance at William
and Mary, Atanasov looks at how legal issues affect financial markets.
“Most of my research investigates the intersection between law and
finance,” he emphasizes. “I am currently focusing on how the legal
system regulates conflicts of interest between various parties.” He
is especially interested in how controlling blockholders affect firm
value.

Atanasov’s research in law and finance extends more than ten
years, starting with his dissertation thesis that analyzed the effect of
large shareholders on the emerging market in his native country of
Bulgaria. “The empirical part of my dissertation documented the
premium that institutional investors were willing to pay to acquire
controlling blocks in the Bulgarian Mass Privatization auctions held
in 1996 and 1997,” he explains. “My results revealed that during the
time of the auctions, Bulgarian laws were so bad that controlling
sharcholders expected to appropriate virtually all firm assets and
leave small investors with zero wealth. The relevance of this research
for developed markets is that it shows what is expected to happen to
corporations in a setting where laws do not restrict the behavior of
large shareholders.”

As a member of William and Mary’s Technology and Business
Center’s (TBC) CEO Forum - a group that consists of around a
dozen CEOs from local companies who meet monthly - Atanasov
finds many intersections between his research and what happens
in real-time for Williamsburg’s business community. “During these
meetings the CEOs have raised various law and finance issues rang-
ing from capital raising from venture capitalists and angel investors
to the intricacies of private company acquisitions,” he explains. “It

has been stimulating for me to see real life manifestations of the

WWW.WBURGNDN.COM
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Get Fit & HealthyI

Fitness To ' ther an g u therell

"I like working out at Fitness Together
because I like the variety of the things they
do. I like the trainers and the fact that
they keep it interesting and they are
interested in doing what I want
to do.”

- Pierce Brown, Williamsburg

- 1 ‘# "I come to Fitness Together because I am
= .’ retired and being retired I have
" " more time to focus on my health
and my fitness. I need somebody
to provide the willpower that I
don't have and I need somebody
to show me the right things to do
and that's what gets done at Fit-
ness Together. That's why I am
here.”
- Craig Stambaugh, Williamsburg

“The reason I come to

Fitness Together is I like

the one-on-one tailored
approach to it where it's not
going to a gym where every-
thing is a competition between
what the first guy did and what
the next guy will do. It’s tailored
specifically to your needs.”

- Matt Kurdziolek, Williamsburg

"I came here because I felt like I
needed some help with my bal-
ance, losing weight and gaining
upper body strength. They have
helped me meet all my goals. I'm
happy to say that I am stronger, I
have better balance and I'm losing
weight.”

“After joining rec centers and trying - Karin Boylan, Williamsburg
to exercise on my own without
success, a friend recommended
Fitness Together and since I've
been here it has been nothing but
a positive experience. The trainers
are wonderful to work with - one-
on-one. They set the goals for you
and work with you. It's just great
and I just love it here.”

- Denise Barnhart, Toano

“It's a no-brainer for me. It's very
easy because the trainers have
it all worked out for you. All you
have to have is your gym clothes
on when you walk through the
door and they have your workout

planned for you.”
- Corina Paulsen, Williamsburg
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problems that I investigate on a much larger
but less detailed scale.”

Atanasov and Williamsburg’s business
community also seem to have a symbiotic
relationship. While Williamsburg provides
Atanasov with a pleasant and productive
place to conduct research, Atanasov serves
as a financial resource for Williamsburg’s
burgeoning business community. Atanasov
recently used his expertise in money and
debt markets and financial management to
serve as the opening speaker for a financial
seminar presented in December 2008 by the
TBC in partnership with the Mason School
of Business, the Greater Williamsburg
Chamber and Tourism Alliance, and the His-
toric Triangle Economic Development Of-
fice. Titled “Surviving the Credit Crunch”,
the seminar shed light on how the current
economic crisis would impact Williamsburg’s
local businesses.

“People are bombarded everyday with
sensational headlines about the financial cti-
sis,” says Atanasov. “I think Williamsburg’s
local business owners appreciated that they

Did you know...

You Can Choose Your
Physical Therapist?

“It’s true. While most doctors will give you the name of a
local physical therapy provider, you ate really free to
select the services of the physical therapist
you are the most comfortable with. When it
comes to therapy it really is all about you. ¥

Shiela M. Robison, MSPT
13 years experience as a
licensed Physical Therapist
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were able to sit down for 45 minutes and take
a deeper look at what’s going on.”

Atanasov has had many opportunities
to work with Williamsburg’s business com-
munity thanks to the efforts of TBC direc-
tor Bill Bean. “The Technology and Business
Center offers training modules taught by
professors from the Mason School of Busi-
ness on strategy, marketing, operations, and
finance to firms located in the James City
County Incubator,” he explains. “Bill Bean
has been instrumental in my involvement
with the local business community and was
the mastermind behind the training modules
program.”

The collaboration between the TBC and
The James City County Incubator has given
Atanasov the opportunity to teach finance
modules to several local firms and also work
with them one-on-one. Given that encourag-
ing the growth of small businesses lies at the
heart of keeping any community economi-
cally vibrant, the TBC’ business education
modules were created to help local technolo-

gy start-ups - often headed by entrepreneurs

with little business experience - acquire the
skills and the knowledge to not only survive
but flourish in the Tidewater atrea.

You don’t have to dig very deep to see
the vital role that William and Mary plays in
developing and maintaining the vibrancy of
Williamsburg’s economy: from it’s involve-
ment in developing Williamsburg’s mixed use
community in NewTown to its Technology
and Business Center’s research, teaching, and
consulting services offered to Williamsburg’s
local businesses.

Perhaps William and Mary partners so
well with Williamsburg’s business community
because Williamsburg is home to a generally
knowledge-driven population. “Knowledge
creation and dissemination is common to
both students and residents,” notes Atanasov.
He points to the Mason School of Business’
Executive Partners program as one example
where Williamsburg residents and William
and Mary students share in the creation and
dissemination of knowledge.

A program that has been praised by The
Wall Street Journal, Executive Partners con-
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sists of over 100 active and retired senior
business executives who serve as mentors to
William and Mary MBA students. The Ex-
ecutive Partners also work with faculty to
show students how business theory is put
into practice. “It’s one of the most impot-
tant features of the business school and it
has a tremendous impact on our students,”
says Atanasov. The program currently has a
waiting list because so many retirees are in-
terested in getting involved. “Retired people
in Williamsburg are not content to just play
golf)” he laughs.

Atanasov imagines what William and Mary
would be like if it was relocated away from
Williamsburg. “Say you moved William and
Mary to a city comparable to Williamsburg,”
he explains. “You may think that William and
Mary would be similar to what it is in Wil-
liamsburg: you wouldn’t have problems with
crime and stress, but you also wouldn’t have
the same quality environment. The tourist
flow that brings restaurants and culture to
Williamsburg, and that also helps make it
such a pedestrian-friendly city, that would all

be missing. It would be a lot harder for the
college to compete with other schools for
talent if it wasn’t located in Williamsburg,”

In addition to enjoying his role as as a
resource for Williamsburg’s business com-
munity, Atanasov loves being a faculty mem-
ber at William and Mary because he gets to
work with engaging students on a daily basis.
“They’re smart kids! You have to keep on
your toes,” he laughs about the students he
has encountered at William and Mary. “I’ve
taught at other universities but I have to tell
you, William and Mary students are highly
ambitious and hardworking.”

Although students and residents inevi-
tably have some conflicts of interest, the
overall symbiosis of William and Mary and
Williamsburg shows that some things are
simply made for each other. “A college is a
great thing for a city, and William and Mary
is an exceptionally nice university to have in
Williamsburg because it has such high-qual-
ity students,” says Atanasov. NDN
*See Wessex Group Study. http:/ | web.wm.edu/
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Deborah Denenholz Morse recently
took up weightlifting - not your everyday
pastime for a woman who has made her ca-
reer as an English professor at the College
of William and Mary. Morse has plans to stay
strong for the future; after more than three
decades in the classroom she hasn’t even be-
gun to think about retirement. In fact, she’s
still quite comfortable keeping pace with her
students.

Every year, at least one of her students
will surprise the 59 year-old professor with a
new idea or an original perspective on a book
that she’s read countless times.

“I’ll start laughing if they see something
I’ve never seen, and they think that’s funny,”
says Morse, who has taught at William and
Mary since 1988. “That’s why it’s so wonder-
ful to teach. People say to me, “You’re just
going to keel over one day teaching Dickens,
aren’t you?” and I think, “Well, that is kind of
how I want to go out.”

For Morse, a specialist in Victorian lit-

Deborah Morse's

Kiterature

By Alison Jobnson

erature, William and Mary is a place where
she can reach many people with a passion
for books — from college freshmen to re-
tired adults who come to lectures and classes
through the school’s Christopher Wren As-
sociation, a continuing learning society. Her

goal is to make all of them feel they have

something to contrib-
ute to a wide commu-
nity of learning,

In Morse’s eyes,
one special feature
at William and Mary
is the close relation-
ships that develop
between students and
faculty members.

Many professors
have generous of-
fice hours and make
themselves available
outside those times
when needed. As Di-
rector of Honors for
the English Department, she takes pride in
guiding students’ research projects, some of
which have won highly competitive prizes.

“I want to get my students to realize that
if they pay enough attention to what’s going

on in a text, they can have some authority
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over it — they can find something significant
and important to say about it,” she says.
“That’s why I run all of my classes, no mat-
ter how large, by discussion. It’s very rare for
a student to get out of one of my classes

without having really expressed an opinion

sor and won two major campus awards, both
for excellence in teaching. It’s not surprising
since she has always thrown herself into life
with passion.

Born in Modesto, California, Motse was

the daughter of the town’s first pediatri-

about these texts.”

In her research and
writing, Morse also
likes
with others in her field

to collaborate

by contributing to and
editing collections of
essays. Her writings
have focused on ev-
erything from repre-
sentations of animals
in Victorian literature

to a feminist study of

“I want to get my students
to redlize that if they pay
enough attention to what's
going on in a text, they can
have some authority over it
- they can find something
significant and important
to say about it.”

- Deborah Morse

cian. Working in her
office, she

saw many poor farm

fathet’s

workers having to pay
their bills with fresh
fruits and vegetables.
After her father died
while she was in high
school Morse earned
a full scholarship to
Stanford  University,
where she graduated

with a degree in Eng-

the English novelist,
Anthony Trollope.

The year 2008 was a big one for Morse at
William and Mary: she became a full profes-

lish literature in 1974.
Morse was at Stanford during a highly
political time, filled with student demonstra-

tions. In fact, she and her future husband,

Chatles, spent a day in jail when police ar-
rested them during a non-violent protest of
the Vietnam War.

“It wasn’t good,” she says. “I remember
they didn’t let us go to the bathroom. They
thought we were all a bunch of spoiled rich
kids, which wasn’t true.”

After earning a Master’s Degree and Doc-
torate from Northwestern University and
teaching at Northwestern and the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Morse and her
husband, Chatles, moved to the east coast in
1988 for a teaching position at William and
Mary.

The couple has raised two children: son
Evan, 29, a fiddler who waits tables and bat-
tends at the Blue Talon Bistro near Merchants
Square, and Lucy, 25, a graduate student on
fellowship at Indiana University. Now living
in the Skipwith Farms subdivision in Wil-
liamsburg, they are also animal lovers who
have rescued pets and kept as many as four

dogs at once.
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Beyond her classroom duties at William and Mary, Morse serves
as Chair of the Personnel Committee for the English Department
and Essay Submission Editor for the Victorians Institute Journal, an
annual publication of studies in Victorian literature, art and culture.
She also has taught high school teachers over the summer.

Morse doesn’t have a lot of spare time, but she does enjoy reading,
watching foreign films, taking walks, seeing friends and attending a
local women’s group and book club. This past fall, she also was active
in president-elect Barack Obama’s campaign.

As for her newest hobby, weightlifting, the effort has made Morse
feel much healthier and stronger. She has lost 20 pounds over the
past year and can now hoist almost 300 pounds with her legs. “I
don’t feel 59 — 1
don’t feel this old,”
she says. “It helps

me be able to keep

“l just want

to keep talking
to people who
love literature.”

- Deborah Morse

really busy.”

As for Wil-
liam and  Mary,
the school will be
busy facing a num-
ber of challenges
in years to come,
Morse  believes.
Most immedi-
ate is the nation’s
tough economic situation, which has put professors’ raises on hold.
“Faculty members feel very dedicated to William and Mary, and we
recognize this as an international problem that’s hitting everybody,”
Morse says.

Morse worries about professors continuing to have reasonable
course loads so they have time to work individually with students.
Supporting undergraduate research is critical to getting students into
the best graduate schools, she says.

Continuing to internationalize the curriculum is another goal for
Morse, although again she recognizes the economy could make that
more challenging. She has taught and lectured overseas with William
and Mary’s support, including several stints at Cambridge University
in England, and she believes those kinds of connections are impor-
tant in today’s world.

“No one can live, think or work in isolation anymore,” she says.

When Morse does retire, she pictures herself still teaching class-
es for the Christopher Wren Association. She loves that about 150
people came out to her recent lecture on romantic passion in Emily
Bronte’s novel, Wathering Heights.

“I’ll still care about that when I’'m in my 70s and 80s, too,” she

says. “I just want to keep talking to people who love literature.” NN
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terry driscoll

o [ TING THE GREEN
IND """ TANDARD

By Joe Collins, Managing Editor

When William and Mary Athletic Director, Terry Driscoll, talks about his background and
i how he arrived where he is today you are struck by the amount of activity and extraordinary
! ﬂ experiences he has packed into his life. He points out that his path to the Athletic Director’s
& —_— position was pretty non-traditional, but a study of his background and hearing him speak of
N his passion for developing student-athletes makes it clear that it is the job he was destined
to hold.
Driscoll grew up in Massachusetts and was a student-athlete at Boston College High School.
He started playing basketball in his sophomore year and earned a four year scholarship to
play at Boston College, something he was very excited about knowing he would get to play
for a basketball legend. His coach there was the former Boston Celtics great, Bob Cousy.
The Boston College Eagles went to the NCAA tournament in both Driscoll’s sophomore
and junior years and advanced to the finals of the National Invitation Tournament (NIT) in
his senior year. “We
had a terrific senior “There are so many intangible lessons and
year,” Driscoll says ~ you get them all the time. There’s leadership,
with pride. “We  self discipline, sacrifice, the ability to prioritize,
wound up win-  the ability to organize, time management - all
of the things that come out of this desire to
excel. Our primary goal is to produce that ex-
perience and my first responsibility is fo make
sure we get people who believe in those goals
we are trying to achieve.”

ning 19 games in
a row.”

What he ne-
glects to say is
that he was Cap-
tain of the team .
that year, the NIT - Terry Driscoll

tournament Most

Valuable Player, and that he is still in the record books as Boston College’s all time
leading rebounder. His accomplishments caught the attention of professional scouts.
Driscoll was courted by a team from Italy and also drafted by the Detroit Pistons in the
first round of the NBA draft. He chose to play in Italy which afforded him the op-
portunity to pursue a medical degree while also playing the sport he loved. After
playing basketball in Italy for a year, Driscoll came back to the states and played

for the Pistons and several other teams in the NBA and ABA over the next few
16 NEXT DOOR NEIGHBORSFEBRUARY 2009
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years. He had plans to return to Boston and
join the Celtics when he received an enticing
offer from his former team from Italy. He
and his wife, Susan, debated and decided he
would likely get more playing time in Italy.
His love for the game was the reason they
went back overseas. Driscoll played for three
years, helping his team win a championship
once and take second place twice. When a
back problem sidelined him the owners asked
him to coach the team, which he did for two
years, winning championships in both years.
He could have stayed on longer but he and
his wife made a family decision to return to
the United States.

“Our son was now five and our daugh-
ter had been born there (Italy) so we made
the decision to come back to the states
because there were no English speaking
schools where we lived. We didn’t want to
start our son in school over there. He already
spoke Italian as his first language,” Driscoll
explains.

In Boston, Driscoll went to work for a
small company called Kazmaier Associates,
owned by Dick Kazmaier, a former Princ-
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eton football standout and winner of the
1951 Heisman trophy. “They were in the
sporting goods industry and they did some
product distribution and specialized in team
products - uniforms, protective equipment,
softball, baseball, etc.,” he explains.

Driscoll started out in a role that sup-
ported sales but when
the sales manager
died suddenly he was
thrust into a manage-
“For

the next 16 years it

ment position.

was like an on the job
MBA,”?
calls.
In 1994, Driscoll took a break from Ka-
zmaier Associates when the Men’s World

Driscoll  re-

Cup soccer came to the U.S. “I ran the Bos-
ton venue for about 16 months. That got
me into event management and that side of
the business,” Driscoll recalls. “When I went
back to the company Dick Kasmaier wanted
to start an event management business so we

put on an event which was the Women’s Vol-

leyball Grand Prix, a very large women’s vol-

.
N -

7

Ferrowund <

1401
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leyball event that is conducted throughout
the Pacific Rim.”

It was a demanding job and one that kept
Driscoll traveling and working extensively.
Once the event was over Driscoll was feel-
ing that he had been with the company long
enough and he contemplated a new direction

“You may be a student-athlete but there is
no hyphen in who you are. You may be in the
classroom but you are still the same person
you are on the field. There is no separating
the student and the athlete.”

- Terry Driscoll

that might take him back to his roots.

“I had always thought about being an
athletic director but I didn’t know how I was
going to get into the business,” Driscoll ex-
plains. “I had worked with the NCAA during
my tenure with Kazmaier’s and I was familiar
with what was going on in college athletics
and felt confident I was up to the task. I saw
the ad for the William and Mary job and I

sent them a resume and a letter saying some-

!: Prudential
MeCardle M
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thing like ‘I am not your typical candidate but...””

In April of 1996, Driscoll was informed that he had been se-
lected as the next William and Mary Athletic Director. “When we
came down here we thought the area was very attractive. We liked it
a lot. I think the thing that impressed both of us the most was how
good people were here as we went through the process,” Driscoll
says. “We moved down in August of ‘96. Our daughter was a senior
in high school who finished here then went to William and Mary and
graduated in 2001. Our older son was a senior at Holy Cross when
we moved down.”

Driscoll settled in quickly and has been overseeing the college’s
athletic program successfully for over 13 years. “Our goal here is for
our student-athletes to get a terrific education and have a great ath-
letic experience. We define that athletic experience as the opportunity
to pursue excellence in a sport that you really enjoy,” Driscoll says.
“There are so many intangible lessons and you get them all the time.
There’s leadership, self discipline, sacrifice, the ability to prioritize,
the ability to organize, time management - all of the things that come
out of this desire to excel. Our primary goal is to produce that expe-
rience and my first responsibility is to make sure we get people who
believe in those goals we are trying to achieve.”

There are many elements of the William and Mary athletic pro-
gram in place to support the coaches and student-athletes in achiev-
ing those goals. There are scholarships, which are critical to enabling
the students to be competitive in their respective sports. There is
a great deal of fundraising, which is needed to support the schol-
arships. New, upgraded, or renovated facilities and equipment are
always needed and Driscoll has overseen over $27 million worth
of infrastructure improvements during his tenure. There is a large
sports medicine operation, an administrative support staff, a sports
information team and a business department that handles the many
transactions generated and provides very sound financial accounting
support.

Driscoll has a sharp vision of the how those entities should work
together and how they contribute to the common cause: “All those
pieces come together to support the student athlete experience. It’s
my responsibility to try and make sure that all of these entities un-
derstand what their role is and that they function as efficiently as
they can, as productively as they can, to contribute to this success.
If T communicate our message correctly they will understand that
whether you are a secretary or a trainer or an assistant coach, you’re
contributing to the ultimate student-athlete experience.”

Driscoll is both optimistic and inspired by the role he feels privi-
leged to play. “The broad aspect that you are doing something that is
meaningful in the lives of some people is important,” he says. “You
may be a student-athlete but there is no hyphen in who you are. You
may be in the classroom but you are still the same person you are on
the field. There is no separating the student and the athlete.”

He oversees a program that some would say is setting the gold
standard for providing opportunities for student-athletes to balance
academic demands with athletic success. In Driscoll’s case it might be
more accurate to say he is setting a Green and Gold standard. NDN
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DAVID HOLMES

Making Students

(itizens of the World

By Natalie Miller-Moore

In 1965 when David Holmes came to
William and Mary, the area where the Swem
Library is located today was called the “new
campus.” Holmes was fresh out of Princeton
graduate school, and the now well-traversed
Swem was just being built. That’s not all that’s
changed. William and Mary has evolved with
the passage of time, academically, socially
and technologically.

“The student body was around 3,600
to 3,800 students with about 900 incoming
freshmen. The school was all white. Today,
there are around 5,000 students and it’s more
diverse geographically and internationally.
There have been substantial changes,” Hol-
mes said.

Besides the fact that students weren’t
allowed to have cars, and there were
strict dorm curfews for female stu-
dents, Holmes has a story to illustrate
another difference. Every year, he would
have students who were descendants and rel-
atives of General Robert E. Lee. “It always
came up before the semester was over — I’d

heard it neatly 20 times. Then one day in

the late 70s, I was calling roll and read the | it was determined that it was necessary for

name ‘Lee’ and looked up — it was an Asian a well-rounded liberal arts edu-

American gitl. Now, that’s a change in demo- cation to include a study of

graphics,” Holmes said. religion.

When Holmes came to
the college, his of-
fice was in the
Wren Building
and his current
department,
Religious Stud-
ies, didn’t exist.
During a regular
internal audit of

the college,

5900 Alleghany Rd.

Very well kept home. 3 br
& bonus room. Master bath |¢
has garden tub/2 sinks.
Large open floor plan/FR Robert Marakos
enlarged with 12 x 15 ft. Cell Phone

addition. $314,900 (757) 570-4076

The Place That’s
Different.

International Art Shows
Unique Atmosphere
Outstanding European Food

5107-2 Center St., NewTown
(757) 565-7788

Tues -Thur 8:30am - 5pm
Fri 8:30am - 9:30pm
Sat 8:30am - 3pm & épm - 9:30pm
Sun10am - 2pm

www.artcafe2é6.com

% Y /é %M/p%w
Ornfe of a Kind Design
For a One of A Kind Person

Stop by and browse our unique jewelry designs.

FULL SERVICE JEWELRY DESIGN & REPAIRS.
MOST REPAIRS COMPLETED IN 48 HOURS.

JohnStown

JOE W B L E B &
(757) 345-5351
1781 Jamestown Rd. * Suite 160
www.johnstownjewelers.com
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Holmes started out in the English de-
partment, but had always been interested in
history, specifically the history of churches.
“The field of Religious Studies developed so
it could be taught as free of bias as possible.
All questions are open in the classroom,”
Holmes said.

Interestingly, if a student is planning to
go to the seminary, Holmes tries to talk them
out of being a Religious Studies major. “I

firmly believe that students who go to the

seminary will be getting the same informa-

tion later from some of the best professors
out there, so they should major in something
else to be more well-rounded,” he said. “T’ve
not had much luck convincing anyone of
that though, in about 20 conversations.”
Holmes’ passion extends from his inter-
est in his students’ well-being to an enthu-
siasm for his subject. “Religious Studies is
remarkable in that it encompasses so much.
There’s literary criticism, history, ethics, and
wortld culture. That’s a liberal arts curriculum

in itself,” he said. Holmes quotes Rudyard

The Salvation Army, (on behalf of those we serve in our community) wants
our heart” to those who make it possible for us to be Doing The Most Good.
many in need — not just for the holidays, but throughout the year. Thanks are

Kipling: “What do they know of England
who only England know?” as a parallel to the
importance of being well-rounded and liter-
ate in today’s society.

He values religious literacy as part of mak-
ing students “citizens of the world.” One of
his classes called “Religion, Architecture and
Worship” includes field trip assignments for
students to see a certain number of historic
churches, synagogues, and homes. Some stu-
dents keep in touch with him and still write

to tell him about some of the historic places

to say “Thank you from the bottom of
Your generosity touched the lives of so
sent to hundreds of individuals (and the

following list of groups) who volunteered their time to take applications, host Angel Trees, dress Teddy Bears, fill stockings, adopt
families, ring bells, sort & pack and help with distribution at The Williamsburg Outlet Mall, put money in Kettles, or write checks.

The Williamsburg Outlet Mall, Farm Fresh 143, |_ DD]NG Farm Fresh Norge, Farm Fresh Five Forks, Ukrops
M.oorel.fown Road, Ukrops Monttcello, ABC Store | | T H }: J\-"‘lO ST
Rite Aid Colony Square, Big Lots, K-Mart, Belks, -
Ruritans, Colonial Kiwanis, Five Forks Ruritans, GOOD Historic Triangle Rotary, JCC Lions, JCC Rotary,
JCC Ruritans, Knights of Columbus, Toano Ki- wanis, WAACP, Williamsburg Kiwanis, Williamsburg
Rotary, Pottery and The (Jimmy) Maloney Foundation, Business & Professional Women, Ford's Colony Golf Assn., From His Hands, Governor's
Ridge Women's Club, JCC Fire Department, JCC Social Services, Kingsmill Tennis Club, Grand Rental Station, Great Harvest, The Knitting
Guild, New Town Management, Norge Community Club, Panera Bread, The Red Hatters, Soroptimist, Theta Sigma Phi, Toys For Tots, Women's
Club of Toano, Woman s Club of Williamsburg, Williamsburg Association of Realtors, Williamsburg For Change, Williamsburg Christian Women,
The Ogburn Group, The Ranson Group, Stonehouse Homeowners Assn., Young Emerging Professionals, Churches: Bruton Parish, Crosswalk,
First Baptist, Hickory Neck, Life Point Christian, James River Baptist, Jamestown Presbyterian, King of Glory, Mt. Vernon UMC, New Zion
Baptist, Our Savior Lutheran, Stonehouse Presbyterian, Union Baptist, Walnut Hills Baptist, Wellsprings UMC, Williamsburg Christian, Wil-
liamsburg Methodist, Williamsburg Presbyterian, St. Bedes, St. Joan of Arc, St. Luke, St. Olaf, St. Stephens. Schools: Clara Byrd Baker E.S.,
Jamestown H. S. Key Club and Athletes, Lafayette H. S. Harmonics, Key Club and Athletes, Matthew Whaley E. S., Norge E.S. Rawls Byrd Bright
Beginnings, Stonehouse E. S., Trinity School, Marshall Wythe School of Law, Walsingham Academy, Warhill Key Club & National Honor
Society, WM School of Business, Businesses/Organizations: The Virginia Gazette, Bank of America, Bay Port Credit Union, Chesapeake Bank,
Sun Trust, Colonial Services Board, City of Williamsburg Employees, Boy Scouts & Girl Scouts, Williamsburg Chamber & Alliance, US Army,
Langley AFB, US Marines, DMV, Anheuser Busch, Ball Metal, Beyada Nurses, Branscome, C.A.R.E.S., Curves, Caldwell Bankers, Century
21/Nachmans, Colonial Connections, Colonial Crossings, Colonial Williamsburg Fife & Drums, Cullom Eye & Laser, Childcare Network, Food
For Thought, Gaetsch, Weakley & Weakley, GSH Real Estate, Gurnsey Tingle Architects, Haynes Furniture, IAAP, Home Creative Group, The
Insurance Center, Maids Home Services, Mail Stop, Medical Center Family Physicians, Michael Hipple Builders, OshKosh B’Gosh, Phillip
Morris, Sylvia Tabb Lee, Teamster Union 95, Site Concepts, Theta Sigma Phi, WalMart & WalMart Distribution Center, Williamsburg Cleaners,
Woods of Williamsburg, Yankee Candle,. Residents at: Chambrel, Colonial Heritage, Patriots Colony, Williamsburg Landing. The Salvation
Army’s Advisory Board and Women s Auxiliary. The Toano Norge Times and The Virginia Gazette.

Ad Donated by Advisory Board 151 Kristiansand Dr. #109 Williamsburg, VA 23188
To find out more about how you can support your local Salvation Army please call (757) 229-6651.
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Monticello, ABC Store Williamsburg Shopping Center,
New Town Cinema. Service Groups: Chickahominy

salvationarmywilliamsburgva.org
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If Electricity Runs Through It...
We Do It!

o X10 Installation

o Parking lot lighting

o Pull cat. 5&6 computer cable
¢ Add an electrical outlet

2

o Install electrical equipment

o Replace electrical appliances
o |nstallation of new lighting

o Electrical Panel Up-Grades

o Relocation of Meter Bases

o Wiring for new construction

o Commercial new construction
¢ Warehouse Maintenance & Upgrades

Generator
Sales, Service
& Repairs
We sell, install, and
service automatic
whole-house stand-

by generators.

LRRLRAL

Paul Brinkley,Owner
Dynamo Electric

e

Call Today for a Free Quote!
757-220-2067

DYNAMO
ELECTRIC

INCORPORATED

PO Box 5511, Williamsburg, VA 23188
757-220-2067 FAX: 757-220-3125
www.dynamoelec.com

Email Us
For AFREE
Generator Estimate
dynamoelectric@cox.net

We) Support
William and Many,
—

-

Complete vehicle

Audi/VW .
maintenance for a
BMW/Mini trouble-free school year.
Jaguar EUROPEAMN CARS
DF WikLLif&kAS B LW AG
Mercedes SALES & SERVICE
Volvo .
421 East Rochambeau Drive
(757) 220-9660
www.eurocarsofwmsbrg.com
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they have been.

Because his classes are not core curriculum, he finds that the
students who take his classes have two objectives: to gain more re-
ligious literacy and to satisfy their curiosity. “I believe in a quality
undergrad education, and I think that includes a religious interest in
life,” Holmes said. His classes include diverse topics such as how
Irish immigration affected the Protestant majority in America, how
megachurches have surprising diversity and how church architecture
is illustrative of modern theological changes.

For this type of intriguing discourse, Holmes is rewarded with
many fans among students who recommend his classes to others
enthusiastically. In 2008, he received the Thomas Jefferson Award,
presented each Charter Day to a member of the college family for
“significant service through his or her personal activities, influence
and leadership.” This award is the highest conferred by the college
on a faculty member or administrator and Holmes was honored to
receive it.

He gave a speech that day relating some of his thoughts about the
college’s unique attributes, including how he thought that it is a place
where undergraduates come first. Holmes said that the college should
not strive to be the biggest or first in a specialty, but to continue to
focus on quality undergraduate education. In the speech, he said: “It
gave me hard-working, earnest, intelligent students - year after year
among the best in the nation. And it allowed me to call myself a Wil-
liam & Mary professor, which I’ve always been proud to do.”

He also heartily recommends the college as a place to work and to
learn. “{William and Mary is} the kind of school that many grad stu-
dents would like to end up teaching at...I’ve heard that many times.
It’s a nice town, with good weather, and in the midst of history. You
can drive 20 miles in any direction and find something: a battlefield,
a church, Yorktown, Gloucester, Route 5...” Holmes said. In addi-
tion, he said that every state has a college where professors try to
send their kids, and he feels that William and Mary is that college in
Virginia.

Holmes father was also a professor, at Wayne State University in
Michigan, so he’s no stranger to campus life. He toured many col-
lege campuses as his father coached athletic teams that competed
throughout the Midwest. He continues to love the college life - both
teaching and studying - and helping students become as well-round-
ed as possible. In addition, Holmes has developed his own religious
studies education by writing several books, including two about the
faiths of the Founding Fathers and two on the history of the Epis-
copal Church. He has two more in progress, one on the “Muscular
Christianity” movement in America and the other entitled Re/igious,
but Not Too Religions: The Faiths of the Post-World War 11 Presidents.

Even after 43 years of teaching, this Walter G. Mason Professor
of Religious Studies will continue to teach at what he calls “a place I
can believe in,” and no doubt also continue to be a model of lifelong
learning for his students. NON
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MoreThan

A Senior
Moment

By Greg Lilly, Lifestyle Editor

Many of us, young and old, speak of a “Senior Moment”
when we grasp for the right word or forget why we went into the
kitchen. Some people label personality changes as a Senior Mo-
ment, but Mike Verano, program director of the Senior Behavioral

Health Services center at Sentara, says that’s not always the case.
Mike earned his Master’s Degree at William and Mary, met
his wife Kathy there, and worked with local hospitals and mental

health centers over the past few years. “It was a strange entry,” he
admits, referring to his new focus on senior mental health, “because
I had been working with kids for the past 15 years, doing residen-
tial work, running treatment programs, being
a therapist. It was one of those synchronistic
things that came together. Someone I worked
with mentioned this new mental health clinic
and asked if T would be interested.”

Mike jumped at the opportunity. “My pet-
sonal interest comes from moving up the ma-
turity ladder myself and people who are my
peers needing this service,” he says. “Also,
family issues of seeing my own parents go
through some struggles and realizing that
most of my time in mental health services had
been spent with kids. I felt this need to go to-
ward something that was a new challenge and
that clearly wasn’t being addressed.”

Williamsburg’s growing retiree population
along with the Baby Boom generation climb-
ing that same maturity ladder has sparked the
need for the service. Sentara recognized this
need and set up Senior Behavioral Health

Mike Verano

Services at the Geddy Outpatient Center next

door to the medical center. Mike explains his
work as traditional psychotherapy. “It’s good
old fashioned talk therapy,” he adds. “The folks that come in are engaging in a group process, they’re giving feedback to each other, they’re re-
ceiving feedback, and they’re processing new learning skills.” This approach helps clients deal with issues and to see that they are not alone.

Seniors contend with an unbelievable amount of stress from loss of social roles and physical ailments to death and grief. But, many people
feel these are things that can be managed on their own, without the assistance of a therapist or a group of peers, and sometimes they can. If
the struggle seems too much, Mike can help. “I think the lack of mental health awareness speaks to our society’s view on getting older,” he says.
“That whole aging process freaks so many of us out that we don’t want to deal with it. We’re all marching there.”

Unlike physical health disorders that spur a person to seck help, mental health disorders - particularly depression according to Mike - de-
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stroy the motivation to get better. “You begin
to detach yourself from your coping skills,”
he explains. “It takes away the very thing that
could pull you out of it which is your social
connections, your willingness to ask for help,
and at some point you get to the place where
you just accept it.” Often friends and fam-
ily recognize this and the depressed person
doesn’t.

The stereotype is that seniors are more re-
sistant to attending to their mental health and
that they grew up in an era when you took care
of yourself and kept personal matters private.
Mike adds that it’s not always true. “Some
folks have no problem asking for help, but
others are resistant to the idea of seeing a psy-
chiatrist or therapist. Actually, it’s a problem
across generations. We don’t think of mental
health the way we think of physical heath. We
need to get to the point that we have preven-
tative mental health assessments.”

His work at the center is a combination of
sociology and psychology. “That’s what I re-
ally love about what I’'m doing now because it
focuses on the mental health needs of seniors
individually and the bigger issue of making
people aware that this is a huge problem that
we can do something about.”” He educates

people and shows them they don’t have to

[ I B BN COUPON

Roxy says it's I

| timefora... .

Total Purchase of

: z Ocyo off $30 or more with
this coupon.

Coupon Expires Feb. 28,2009

Gourmet Foods * Candles * Pet Bakery * Home Decor *
Dog Accessories...and More!
g ;

5104 Main Street

"'-.;'It: Dﬂ g New Town
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Offer may not be combined with other sales/promotions and/or special orders.

suffer as they age simply because everyone
has grown accustomed to thinking: “Well, you
get old, you get depressed. You get anxious,
take a pill.”

is to look for a disturbance in the way the per-
son normally is, a change in their usual way of
doing things. One of the symptoms of stress,
he explains, is increased irritability. “If you’ve
always been an irritable person, that’s not new
for you. Butif that’s not usual, then that’s what
to look for. It’s a change that’s more than a life
situation, something that’s beginning to take
its toll.” He cites a decline in normal func-
tions: not doing things they used to do, not
doing activities they

“That part takes me
right back to my roots
of doing community
health,” he

says, “and community

mental

action work which
is to get out and talk
to folks and to edu-
cate family members
and service providers
about what we can do
to help seniors.”

The
about aging should
address quality of life
and not just the ability

discussion

to extend years. One
of the goals for Mike’s
program is to limit the use of hospitalizations
for seniors. “If someone had intervened ear-
lier,” he adds, “the patient wouldn’t have had
a serious mental breakdown and come to a
point where they are being hospitalized.”
When do you know to seek help for yourself
or someone you care about? The bottom line

N X 4
SPRING
ARBOR
of Williamsburg

¢

10-6 TUES-SAT
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i -

T

used to enjoy. An-
other clue is when a
person decides to do
things that they’ve
never done before,
like

more often or being

staying alone
more inclined to be
sad. “The comment I

hear most often,” he

says, “is: ‘He doesn’t
seem to be himself
That s
what to look for.”

anymore.

None of these
are descriptions of
disastrous  mental
health according to Mike. “It’s just something
to check out. Recognizing mental health is-
sues of loved ones comes from visiting, pay-
ing attention, and being mindful of changes
that you see or you’re being told about.”

e

Sometimes, as he says, it’s “not just a Senior
Moment.” NDN

Sp nngmﬁwffﬂ%

757-565-3583
935 Capitol Landing Rd,
Williamsburg, VA 23185

www.springarborliving.com
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Adding

alue

A Common Sense Approach

Gina Bunker

to Remodeling

By Greg Lilly, Lifestyle Editor

Gna Bunker was destined to own her own business. She comes
from a family of Williamsburg area small business owners. “My mom
is an entrepreneur,” she says, “my aunt is an entrepreneur, so that has
always been my interest.” Gina and her husband, Jonathan, own Right-
Way Remodeling, a company that adds value to houses and supports the
community.

The trend in the Williamsburg area, along with the rest of the country,
is remodeling your current home. Gina concurs that people are remodel-
ing rather than building new homes. “You should fix up what you have,”
she says. Even for those who want to downsize into their dream home,
remodeling is important to get your current house sale-ready. “In this real
estate buyer’s market, a seller really has to have their house up to par,”
she adds.

Activity swirls around Gina as she talks about remodeling and renova-
tion while Delta, her rescued Great Dane, rests by her side. The phone
rings, the printer spews out forms, workers stop by the office. Although
she admits running the business can be stressful and time consuming, she
wouldn’t have it any other way. “I’m a very passionate person; I’'m driven
to do things. If I make up my mind to do something, I’'m going to do it at
all costs, doesn’t matter what it is.” She adds, “I’m going to stick to it.”

Her role of managing the projects suits her. “I'm bossy,” she says with
no apologies. “So it’s good that I’'m one of the bosses because it works
out well. I remember as a little girl when my mom would say, ‘Gina, stop
being so bossy.” I have strong personality traits. I’'m very independent. I've
always been that way. It really just fits.”

As part of coordinating the remodeling projects, Gina keeps a laser-
like focus on customer service. She explains that she loves to shop and

that being a consumer herself makes her think from the customer’s point of view. “I just put myself in a consumer’s position and think about
what I would like,” she says. “It’s just common sense, but you know how they say common sense isn’t always so common sometimes.” Her
daily calls to customers during a project ensure that the job is progressing to their satisfaction.

Along with her customer focus, Gina makes sure her company assists the community. They participate with such charities as Samaritan’s
Purse, Habitat for Humanity, CASA, and the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. “We’re a family,” she says of her business, “and we work with
families in the area. We do what we can to help the community thrive.”

Advice for homeowners follows her philosophy of “How would I want to be treated?” Your home takes on a personality and can embrace

you or ignore your needs. To create your private sanctuary, Gina suggests making a list of things to enhance your surroundings, to allow your
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home to embrace your life. This could be a
redesigned kitchen, an added sunroom

or screened porch, or an ad-
ditional room or bathroom
to give your family more
space. As spring and sum-
mer approach, think about
the outdoors too. Patios,
decks, and fences provide
space and security for your
family and pets.

For homeowners thinking
about selling, make sure your
home doesn’t work against
you. Put on that buyer’s hat
and walk through your house. “The two main
things to remodel that give the most return,”
Gina says, “are the kitchen and bathrooms.

The
Trimble
Collection

Overforty years of restoration and
conservation...250 pieces of fine European,
American and Asian Art.

VillageStiops at Kingsmill « 757.220.3456
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The main thing is your kitchen.” Consider
what a prospective buyer would see as they

walk through your kitchen.
Granite and solid surface
countertops reign supreme
with buyers, as does fresh

" paint and clean, sturdy cabi-

nets. Tile and wood floots,
according to Gina, are area
favorites.

Curb appeal, for sellers
or for people staying put,
continues to rate high on
what your home says about
you. Since far more people

see the outside of your home than the in-
side, the exterior sends a message to all those
that pass. Gina suggests making a list as you

walk around the periphery of your house. “A
lot of times, you’ll find wood rot around the
windows, and with spring coming up it’s time
to get on a remodeler’s schedule,” she says.
“Add a deck, add a fence, get this fixed or
that fixed. It might just take a couple of days
to get a house spruced up and looking nice;
it’s not that expensive.” Standard mainte-
nance adds value to your home too. Pressure
washing the home’s siding, driveway, and
walk create a fast facelift. Also a coat of fresh
paint, clean gutters, and patched cracks in the
driveway create a more inviting atmosphere
for your family or for potential buyers.

“Just make a checklist of items you might
want to do by walking around your home,”
Gina suggests. Based on your budget you
can prioritize the list. It’s an investment you
can put your hands on and enjoy every day.

Gina and Jonathan Bunker felt RightWay
Remodeling was a calling for them to help
the community. “We’re blessed to have this
opportunity,” Gina says. Maybe being a bossy
little girl wasn’t such a bad thing. NDN

Free Assembly!

DURING THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY

We'll prepare I¥our meals for you at no additional
cost - that's a savings of up to $30!

Supper Thyme is a cost-
effective way to pre-
pare up to a month’s
worth of dinners

ahead of time in one
convenient place.

Larry Williams,

We'll take care of
the shopping,
chopping, and
mopping!

www.supperthymeusa.com

4854 Longhill Rd., Williamsburg
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Hey Neighbor!

There are more community announcements for this issue that did not fit on this page.

Please visit www.wburgndn.com and click on Hey Neighbor! for a complete list of current community announcements.

Hey Neighbor!

HEART FOR ORPHANS ADOPTION
AWARENESS DINNER & FUNDRAISER
anuary 23, 6:30 pm.

Hosted by Seasons Café, 110 S. Henry Street.
Tickets: $45. Heart For Orphans provides
support to orphans in Ukraine. They also
provide adoption support to local families
interested in adoption, including their next
Adoption Seminar, Saturday, Feb. 7, 9-noon,
at Williamsburg Community Chapel. For
tickets and information, call 229-3489 or
visit www.HeartForOrphans.com

Hey Neighbor!
OPEN HOUSE - PROVIDENCE
CLASSICAL SCHOOL

anuary 25,2 to 4 pm

Learn about classical, Christian education
at our upcoming Open Houses: January 25
and Thursday, February 19 (8 am-2 pm).
Learn more about our wonderful classical
curriculum, Q&A with faculty, classroom
tours & more. Questions?  565-2900 or
ProvidenceCS@vetizon.net. 116 Palace La.,
Williamsburg (turn off Bypass Rd. at Uno.)
wiww PCSvirginia.org

Hey Neighbor!

SOROPTIMIST OF WILLIAMSBURG
PANCAKE SUPPER

anuary 29, 2009

At the Gazebo House of Pancakes, 409 By-
pass Road. Annual Pancake Supper from
5:30-8:00 PM. Proceeds will benefit So-
roptimist service projects. For additional
information, contact Willie Mae McCracken,

253-2670.
)
I

MY
a F“luce to be me

Join with Leadership Historic Triangle’s class
of 2009 and help your community build
My Place, a playground of opportunity for all

WWW.WBURGNDN.COM

Hey Neighbor!

FROM THE HEART ... FOR THE KIDS:
AUCTION & DINNER

February 8, 2009

King of Glory Preschool & Kindergarten pres-
ents the 7th annual “From the Heart . . . For
the Kids” at King of Glory Lutheran Church
& Preschool, 4897 Longhill Road. The event
will include a silent auction from 3:30 until 5:15
p.m., a live auction starting at 5:30 p.m., two
spaghetti dinner seating$S at 4:30 p.m. and 6:30
p.m., as well as other activities. Proceeds from
this event help the school continue its tradition
of excellence in education by upgrading class-
room equipment and offering scholarships to
families in need. The auction catalog is avail-
able online at www kingofglorywilliamsburg.org.
Call King of Glory Preschool & Kindergarten
at 258-1070 for more information.

Hey Neighbor!
THE CHOCOLATE AFFAIR 2009

February 21, 2009 7pm to 9:30 pm;
Pre-Tasting Fvent 6pm to 7pm

Celebrating our sixth year, we will once again
create a chocolate lover’s dream! Williamsburg’s
Community building and tented lawn will be
transformed to showcase over 6,000 bite sized
chocolate delights. Benefits local non-profit or-
ganization, Inclusion. We are bringing together
the entire chocolate loving community, offer-
ing an amazing experience at a ticket price that
all can afford and still be able to donate over
$5,000 to youth oriented causes in our local
community. Tickets are on sale online at wwm.
thechocolateaffair.org. $15 general admission and
$35 for the pre-tasting. Both may be purchased
online, at Aromas, or at the doot.

Hey Neighbor!

BUNKO TOURNAMENT TO BENEFIT
BEYOND BOOBS

Feb. 28,2009 at 7 pm

In support of breast cancer education & ben-
efits “Beyond Boobs,” local breast cancer sup-
port group providing a crucial support network
for local young breast cancer survivors. Space
is limited and attendees must register in advance
via email: KMBunko@yahoo.com. Great raffle
prizes. No experience necessary. Wareham’s
Pond Recreation Center, Williamsburg, Tick-
ets $20 (Basic) and $50 (Pink Ribbon), which
includes a 2009 Beyond Boobs breast health
calendar. www BeyondBoobslne.org

Hey Neighbor!
WILLIAMSBURG AREA LEARNING
TREE (WALT)

More than 50 different and unique topics avail-
able online at www.wun.org/ walt ot pick up a fly-
et at the W/JCC Libraries. Each class is taught
by an enthusiastic member of our community
who wants to share their talents and interests
with you. Try your hand at everything from
American Sign Language to Ukulele, Writing
your Memoirs to Lazy Gardening with Native
Plants or whatever peaks your curiosity. For
more information contact: Jill Whitten (757)
220-9975) ot WALIT@wun.org ot visit www.wun.
org/ walt.

ATTENTION
NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS!
Please email /9@//%’@5/707@50% net

on or before Tuesday, February 10th to be
considered for inclusion in the February
26th issue of Next Door Neighbors.

Make My Place, your place.

children regardless of physical or mental ability.

Planning is already underway to construct this unique
playground at the James City/Williamsburg Commu-
nity Center. My Place follows universal design con-
cepts to ensure all children can play in an inclusive
environment.

For your $50 donation, you will receive a

commemorative brick paving stone, which can be la-
ser etched with your personal message. This paving
stone will become part of the foundation of this spe-
cial project, and will ensure future generations know
that My Place is your place. Visit...

myplaceplayground.camp9.org
for details on how you can help.
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